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Defending Freedom Forever 

America's soldiers have sacrificed and served courageously in every major military conflict from the Revolutionary War and the Civil War, through both World Wars, 
Korea, Vietnam, and recently in Kuwait, Afghanistan and Iraq. Generation after generation of men and women have served our nation to ensure Freedom Forever for all our 
citizens. Often placing country before self, our soldiers have willingly sacrificed to defend the rights and liberties Americans cherish so deeply. A legendary general once 
stated, "Wars may be fought with weapons, but they are won by men." 

Now, America Remembers proudly honors America's soldiers by introducing a Tribute to America's Soldiers, issued on a working semi-automatic 
Thompson submachine gun in caliber .45 ACR This exciting new issue honors both the service of the American Soldier and their legendary partnership 
with one of the most remarkable infantry weapons of the last hundred years. Craftsmen commissioned specifically by America Remembers decorate 
each working Thompson in sparkling 24-karat gold and nickel. Don't miss the opportunity to own a genuine Thompson built in the United 
States by the gunsmiths of the Auto-Ordnance Corporation, the company founded by Brigadier General John T Thompson himself. 
Nothing eise ioolced iilce tiie Tliompson. Notliing eise sounded iilce it. And i^otliing ended a Firefiglit faster. 

The American Soldier carried the Thompson into every theater of World War II, from North Africa to the D-Day 
landings and from the frozen forests of Europe to the island-hopping campaigns of the Pacific. They relied on the trusty 
Thompson during the Korean War and the Thompson proved itself once again in the unforgiving jungle combat of 
Vietnam, Together the American Soldier and the Thompson were unstoppable, Together they made history. 
Once in a great wiiiie, a singie firearm can ciiange tiie face of war. 

During World War I, heavy, tripod-mounted machine guns pinned infantrymen in their 
trenches. Because frontal assaults were suicide missions, stalemates lasted for weeks, 
sometimes months. Retired Army General John T Thompson wanted to devise 
a way to give the fight back for the foot soldier. He designed a weapon that 
could be used as an automatic "trench-broom" to sweep enemy trenches. 

By the time America entered World War II, the Thompson was 
a trusted ally for the infantry. Once called "The deadliest weapon 
pound for pound, ever devised by man", it was the perfect 
weapon for the American soldier, who often engaged 
the enemy face-to-face. The Thompson gave them 
a huge advantage in close combat 
fighting and helped turn the tide 
of countless firefights. Its 
portability proved crucial to 
the soldier poking through 
the bombed out streets 
of Europe or during the 
beach landings at Normandy. 
Anywhere America's dedicated 
troops saw action you 
could hear the roar of 
the Thompson. 



▲ The right side features an illustration of a soldier taking aim with his Thompson and banners that read, "Saluting America's Soldiers" and, 
"Defending Freedom". The rest of the action on the right side of the receiver depicts scenes during WWII and the Korean and Vietnam Wars. In 
the North African campaign in WWII, soldiers wielded the Thompson alongside battle tanks during desert warfare. On the front lines in Korea, the 
soldiers distinguished themselves with the Thompson. Though the struggles and harsh conditions in Korea would push every soldier to the limit, the 
fighting spirit of America's soldiers carried on. In Vietnam, with helicopters in the background, soldiers relied on their Thompsons, often in the rice 
paddies and jungles. Though not as common in Vietnam, the Thompson was definitely welcomed by those on patrol or pinned down in afirefight. 



iViodei: Thompson Semi-Automatic Submachine Gun 1927A-1 Barrei Lengtli: 16 1/2" Caiiber: .45 ACP 



Honor tiie American Soidier Witii Tiiis Exciusive 
Offer — Oniy SOOAvaiiabie 

Only 500 Tributes will be issued in this exclusive 
limited edition. Whether you served yourself, or want 
to honor some special someone who did, now is your 
opportunity to remember the courageous American Soldier, 
who has protected America's freedom for more than 235 
years. We will arrange delivery of your working semi- 
automatic firearm through a licensed firearms dealer of your 
choice. If you are not 100% satisfied, you may return your 
Tribute to us in original unfired condition for a complete and 
courteous refund. (Not available in CA or CT). 

©AHL,Inc. 



I wish to reserve _ 



_ of the "Tribute to America's 



Soldiers," a working Thompson semi-automatic submachine 
gun, at the current issue price of $2,995*. My deposit of $195 
per Tribute is enclosed. I wish to pay the balance at $100 
per month, no interest of carrying charges. Certificate of 
Authenticity included. Thirty day return privilege. 

*A11 orders are subject to acceptance and credit verification prior to shipment. Shipping 
and handling will be added to each order Virginia residents please add 5% sales tax. 

□ My check is enclosed for $ . 

□ Charge payment of $ 



Name_ 



Address _ 



City/State/Zip _ 



Daytime Telephone No. (_ 



to: 



□ VISA □ MasterCard DAMEX 
No. 



□ Discover 
Exp. 



America Remembers® 

10226 Timber Ridge Drive * Ashland, Virginia 23005 
www.americaremembers.com 
To place your reservation call toll-free 1-800-682-2291 
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UNITED STATES MILITARY 

EMBLEMS OF GOLD 

COMMEMORATIVE VETERAN'S BIRTHSTONE RINGS 

Personalized With Your Service Branch Emblem, Birthstones, Initials and Year Dates of Service 




We proudly present our Official United States 
Military Gold Emblem Rings custom-made in 
America and set with eight birthstones of your choice 
to honor your service to Country! 

Your Service Emblem will be sculpted in solid 10 
Karat Gold and boldly displayed on a brilliant polished 
stone (Black Onyx for Army, Red for Marine Corps, 
Blue for other Services). Emblems are set atop 
an exclusive "Pillars of Strength" Ring 
design crafted of solid Sterling Silver 
richly finished in 24 Karat Gold. 

Your initials and service years will 
be engraved on the inner band, which 
is solid and smooth for 
comfort fit. Our rings are 
never hollowed out. 



MAIL TO: Veterans Commemoratives™, 

Two Radnor Corp. Ctr., Suite 120, Radnor, PA 19087-4599 

□ YES! I wish to order tlie following Exclusive 
Military Gold Emblem Ring(s) set 
with my birthstones, as follows: 
Please send my FREE American Flag Pin. 

□ Army □ Navy □ Air Force □ Marine Corps 

NOT SHOWN: 

□ Coast Guard □ Merchant Marine □ Seabee 
□ I am a Purple Heart recipient and prefer my 

Medal on my ring (NOTE: a copy of your 00214 or other 
authorizing document must be sent with your order. Thanl< you. 

Birthstone Mo. 



Ring Size (use ring sizer below or consult jeweler) _ 

Initials Desired (3) 

Years of Service: to__ 



WG5- 



^ 

Thank you priced at a remarkably low $199*, our 
ings are not sold in stores. An affordable payment 
)lan is available, and if not satisfied, you may return 
your ring within 30 days for replacement or refund-no 
questions asked. So, order yours today! 



CHOICE OF BIRTHSTONE: 



JANUARY 


FEBRUARY 


MARCH 


APRIL 


MAY 


JUNE 


• 


• 






• 




GARNET 


AMETHYST 


AQUAMARINE 


ZIRCON 


EMERALD 


ALEXANDRITE 


JULY 


AUGUST 


SEPTEMBER 


OQOBER 


NOVEMBER 


DECEMBER 


• 




• 


# 




# 


RUBY 


PERIDOT 


SAPPHIRE 


ROSE ZIRCON 


GOLDEN SAPPHIRE 


BLUE ZIRCON 



la) 



PURPUE HEART 
RECIPIENTS 

may have their Medal 
. on top of their ring . 
See order form for details. 



I NEED SEND NO MONEY NOW. 

□ Bill me in four monthly installments of $49.75* each, 
with the first payment due prior to shipment. 
And my satisfaction is guaranteed. 

SHIPPING ADDRESS: (We cannot ship to P.O. Boxes) 
Please allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. 

Name: 

Address: 

City: 

Phone #: ( 



. State:. 



_Zip: 



BIRTHSTONES ARE SIMULATED FOR CONSISTANT 
SIZE AND ClARITY. NAMES REFER TO COLOR. 



■-m-n-m" 

._I_1J_L1_I_LJ. 



Email: 

*Plus $14.95 per ring for engraving, shipping & handling. 
*PA residents add 6% state sales tax. 

©2010-2012 ICM I BRSRIN-ALM-1012 
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FREE FLAG PIN 

with Every Order! 



CALL TOLL-FREE: 1 -800-255-3048 Mon - Fri from Sam - 5pm EST Have Credit Card Ready. 



. PRESKMfya THE VETERANS CoMMEMORATfYKS™^ 

UNITED STATES MILITARY 

SERVICE EMBLEM KNIVES 

Featuring your Service Branch Name and Emblem laser engraved on the handle 
as a permanent reminder of your service to Country 



LiNlTElD STATE^SARMY 




Only 

$29.50- 

per Knife 



The most popular sized case, 
3-1/2 " closed, is perfect to carry 
in your pocket and provides 
most practical and useful 
blade sizes. 



Men ^. 



American Military Service Men 
and Women have carried traditional "^"^ 
wooden handled, three-bladed pocket knives 
for generations during periods of war and peace. 

We are pleased to create and issue our own version 
of this popular knife, handcrafted with a two-toned 
polished wooden handle, strong riveted case and three 
honed stainless steel blades in the preferred clip, spey 
and sheepfoot shapes. Satisfaction is guaranteed or 
return within 30 days for replacement or refund - 
no questions asked. Order yours today and 
others as gifts for family, friends and 
fellow Veterans. 




MAIL TO: Veterans Commemoratives™, 

Two Radnor Corp. Ctr., Suite 120, Radnor, PA 19087-4599 



□ YES! I wish to order _ 



_qty. U.S. Military 



Service Emblem Knives at $29.50* each. 
Please send my FREE American Flag Pin. 

(For multiple orders please use a separate sheet of paper) I 

SERVICE BRANCH: 

□ Army □ Navy □ Air Force □ Marine Corps 

I WISH TO PAY IN FULL AS FOLLOWS: 

□ Enclosed is my check or money order payable 
to "Veterans Commemoratives" for $ or, 

□ Charge my Credit Card $ 



CREDIT CARD: Exp. Date:. 
CC#: 



_/_ 



□ Visa □MasterCard □AMEX □Discover 



Signature: 

SHIPPING ADDRESS: (We cannot ship to P.O. Boxes) 
Please allow 2-3 weeks for delivery. 

Name: 



Address: 
City: 



. State:. 



_Zip: 



Phone #: 



Email:. 



*Plus $7.95 per knife for engraving, shipping & handling. 
*PA residents add 6% state sales tax. 
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FOR OTHER FINE MILITARY GIRS AND COLLECTIBLES VISIT VETERANS COMMEMORATIVES^"" 0NLINEATWWW.VETC0M.COM 
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OPERATION COMFORT WARRIORS 

GOES TO SIX FLAGS 

Butch Sparks, a past commander of The 
American Legion Department of Texas, 
distributes water bottles to wounded 
warriors and their families at Six Flags 
Fiesta Texas on Aug. 1 1 . The Legion's OCW 
program provided more than $15,000 in 
financial assistance and gifts to guests of 
the Brooke Army Medical Center's Warrior 
Transition Battalion at the event. Jennifer Whitney photo 




The American LegionMagazine, a leader among national general-interest publications, is published monthly by The American Legion for its 2.4 million members. 

These wartime veterans, working through 14,000 community-level posts, dedicate themselves to God and Country and traditional American values; strong national security; 

adequate and compassionate care for veterans, their widows and orphans; community service; and the wholesome development of our nation's youth. 




YOU ARE 

NOT ALONE - 

IN THIS FIGHT 

TURN TO FELLOW 
VETERANS. 






As former Marines and Sailors, we served 
together yesterday. As seasoned attorneys, 
we'll fight this disease with you today. 
Attorneys at Coady Law f irnn have successfully 
represented veterans in Mesothelioma claims 
nationwide for two decades. We've helped 
them understand their rights — and secured 
millions for their families in just compensation. 

Trust in the experience of shipmates who 
served with you. Contact the Coady Law Firm. 
Receive a FREE, no obligation consultation. 



Bud Coady 

Harvard, 1979 
USMC, 1979-89, 1991 
Gulf War Veteran 

Attorney at Law 



Dave Fanikos 

Harvard, 1985 
USMC 1986-1989 

Attorney at Law 



Call 1-888-802-MESO (6376) [ coady ' 

FOR A NO OBLIGATION CONSULTATION. I » 



205 Portland Street • Boston, MA 021 14 • Web: www.coadylaw.com LAW FIRM 



NON-SKID SLIPPERS! 



I 



Help Prevent Falls In Shower 

Or Other Wet 
f 



9n 






NON-SKID FOR MEN & WOMEN 
Safety Sole Made in USA 

Shower or bathe without fear of falling or shpping. These non-skid slippers help 
prevent falls in the shower, pool, Jacuzzi or at the beach. Latex-free rubber sole 
provides non-skid grip in the bathtub, shower or wet bathroom floor. Stretchable, 
loose knit, cool cotton allows water to pass through, keeping feet clean. 
Perfect for every day showering, the gym, spa, travel, nursing home or hospital stays. 
Durable & machine washable. One pair per package. White only. ORDER NOW! 

Call Toll Free: 1-866-741-7874 
www. Rush Industries. com 



|Dept.WW386ML 



SEND TO: 

Rush Industries. Inc. 263 Horton Highway. Mineola. NY 11501 

Please indicate size and quantity- 
Men's Quantity: Size: S-M(8-10) L-XL(1M3) 

Women's Quantity: Size: S-M(5-8) L-XL(9-12) 

Add $4.95 S&H + $2.95 for each add'l item □ Add $3.00 for Express service (5-7 bus. days) 

Note: For personal checks, there will be a 10 day verification delay. 

Enclosed $ Or charge It! D^gJ □ ^ ■ □ Exp. Date 
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'Unintended Consequences^ 

Mackenzie Eaglen's article (August) 
is great. It shows in graphic detail how 
the government, through the 
Department of Defense, does indeed 
create jobs - millions of them, as well 
as millions in tax and small-business 
revenues. The idea of the private 
sector as the only job creator is 
baloney. Every dollar DoD spends 
domestically goes to our private 
sector, to large and small businesses, 
and to families and the communities 
that support them. These DoD dollars 
are seed money for a growing 
economy, and hopeful employment 
for returning veterans to whom the i 
private sector in many instances has j 
turned a cold shoulder. 

- Stephen L Love, Dallas 



Like most citizens, I had no 
idea of the dollar value of these 
cuts. However, I am a 94-year- 
old World War II veteran, and I 
am keenly aware of the conse- 
quences of shortchanging our 
national defense. I was drafted 
just short of a year before Pearl 
Harbor was bombed. We were 
so unprepared for war that if we 
had been invaded, we probably 
would have been in the same 
situation as France. 

The only equipment we had 
that was superior to Germany's 
was our Ml rifle, but many of 
us still had World War I rifles. 
Our tanks avoided direct 
combat with the German tanks 
when possible, because our 
armor and cannons were no 
match for the Germans'. 

When we shipped to the 
South Pacific, our food was 
terrible. We didn't even have 
bread for weeks. It wasn't the 
cost; we didn't have the trans- 
portation to get it to us or the 
equipment to bake it. Our 
unpreparedness caused a lot of 
hardships and unnecessary 
deaths and injuries. Don't let 
this happen again. 

- Robert Greek, Bryan, Ohio 



Mackenzie Eaglen's definition 
of "sunset," and the accompa- 
nying magazine cover, is 
misleading and incorrect. The 
United States is and will con- 
tinue to be the leading military 
power for decades to come. 
What Eaglen should understand 
is that the employable power we 
have must be attuned to the 
threats posed to us. And that is 
no longer a Soviet-style bloc 
requiring a massive ground, air 
and naval force. Our force 
structure should evolve to 
efficiently confront emerging 
threats from all quarters, and 
should be agile, flexible and 
have staying power. 

-Jinn Morgan, Fairhope, Ala. 

'The Last Battle' 

My heart skipped a beat when 
I came upon Jeff Stoffer's story 
about SS Mayaguez (August). 
On May 12, 1975, a bulletin 
came across my TV about the 
taking of the cargo ship, and 
something in me snapped. 
Vietnam was supposed to be 
over. My generation had given 
enough, and I had happily put 
away my POW bracelet upon 
learning of his return. 
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I literally screamed at God to 
give me a gun and send me to 
war. That was an amazing new 
beginning for this single mother 
of two school-aged children. 
I joined my local Air National 
Guard unit, and completed my 
career 28 years later with the Air 
Force Reserve. During that time, 
I served on active duty in Desert 
Shield/Desert Storm and Opera- 
tion Iraqi Freedom. 

I never forgot Mayaguez and 
what it meant to my life, but I 
also never knew the real story. 
I salute the Koh Tang Beach Club 
and mourn with them for those 
lost and missing. 

- Barbara Miller Vaughn, Venice, Fla. 

Excellent article. I was at boot 
camp when church services were 
held for those who died in the 
Mayaguez operation. When I 
arrived at my permanent party, 
it went through the corps like 
wildfire that Marines were left 
behind. As a young Marine, 
these events made a tremendous 
impression on me. 

-Adam J. White, Lafayette, Calif. 

'Black & White & Read No More' 

I read with interest Paul 
Glader's article concerning the 
demise of the American printed 
newspaper (August). What he 
says is true, yet sad for those of 
us who looked forward to 
retirement and starting our day 
with a cup of coffee and our 
newspaper on the deck. I don't 
want to start it with a smart- 
phone or computer. I enjoy the 
human-interest stories and 
articles about what is going on in 
the community, which I fear will 
be lost on the Internet. Those 



who feel like I do need to 
support their local papers with 
subscriptions. I can only hope 
the newspaper outlasts me, but 
I (hopefully) need another 
20 years for that to happen. 

- Rich Servis, Wichita, Kan. 

As we enjoy the benefits of 
electronic media, we should 
question if we are sacrificing our 
ability to read and think deeply. 
This is because the medium can 
affect the process of thought - 
for example, people who read 
print comprehend and remember 
more than do those who read 
online text packed with links. In 
the long run, the online content 
may matter less than the me- 
dium itself in influencing how 
we think and act. Printed 
newspapers and books encour- 
age a calm attentiveness - 
reading, which is more than 
skimming, and thought, which is 
more than mere recitation. We 
have to wonder: Is Google 
making us stupid? 

- Ray Herzog, Middleburg Heights, Ohio 

This article makes many 
excellent observations. However, 
Paul Glader fails to credit the 
most glaring reason for the 
probable demise of newspapers: 
news, and the unbiased report- 
ing of it. The majority of sup- 
posed newspapers have become 
politicized, rumor-mongering, 
ideological publications in which 
so-called reporters spew their 
views and opinions and call it 
news. The reading public, 
recognizing the scam, is dump- 
ing them fast, needing neither 
their swill nor their "reporting." 

-John Deryck, Placerville, Calif 



Paul Glader predicts the 
eventual disappearance of daily 
printed newspapers in cities 
across the United States, which 
may be true. But fortunately for 
me, as the third-generation 
editor and owner of a hometown 
paper out in the sticks, small- 
town Americans still turn to the 
local newspaper as their first and 
best source of information. 

Why are we doing so well? 
We're providing people with 
news they simply cannot get 
anywhere else. We cover their 
school boards and town meet- 
ings, their Scout troops and 
Little League teams. And since 
we meet our readers face to face 
at the grocery, at church and at 
local events, we have to do our 
job fairly, honestly and right. 

The newspaper industry is not 
dead yet, at least not out here in 
small-town America. If Glader 
toured the countryside, he might 
decide his obit was premature. 
- Karen Harrigan Ladd, Cole brook, N.H. 

In defense of our anthem 

I am sure happy that I'm not a 
friend of Bill Press (Rapid Fire, 
August), who is embarrassed by 
"The Star-Spangled Banner." 
Does he not realize that the 
national anthem is our national 
anthem? Not the planet anthem 
or the world anthem, but ours. It 
is ironic that his quote is right 
next to "Remembering Norman- 
dy." My two brothers and I have 
walked on Omaha Beach, where 
my father was 68 years ago in 
June. He passed away in 1985, 
but if he had seen Press' trash 
talk, he would be holding this 
pen instead of me. 

- Tinn Wesenberg, Billings, Mont. 
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Jack Waldron 

Jack is a Colonel, US Army Reserve, and 
Commander, 205th Regional Support Group (RSG), 
Springfield, IL. 

As a Senior Diabetes Care Specialist 
(Indianapolis, IN), he is on the front lines 
fighting diabetes, every day. 



Frank Couture 

Frank is a Lieutenant Commander, 
US Navy Reserve. 

As a Diabetes Care Specialist 
(Portland, ME), he is committed to 
taking a stand against diabetes. 



Jared Patton 

Jared is a Tactical Intelligence Officer, 
301st Military Intelligence Battalion, 
Phoenix, AZ. Currently a Captain, 
US Army Reserve. 

As a Senior Diabetes Care Specialist (Scottsdale, AZ), 
he fights diabetes, today and every day. 



Scott White 

Scott is a Combat Medic, 75th Combat Support 
Hospital, Fort Gillem, GA. Currently a Specialist, 
US Army Reserve. 

As a Senior Field Clinical Research Associate 
(Atlanta, GA), he puts his heart into every battle, 
especially the one against diabetes. 



From the battle lines to the front lines 
in the fight against diabetes. 
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At Novo Nordisk, we are proud to have Veterans on our team, 
working to fight diabetes. As we have been for 89 years, we're 
in it with you, fighting for patients everywhere, every day. 

To learn more, visit novonordisk-us.com. 
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BIG ISSUES 



Contempt citation for attorney general 




SUPPORT 



Rep. Jason Chaffetz, 
R-Utah 

■ Chaffetz chairs the Subcommittee 
on National Security, Homeland 
Defense and Foreign Operations. 




The Justice Department's refusal to produce 
documents subpoenaed in October 2011, relative to 
a government-run gun-walking operation, left the 
House of Representatives no other alternative than 
to hold Attorney General Eric Holder in contempt 
of Congress. 

Contempt is a mechanism 
Congress uses to enforce 
compliance with lawful 
subpoenas. This contempt vote 
is just one of many steps we 
must take to find the truth 
behind the botched operation 
that resulted in the death of 
U.S. Border Patrol Agent Brian Terry in late 
December 2010. 

The Phoenix field division of the Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATE), 
which is under the direction of the Department of 
Justice, purposely allowed about 2,000 firearms 
- mostly AK-47 assault rifles - to be purchased ille- 
gally in Arizona. This fundamentally flawed 
program sought to track the firearms in hopes that 
they would lead to drug cartel leaders. Instead, 
roughly 1,700 guns are unaccounted for and many 
have turned up at various crime scenes, including 
two involved in Agent Terry's death. 

It is critical that we get to the bottom of this 
failed operation to ensure that these tactics are 
never repeated. Unfortunately, Attorney General 
Holder and DoJ have failed to provide thousands of 
documents that would lead us to the truth. 

In addition to Agent Terry, more than 200 Mexi- 
can citizens have been killed, and thousands of 
weapons are still missing. Some of my colleagues 
on the other side of the aisle have questioned the 
motivation behind the Republican attempt to find 
the truth. To them I've said that the Terry family 
deserves answers. Congress deserves answers. 
The American people deserve answers. 



THE HEART OF THE ISSUE 

On June 28, the House of Representatives 
voted to hold Attorney General Eric Holder 
in contempt of Congress for refusing to 
turn over documents tied to a botched 
gun-walking sting. Opponents called 
the vote partisan and political. 



OPPOSE 

Rep. Emanuel Cleaver II, 
D-Mo. 

■ Cleaver is chairman of the 
Congressional Black Caucus. 



The Republican majority in the House of 
Representatives took historic steps to do some- 
thing that has never been done before: hold a 
member of the president's Cabinet in contempt of 
Congress. Eor over 15 months. Attorney General 
Eric Holder and the Depart- 
ment of Justice cooperated 
with the House Oversight 
and Government Reform 
Committee's inquiry, hand- 
ing over thousands of DoJ 
documents. The Obama 
administration rightfully 
asserted executive privi- 
lege - the same process President George W. Bush 
used no fewer than six times - over the narrow 
subset of documents that remained at issue. 

In light of this distracting political vote, the 
Congressional Black Caucus led the efforts to 
walk out on the contempt vote. We were first 
joined by the Congressional Hispanic Caucus, the 
Congressional Asian Pacific American Caucus and 
the Congressional Progressive Caucus - and were 
soon joined by Democratic leadership and several 
members of the Democratic caucus. 

Contempt power should be used sparingly, 
carefully and only in the most egregious situa- 
tions, after a careful and deliberate consideration 
by the House body. Before and during this con- 
tempt vote, the Republican leadership refused to 
articulate any legislative purpose for pursuing 
contempt of our nation's attorney general. Their 
actions are destructive and demonstrate nothing 
more than pathological partisanship - a problem 
that has existed all during the 112th Congress. 

At this critical time before the end of the year, 
we should be focused on finding solutions to 
create jobs and improve the economy. Instead, we 
are entangled in the petty politics of the Republi- 
can leadership, with few achievements. 



CONTACT YOUR ELECTED OFFICIALS 

The Honorable (name), U.S. Senate, Washington, DC 20510 • Phone: (202) 224-3121 

The Honorable (name), U.S. House of Representatives, Washington, DC 20515 • Phone: (202) 225-3121 
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Beautifully 
Presented 
Your pendant 
will arrive in 
a luxurious 
satin-lined 
presentation 
box at no extra 
charge. 




Shown 

approximately 
actual size. 



A gift that celebrates the journey of life... 



My Daughter 
Forever 

Diamond Cross Pendant 

A 23kt gold-plated pendant 
featuring dazzling diamonds, and 
an inspirational message of love. 



From the moment she was bom, she has filled your heart with joy. 
Now, show your daughter just how dear she is to you with this 
breathtaking pendant engraved on the back with the words: "My 
little girl yesterday, my fi-iend today, my daughter forever." 

Exquisitely crafted. 

The pendant features five radiant diamonds set in a cross, centered 
on lovely mother-of-pearl and surrounded by a stunning 23kt gold- 
plated heart pattem. Your daughter will treasure this symbol of 
faith and love for years to come. 

Makes a great gift; 
order today! 

The pendant can be yours for $99 plus 
$7.50 shipping and service, payable in 
three monthly installments of $35.50. 
Your satisfaction is guaranteed. If you 
or your daughter are not delighted, 
simply return the pendant within 90 
days for replacement or refund. For 
delivery in time for the next special 
occasion, don't delay — order today! 




The back of the 

pendant is 
engraved with a 
loving sentiment. 



DMBI 



The Danbury Mint 
47 Richards Avenue 
Norwalk, CT 06857 

YEST Reserve the My Daughter Forever Diamond Cross 
Pendant as described in this announcement. 



RESERVATION APPLICATION 



Send 
no money 



Name _ 



Please print clearly. 



Address _ 



Signature 



Orders subject to acceptance. 



City/State/Zip _ 



FOR FASTEST DELIVERY: 1-800-780-8515 • www.danburymint.com 



957600 13F072 
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A bowlful 
of benefits 

A doughnut or bran 
flakes? Your choice 
matters. 

Enjoying a bowl 
of whole-grain 
cereal in the 
morning helps prevent high 
blood pressure, according to 
research from Harvard University's 
decades-long Physicians' Health 
Study. Researchers who analyzed 
the diet and other health habits of 
13,368 participants report that men 
who had seven servings a week of 
whole-grain cereal reduced their 
risk for hypertension by about 20 
percent. 

That could be because whole 
grains contain potassium, which 
helps keep blood vessels flexible, 
or because whole grains' fiber 
content indirectly promotes 
healthy blood pressure by 
improving how the body handles 
sugar. Of course, those spooning a 
bowl of cereal every morning 
weren't doing something else: 
digging into salty bacon or a 
high-sodium breakfast sandwich 
from the drive-thru. Perhaps their 
arteries were just thanking them 
for that. 



Living Well is designed to 
provide general information. 
It is not intended to be, nor is it, 
medical advice. Readers should 
consult their physicians when 
they have health problems. 



Three types of thyroid disorders 



Thyroid diseases are among the most 
common disorders of the endocrine 
system, affecting nearly 13 million 
Americans, according to the American 
Thyroid Association. The thyroid 
gland - butterfly-shaped, relatively 
small and located in the middle of the 
lower neck - produces hormones that 
influence every cell, tissue and organ in 
the body. Known as the master gland of 
metabolism, the thyroid affects critical 
body functions such as energy level 
and heart rate. 

Affecting people from childhood to 
old age, thyroid disorders are receiving 
new attention. 

Hypothyroidism occurs when the 
thyroid does not produce enough 
thyroid hormone. This may be caused 
by a nonfunctioning gland, destruction 
of the gland from surgery or radiation 
treatment, or a nonfunctioning 
pituitary gland. Symptoms include 
fatigue, depression, forgetfulness, 
weight gain and irregular 
menstrual cycles. Treatment is a 
synthetic form of thyroid 
hormone called levothyroxine. 

IHyperthyroidisnri occurs when 
the thyroid produces too much 
thyroid hormone. Graves' 
disease, one type of 
hyperthyroidism, is an 
autoimmune disorder that is 
partly genetic. Symptoms 
include irritability, nervousness, 
muscle weakness, unexplained 
weight loss, sleep disturbances, 
vision problems and eye 
irritation. Treatments usually 
involve anti-thyroid drugs that 
interfere with thyroid hormone 
production, or radioactive iodine to 
destroy thyroid gland cells. 

Thyroid cancer is the most rapidly 
increasing form of cancer in the 
United States, with more than 
37,000 new cases each year. 



Self-examination may discover growths 
in the thyroid gland (most, however, are 
benign). In most patients, thyroid 
cancer can be completely cured with 
surgery, radiotherapy, chemotherapy or 
thyroid hormone therapy. 

You have a higher risk of developing 
thyroid disease if you have a family 
history of a thyroid or autoimmune 
problem, have another pituitary or 
endocrine disease, have been 
diagnosed with chronic fatigue 
syndrome or fibromyalgia, are a woman 
older than 60, smoke, have been 
exposed to radiation or certain 
chemicals such as perchlorate or 
fluoride, or have been treated with 
lithium. 
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USAA' 



USAA is proud to be the 

Preferred Provider 

of Insurance and Financial Services 
to The American Legion 




Use the card that helps supports 
The American Legion programs. 



Sign up for The American Legion USAA Rewards™ 
World MasterCard® and take advantage of: 

• No annual fee^ 

• Purchase APR as low as 10.9% 

• 0% introductory APR for 12 nnonths on balance transfers 
and convenience checks made in the first three months 
(10.9% to 25.9% variable APR after that) 

• USAA Rewards points that you can redeem for your 
choice of cash, merchandise or other exciting rewards^ 

In addition, USAA Bank will make a contribution to 
The American Legion when you open the account and 
each time you make an eligible purchase with the card. 
No other card works harder for The American Legion. 



Apply today. 

1-877-699-2654 | usaa.com/legioncc 



Insurance Banking Investments Retirement Advice 



Choose from nine unique 
designs created exclusively for 
Legionnaires. See them at 
usaa.com/legioncc. 



USAA^ 



We know what it means to serve? 



USAA means United Services Automobile Association and its insurance, banking, investment and other companies. 

^Offers subject to approval. As of 7/1/2012, regular APRs on purchases, cash advances and balance transfers are 10.9% to 25.9%, depending on your credit history and other factors. APRs will vary 
with the market based on the Prime Rate. There is a transaction fee of 3% on cash advances ($200 maximum on balance transfers and convenience checks) and 1% on foreign transactions. Rates 
and fees subject to change. Please contact us for the most current information. If your credit history and other factors qualify you for a credit limit under $5,000, you will receive a USAA Platinum 
MasterCard with the same rates and fees. ^Rewards points terminate if account is closed, delinquent or program ends. Earn 1 point for every $1 in credit card purchases. Other restrictions apply. 
USAA Rewards Program terms and conditions will be provided with your card. Use of the term "member" or "membership" does not convey any legal, eligibility or ownership rights. Availability 
restrictions apply. Purchase of a bank product does not establish eligibility for, or membership in, USAA property and casualty insurance companies. USAA Savings Bank, Member FDIC. The 
American Legion receives financial support from USAA for this sponsorship. © 2012 USAA. 139211-0812 



America's nutrient report card 

Most get what they need, but 10 percent are missing l<ey vitamins and minerals. 



BY JUDITH HURLEY 

It's hardly news that Americans tend to go 
overboard on fat, salt and sugar. But, in a positive 
trend, most of us are still getting enough vita- 
mins and minerals in our diets, according to the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC). 

The agency recently measured levels of 58 
nutrients and other substances important to 
health - several for the first time - using blood 
samples from a national health survey. The 
findings were reported in the "Second National 
Report on Biochemical Indicators of Diet and 
Nutrition in the U.S. Population" in April. Less 
than 10 percent of the population is low in key 
nutrients such as vitamin A, vitamin E and folate. 
Still, levels of vitamins C and B12 are borderline, 
and some racial and ethnic groups are missing 
out on other crucial nutrients. 

Vitamin B6, which plays a role in protein 
metabolism and brain function, is the most 
common nutritional deficiency, occurring in just 
over 10 percent of the population. Vitamin D - 
important for bone health, muscle strength, and 
warding off cancer and diabetes - is low in 
31 percent of blacks and 12 percent of Mexican- 
Americans. Iron levels were skimpy among 
Mexican-American women and children and 
among black women. Although that finding is not 
new, it remains troubling, because 
anemia due to low iron is linked to 
learning problems and poor 
school performance. 

No matter the racial or 
ethnic group, women of 
childbearing age - 20 to 39 - 
have barely sufficient levels of 
iodine, which is necessary during 
pregnancy for normal brain develop- 
ment of the fetus. An iodine deficiency 
can cause mental retardation and other 
irreversible problems in an infant's growth 
and development. 

But the CDC also found that folate levels are 
generally good in women of childbearing age, 
a consequence of the mandatory fortification of 



flour and cereal products with vitamin B that 
began in 1998. Lack of folate is a primary cause 
of spina bifida and other serious spine and brain 
birth defects in newborns. Over the past decade, 
folate deficiency has dropped significantly and 
now occurs in less than 1 percent of individuals. 

Americans with a penchant for potato chips, 
French fries, crackers and other snack foods 
should pay special attention to the report. Acryl- 
amide, a chemical naturally produced when 
starchy foods are baked or fried at high tempera- 
tures, was found in nearly everyone's blood, 
though in small amounts. Because large amounts 
of acrylamide are toxic to nerves and have been 
linked to cancer in animals, the chemical's 
presence in the blood of children and adults, even 
at the low levels found, concerns health experts. 

This is the first time that blood levels of 
acrylamide have been measured in the U.S. 
population, and research is ongoing to better 
understand the compound's potential health 
effects. 



Judith Hurley is a 
freelance writer 
specializing in 
health and 
medicine. 
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Nutrients your body needs 

In the fall, nutrient-rich foods are abundant in farmers 
markets, grocery stores and home vegetable gardens. 
Take advantage of the bounty to get these nutrients, 
which the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
has found to be low in many Americans' diets. 

VITAMIN B6 

Why you need It: Protein synthesis, 
healthy skin and nerves, immunity 
Where to get It: Turkey, fish, beans, whole 
grains, potatoes, bananas 

VITAMIN B12 

Why you need It: Healthy red blood cells 
and nerve function; deficiency leads to 
anemia and nervous system disorders 
Where to get It: Fish, poultry, beef, pork, 
fortified cereal, milk, yogurt, cheese, eggs 




VITAMIN C 

Why you need It: Wound healing, 
immunity, gum health, antioxidant 
protection 
Where to get It: Red peppers, oranges, 
grapefruit, kiwi fruit, broccoli, cauliflower, winter 
squash, tomatoes, cantaloupe, cabbage, potatoes 





VITAMIN D 

Why you need It: Aids calcium use in the 
body, supports bone health and immunity, 
reduces inflammation 
Where to get It: Egg yolks, salmon, tuna and other 
fish, liver, milk, fortified orange juice, cereal, 
margarine, sunlight (15 minutes per day) 

IODINE 

Why you need It: Needed to make thyroid 
hormone; deficiency leads to mental 
retardation in infants and children, goiter 
and thyroid problems 

Where to get It: Seaweed, 
^1 shellfish, yogurt, milk, 

bread, eggs, iodized salt 



Why you need It: 

Transports oxygen 
to body cells and 
tissues; deficiency leads to 
anemia and is linked to 
behavioral and learning problems 
in infants and children 
Where to get It: Beef, turkey, tuna, 
beans, bread, cereal 







The wonders of water 

U.S. News & World Report detaWs some of the many 
underappreciated health benefits of water, including: 

Hydration. "We know this seems obvious, but the truth is, 
your body can't function at its most basic level without 
ample amounts of water ... how will you know when you're 
running low on H20? According to the Mayo Clinic, if you're 
thirsty, constipated, tired or are producing less urine, you 
may already be dehydrated." 

Feeling full. "Drinking a glass or two of water before a meal 
can help you practice portion control. This is a great tip 
because many of us, even those who aren't dieting, tend to 
overeat." 

Flushing toxins. "Staying properly hydrated is the only way 
we can effectively purge our bodies of toxins." 

Staying regular. "This is closely related to flushing toxins ... 
but there are other benefits to having regular bowel 
movements than ridding the body of pollutants. People 
with chronic constipation are more likely to experience 
numerous diseases and conditions, from diabetes to colon 
cancer." 

Sweating. "Sweating may be embarrassing sometimes ... 
but it's a necessary function, as it regulates and cools your 
body temperature. It's a huge boon whenever you're 
exercising, but if you're not properly hydrated, you won't be 
able to sweat as much as you need to." 

Helping In exercise. "Not only does water keep your 
internal heat gauge in check when you're running laps or 
shooting hoops, but it also physically assists you while you 
do those things (and any other physical activity). Water 
lubricates your joints so you can move easily, and it hydrates 
your muscles to prevent cramping." 

No better alternative. "Water has zero calories and a host 
of benefits ... Even if you're not trying to cut calories, 
swapping water for soda can still have a positive effect on 
your health. Just look at the ingredient list on almost any 
brand of cola and you're likely to find chemicals such as 
phosphoric acid (shown to lower bone density in a study 
conducted by researchers at Tufts University) and caramel 
color (a carcinogenic substance that the Center for Science 
in the Public Interest tried to persuade the FDA to ban)." 
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IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION 

WHAT IS THE MOST IMPORTANT INFORMATION I SHOULD 
KNOW ABOUT XARELTO® (RIVAROXABAN)? 

People with atrial fibrillation (an irregular heartbeat) are at an 
increased risk of forming a blood clot in the heart, which can travel to 
the brain, causing a stroke, or to other parts of the body. XARELTO® 
lowers your chance of having a stroke by helping to prevent clots from 
forming. If you stop taking XARELTO®, you may have an increased risk 
of forming a clot in your blood. 

• Do not stop taking XARELTO® without talking to the 
doctor who prescribes it for you. Stopping XARELTO® 
increases your risk of having a stroke. 

If you have to stop taking XARELTO®, your doctor may prescribe 
another blood thinner medicine to prevent a blood clot from forming. 

• Take XARELTO® 1 time a day with your evening meal exactly as 
prescribed by your doctor. 

XARELTO® can cause bleeding, which can be serious, and rarely may 
lead to death. This is because XARELTO® is a blood thinner medicine 
that reduces blood clotting. While you take XARELTO® you are likely 
to bruise more easily and it may take longer for bleeding to stop. 

You may have a higher risk of bleeding if you take XARELTO® and take 
other medicines that increase your risk of bleeding, including: 

• Aspirin or aspirin-containing products 

• Non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs (NSAIDs) 

• Warfarin sodium (Coumadin®, Jantoven®) 

• Any medicine that contains heparin 

• Clopidogrel (Plavix®) 

• Prasugrel (Effient®) 

• Ticagrelor (Brilinta™) 

Tell your doctor if you take any of these medicines. Ask your doctor or 
pharmacist if you are not sure if your medicine is one listed above. 

Call your doctor or get medical help right away if you 
develop any of these signs or symptoms of bleeding: 

• Tingling, numbness (especially in your legs), or muscle weakness. 
This is particularly important if you had a procedure where a needle 
was inserted into the spinal column for any reason 

• Any unexpected bleeding, or bleeding that lasts a long time such as 

• Nosebleeds that happen often 

• Unusual bleeding from gums 

• Menstrual bleeding that is heavier than normal, or vaginal bleeding 

• Bleeding that is severe or that you cannot control 

• Red, pink, or brown urine 

• Bright red or black stools (look like tar) 

• Cough up blood or blood clots 

• Vomit blood or your vomit looks like "coffee grounds" 

• Headaches, feeling dizzy or weak 

• Pain, swelling, or new drainage at wound sites 

WHO SHOULD NOT TAKE XARELTO®? 

Do not take XARELTO® if you 

• Currently have abnormal or unusual bleeding 

• Are allergic to rivaroxaban or any of the ingredients of XARELTO® 

WHAT SHOULD I TELL MY DOCTOR BEFORE OR WHILE 
TAKING XARELTO®? 

Before taking XARELTO®, tell your doctor if you 

• Have ever had bleeding problems 

• Have liver or kidney problems 

• Have any other medical condition 

• Are pregnant or planning to become pregnant 

• Are breastfeeding or plan to breastfeed 



Tell all of your doctors and dentists that you are taking XARELTO®. 
They should talk to the doctor who prescribed XARELTO® for you 
before you have any surgery, medical or dental procedure. 

Tell your doctor about all the medicines you take, including 
prescription and nonprescription medicines, vitamins, and 
herbal supplements. Some of your other medicines may affect the 
way XARELTO® works. Certain medicines may increase your risk of bleeding. 
Especially tell your doctor if you take 

• Ketoconazole (Nizoral®) 

• Itraconazole (Onmel™, Sporanox®) 

• Ritonavir (Norvir®) 

• Lopinavir/ritonavir (Kaletra®) 

• Indinavir (Crixivan®) 

• Carbamazepine (Carbatrol®, Equetro®, Tegretol®, 
Tegretol®-XR,Teril™, Epitol®) 

• Phenytoin (Dilantin-125®, Dilantin®) 

• Phenobarbital (Solfoton™) 

• Rifampin (Rifater®, Rifamate®, Rimactane®, Rifadin®) 

• St. John's wort (Hypericum perforatum) 

Ask your doctor if you are not sure if your medicine is one listed above. 
Know the medicines you take. Keep a list of them to show your doctor 
and pharmacist when you get a new medicine. 

HOW SHOULD I TAKE XARELTO®? 

Take XARELTO® exactly as prescribed by your doctor. Do not change 
your dose or stop taking XARELTO® unless your doctor tells you to. 

For people who have: 

• Atrial fibrillation: Take XARELTO® 1 time a day with your 
evening meal. Stopping XARELTO® may increase your risk 
of having a stroke or forming blood clots in other parts of 
your body. 

• Your doctor may stop XARELTO® for a short time before any 
surgery, medical or dental procedure. Your doctor will tell you when 
to start taking XARELTO® again after your surgery or procedure. 

• Do not run out of XARELTO®. Refill your prescription for XARELTO® 
before you run out. 

• If you miss a dose of XARELTO®, take it as soon as you remember 
on the same day. 

• If you take too much XARELTO®, go to the nearest hospital 
emergency room or call your doctor right away. 

WHAT ARE THE POSSIBLE SIDE EFFECTS OF XARELTO®? 

XARELTO® can cause bleeding, which can be serious, and rarely may 
lead to death. Please see "What is the most important 
information I should know about XARELTO®?" 

Tell your doctor if you have any side effect that bothers you or that 
does not go away. 

Discuss any side effects with your doctor. You are also 
encouraged to report side effects to the FDA: visit 
http://www.fda.gov/medwatch or call 1 -800-FDA-1 088. S 

You may also report side effects to Janssen Pharmaceuticals, Inc. :z 
at 1-800-JANSSEN (1-800-526-7736). >< 

o 

Please see accompanying Product Information including 
Boxed Warnings on the following pages. 

Trademarks are those of their respective owners. 



XARELTO® is licensed from Bayer Healthcare AG, 51368 Leverkusen, Germany. ^ 
©Janssen Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 2012 September 2012 02X11356B janssen^ 



If you have atrial fibrillation (AFib) 



Ready to break 

your AFib routine? 




XARELTO® is the first and only once-a-day 



prescription blood thinner for patients with 



AFib not caused by a heart valve problem. 



that is proven to reduce the risk of stroke 



without routine blood monitoring. 



Ask your doctor about XARELTOf 



XARELTO® is proven effective to reduce the risk of stroke in people who have an irregular 
heartbeat called atrial fibrillation, or AFib. With XARELTO®, there's no routine blood 
monitoring — so you have more time for yourself. There are no dietary restrictions, so you're 
free to enjoy the healthy foods you love. And there are no dosage adjustments, which means 
you can manage your risk with just one pill a day, taken with your evening meal. 
Learn how XARELTO® can help simplify your AFib-related stroke-risk treatment. Talk to your 
doctor or call 1-888-XARELTO (1-888-927-3586) today. 

Like warfarin, XARELTO® is a prescription medicine used to reduce the risk of stroke and 
blood clots in people with atrial fibrillation, not caused by a heart valve problem. 
There is limited data on how these drugs compare when warfarin is well managed. 

Please see accompanying Product Information including Boxed Warnings on the 
following pages. 



Learn nnore about XARELTO® 

Ask your doctor 
Visit XARELTO-US.com 
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Read this Medication Guide before you start taking XARELTO and 
each time you get a refill. There may be new information. This 
Medication Guide does not take the place of talking with your 
doctor about your medical condition or your treatment. 

What is the most important information I should know 
about XARELTO? 

• For people taking XARELTO for atrial fibrillation: 

People with atrial fibrillation (an irregular heart beat) are at an 
increased risk of forming a blood clot in the heart, which can 
travel to the brain, causing a stroke, or to other parts of the body. 
XARELTO lowers your chance of having a stroke by helping to 
prevent clots from forming. If you stop taking XARELTO, you may 
have increased risk of forming a clot in your blood. 

Do not stop taking XARELTO without talking to the 
doctor who prescribes it for you. Stopping XARELTO 
increases your risk of having a stroke. 

If you have to stop taking XARELTO, your doctor may prescribe 
another blood thinner medicine to prevent a blood clot from forming. 

• XARELTO can cause bleeding, which can be serious, and rarely 
may lead to death. This is because XARELTO is a blood thinner 
medicine that reduces blood clotting. While you take XARELTO 
you are likely to bruise more easily and it may take longer for 
bleeding to stop. 

You may have a higher risk of bleeding if you take XARELTO and take 
other medicines that increase your risk of bleeding, including: 

• aspirin or aspirin containing products 

• non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs (NSAIDs) 

• warfarin sodium (Coumadin®, Jantoven®) 

• any medicine that contains heparin 

• clopidogrel (Plavix®) 

• prasugrel (Effient®) 

• ticagrelor (Brilinta®) 

Tell your doctor if you take any of these medicines. Ask your doctor or 
pharmacist if you are not sure if your medicine is one listed above. 

Call your doctor or get medical help right away if you 
develop any of these signs or symptoms of bleeding: 

• unexpected bleeding or bleeding that lasts a long time, such as: 

• nose bleeds that happen often 

• unusual bleeding from the gums 

• menstrual bleeding that is heavier than normal or vaginal bleeding 

• bleeding that is severe or you cannot control 

• red, pink or brown urine 

• bright red or black stools (looks like tar) 

• cough up blood or blood clots 

• vomit blood or your vomit looks like "coffee grounds" 

• headaches, feeling dizzy or weak 

• pain, swelling, or new drainage at wound sites 

See "What are the possible side effects of XARELTO?" 
for more information about side effects. 



What is XARELTO? 

• XARELTO is a prescription medicine used to: 

• reduce the risk of stroke and blood clots in people who have a 
medical condition called atrial fibrillation. With atrial fibrillation, 
part of the heart does not beat the way it should. This can lead 
to the formation of blood clots, which can travel to the brain, 
causing a stroke, or to other parts of the body. 

• reduce the risk of forming a blood clot in the legs and lungs of 
people who have just had hip or knee replacement surgery. 

It is not known if XARELTO is safe and works in children. 

Who should not take XARELTO? 

Do not take XARELTO if you: 

• currently have certain types of abnormal bleeding. Talk to 
your doctor before taking XARELTO if you currently have 
unusual bleeding. 

• are allergic to rivaroxaban or any of the ingredients in XARELTO. 
See the end of this leaflet for a complete list of ingredients 

in XARELTO. 

What should I tell my doctor before taking XARELTO? 

Before you take XARELTO, tell your doctor if you: 

• have ever had bleeding problems 

• have liver or kidney problems 

• have any other medical condition 

• are pregnant or planning to become pregnant. It is not 
known if XARELTO will harm your unborn baby. 

• are breastfeeding or plan to breastfeed. It is not known if 
XARELTO passes into your breast milk. You and your doctor should 
decide if you will take XARELTO or breastfeed. 

Tell all of your doctors and dentists that you are taking XARELTO. 
They should talk to the doctor who prescribed XARELTO for you 
before you have any surgery, medical or dental procedure. 

Tell your doctor about all the medicines you take, including 
prescription and nonprescription medicines, vitamins, and 
herbal supplements. Some of your other medicines may affect 
the way XARELTO works. Certain medicines may increase your risk 
of bleeding. See "What is the most important information I 
should know about XARELTO?" 

Especially tell your doctor if you take: 

• ketoconazole (Nizoral®) 

• itraconazole (Onmel™, Sporanox®) 

• ritonavir (Norvir®) 

• lopinavir/ritonavir (Kaletra®) 

• indinavir (Crixivan®) 

• carbamazepine (Carbatrol®, Equetro®, Tegretol®, 
Tegretol®-XR,Teril™, Epitol®) 

• phenytoin (Dilantin-125®, Dilantin®) 

• phenobarbital (Solfoton™) 



• rifampin (Rifater®, Rifamate®, Rimactane®, Rifadin®) 

• St. John's wort (Hypericum perforatum) 

Ask your doctor if you are not sure if your medicine is one 
listed above. 

Know the medicines you take. Keep a list of them to show 
your doctor and pharmacist when you get a new medicine. 

How should I take XARELTO? 

• Take XARELTO exactly as prescribed by your doctor. Do not change 
your dose or stop taking XARELTO unless your doctor tells you to. 

• For people who have: 

• atrial fibrillation: Take XARELTO 1 time a day with your 
evening meal. Stopping XARELTO may increase your risk 
of having a stroke or forming blood clots in other parts 
of your body. 

• hip or knee replacement surgery: Take XARELTO 1 time a 
day with or without food. 

• Your doctor will decide how long you should take 
XARELTO. Do not stop taking XARELTO without talking 
with your doctor first. 

• Your doctor may stop XARELTO for a short time before any surgery, 
medical or dental procedure. Your doctor will tell you when to start 
taking XARELTO again after your surgery or procedure. 

• Do not run out of XARELTO. Refill your prescription of XARELTO 
before you run out. When leaving the hospital following a hip or 
knee replacement, be sure that you will have XARELTO available to 
avoid missing any doses. 

• If you miss a dose of XARELTO, take it as soon as you 
remember on the same day. 

• If you take too much XARELTO, go to the nearest hospital 
emergency room or call your doctor right away. 

What are the possible side effects of XARELTO? 

• See "What is the most important information I should 
know about XARELTO?" 

Tell your doctor if you have any side effect that bothers you or that 
does not go away. 

Call your doctor for medical advice about side effects. You may report 
side effects to FDA at 1-800-FDA-1088. 

How should I store XARELTO? 

• Store XARELTO at room temperature between 59° to 86°F 
(15° to 30° C). 

Keep XARELTO and all medicines out of the reach of children. 



General information about XARELTO. 

Medicines are sometimes prescribed for purposes other than those 
listed in a Medication Guide. Do not use XARELTO for a condition for 
which it was not prescribed. Do not give XARELTO to other people, 
even if they have the same condition. It may harm them. 

This Medication Guide summarizes the most important information 
about XARELTO. If you would like more information, talk with your 
doctor. You can ask your pharmacist or doctor for information about 
XARELTO that is written for health professionals. 

For more information call 1-800-526-7736 or go to 
www.XARELTO-US.com. 

What are the ingredients in XARELTO? 

Active ingredient: rivaroxaban 

Inactive ingredients: croscarmellose sodium, hypromellose, lactose 
monohydrate, magnesium stearate, microcrystalline cellulose, and 
sodium lauryl sulfate. 

The proprietary film coating mixture for XARELTO 10 mg tablets is 
Opadry® Pink, contains: ferric oxide red, hypromellose, polyethylene 
glycol 3350, and titanium dioxide. 

The proprietary film coating mixture for XARELTO 1 5 mg tablets is 
Opadry® Red, contains: ferric oxide red, hypromellose, polyethylene 
glycol 3350, and titanium dioxide. 

The proprietary film coating mixture for XARELTO 20 mg tablets 
is Opadry® II Dark Red, contains: ferric oxide red, polyethylene 
glycol 3350, polyvinyl alcohol (partially hydrolyzed), talc, and 
titanium dioxide. 

Revised: December 2011 

This Medication Guide has been approved by the U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration. 

Finished Product Manufactured by: 
Janssen Ortho, LLC 
Gurabo, PR 00778 

Manufactured for: 

Janssen Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 

Titusville, NJ 08560 

Licensed from: 
Bayer Healthcare AG 
51368 Leverkusen, Germany 

© Janssen Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 201 1 

Trademarks are property of their respective owners. 
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VA care opens for Lejeune vets, families 



BY TOM PHILPOTT 

For many ailing Marine Corps veterans and 
family members, it provides timely care they can't 
otherwise afford. For Bill Boyd and his son, 
William, it's too little, too late. 

They refer to a bipartisan law President Barack 
Obama signed Aug. 6 that makes VA the health- 
care provider of last resort for an unknown 
number of victims of contaminated tap water years 
ago at Camp Lejeune, N.C. 

A few months after 
implementing regulations are 
published (the new law sets 
no deadline for this), VA will 
begin to provide hospitaliza- 
tion and medical services to 
any qualified veteran or 
family member who lived at 
Lejeune for at least 30 days 
between Jan. 1, 1957, and 
Dec. 31, 1987, including those 
in ntero while their mothers 
lived on base. 

To qualify, former residents 
must have one of 15 illnesses 
linked to the volatile organic 
compounds found in Lejeune 
water wells. These include 

cancer of the esophagus, lung, breast, bladder and 
kidney, as well as leukemia, multiple myeloma, 
myelodysplastic syndromes, renal toxicity, hepatic 
steatosis, female infertility, miscarriage, 
scleroderma, neurobehavioral effects and 
non-Hodgkin lymphoma. 

Patients must also have no other care options, 
such as employer-provided health insurance, and 
there must be no other obvious causes for their 
condition that would trump water exposure 
at Lejeune. 

At the insistence of Sen. Jim DeMint, R-S.C, who 
for a time blocked a vote on the bill, the law also 
states that access to VA care is permitted "notwith- 
standing that there is insufficient medical evidence 
to conclude that such illnesses or conditions are 
attributable to such service." 

Bill Boyd, 64, said his family lived in a trailer off 
the main base for three years, until 1972. At 34, 
William had a cancerous tumor removed from his 
kidney. Now 45, he has other health problems. But 
because he has employer-provided health 
insurance, the new law brings no benefit to him. 




"He's had certain out-of-pocket medical 
expenses - deductibles and alike - but he's better 
off than a lot of people who didn't have any insur- 
ance," says Boyd, who lives in Mount Pleasant, S.C. 
He suspects that many have already suffered 
through illnesses tied to Lejeune water, and have 
either been treated and recovered or have died. 
Notifying Lejeune victims about the new stopgap 
coverage is important, Boyd 
says. While volunteering at 
the local VA hospital a few 
years back, he couldn't find a 
single Marine veteran who 
knew about the water 
problem at Lejeune. 

Retired Marine Master Sgt. 
Jerry Ensminger lost his 
daughter, Janey, in 1985 to 
acute lymphoblastic leuke- 
mia, a rare illness linked to 
toxins at Lejeune. He led the 
push for legislation by 
pressing for more research 
and posting Navy documents 
detailing the toxins on his 
group's website, www.tftptf. 
com. Congress titled the 
portion of the law dealing with Lejeune victims 
the Janey Ensminger Act. 

It is just "the first step in achieving justice," 
Ensminger says. He credits Sen. Richard Burr, 
R-N.C, and Rep. Brad Miller, D-N.C, for shaping a 
bill to bring needed care, at least to those who 
have no other options, that Congress would pass. 

The Congressional Budget Office says that 
650,000 individuals were stationed at Lejeune 
during the period of contamination. Several 
thousand are expected to qualify for VA care. To 
cover the cost - roughly $162 million over the first 
five years - the law extends higher fees now being 
charged to users of the VA home-loan guarantee 
program. For example, veterans seeking no-money- 
down VA home loans today pay fees equal to 2.15 
percent of the loan amounts. That was set to fall to 
1.4 percent on Oct. 1, 2016. Now it won't drop until 
a year later. 

Tom Philpott, a former Coast Guardsman, has 
written about veterans and military personnel issues 
for more than 30 years. 
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Custom printed lining featuring 
poignant Marine sentiment: 

It is not to be taken lightly 
It does not come easily — 
This service of dedication, 
determination, and commitment. 
Nor is it a choice 
to carry forward honor. 
And always have the courage 
to make your country proud. 
It is simply what it means 

To forever he — 
A United States Marine 



* * * 

Fully-lined wool blend 
jacket with grey faux 
suede trim 



To Forever Be... a United States Marine 

The United States Marines has a rich history of tradition, honor and pride. Show your love 
and respect with this vintage varsity-style men's jacket from The Bradford Exchange. Custom- 
crafted of a heavyweight wool blend in rich Marine blue, the front-zip jacket features knit 
cuffs and hem and is accented with grey faux suede on the collar, pockets and sleeves and a 
grey embroidered "USMC" on the front. Our unique, custom-printed lining features a Marine 
tribute written specially for this exclusive jacket. The back of the jacket is printed with a 
striking full-color collage. A Marine Corps emblem zipper 
pull and a U.S. flag on the sleeve provide the final patriotic 
touches. Imported. 

Dependable and affordable; 
satisfaction guaranteed 

Available in four sizes, this striking custom jacket is a 
remarkable value at $179-95*, payable in five convenient 
installments of $35.99 each, and backed by our 30-day 
money-back guarantee. To reserve your jacket, send no 
money now; just return the Reservation Application. Don't 
miss out — order today! 

www.bradfordexchange.com/usmcvarsity 



"USMC embroidery on the front and 
American flag patch on right sleeve 
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RESERVATION APPLICATION 



SEND NO MONEY NOW 



^APPAREL & ACCESSORIES^- 



9345 Milwaukee Avenue • Niles, IL 60714-1393 

YES. Please reserve the "Proud to be a Marine" Wool 
Jacket for me as described in this announcement. I've 
circled my size preference below. 

Please Respond Promptly 

M(38-40)01-14689-011 XL(46-48) 01-14689-013 

L(42-44) 01-14689-012 XXL(50-52) 01-14689-014 

Mrs. Mr. Ms. 





Name (Please Print Clearly) 


Address 




City 


State 


Zip 



-E94901 

*Plus $1 4.99 shipping and service. Please allow 4 to 8 weeks after the first payment 
for sNpment^ '^'L^alef ^^e subject to product av^ilabNity and order acceptance^ 
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Kunning ror nis secona ana nnai 
term as U.S. president, Barack Obama 
believes that greater investment in 
education, science and infrastructure 
is the prescription for America's 
economic recovery. 

Mitt Romney, the GOP presidential 
candidate and former Massachusetts 
governor, has a competing vision. He vows 
to massively reduce spending without 
cutting the military budget. 




U.S. forces have left Iraq and are leaving 
Afghanistan, but Iran remains a serious 
threat, Pakistan is a question mark, and the 
unrest in Syria and Egypt continues to draw 
world attention. How do you see the U.S. 
military's role evolving in the Middle East? 

OBAMA: Because of the extraordinary sacrifices 
of our men and women in uniform - as well as 
our outstanding diplomatic corps, our intelligence 
teams - we were able to exit from Iraq in a way 
that gives them an opportunity to build a democ- 
racy for themselves. We expected after our exit 
that they would have ups and downs. Their 
political system is still in its infancy, and there 
are going to be tensions and stresses. But so far, 
because of the work our people did, they are 
quick to manage those tensions through politics. 
Their economy and oil production are starting to 
recover, and we continue to have a strong interac- 
tion with them. 
What we've been able to do is reposition 



ourselves so that rather than, on a day-to-day 
basis, serve as their army and their police force, 
we now have a more appropriate relationship as 
partners with them in the region. 



"Because we're transitioning in 
Afghanistan and turning over more 
responsibility to the Afghans, that 
actually frees up our forces to be 

nnore flexible, more nimble and more 
effective in responding to ... those 

forces that pose a direct threat to U.S. 

interests." BarockObomo 



In Afghanistan, obviously we're still in the 
midst, and the hardship that our troops continue 
to experience is significant. But their capacity to 
break the Taliban's momentum and to build up 
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CHOICE 




On Nov. 6, the nation's voters - including 
some 22 million U.S. veterans - will decide 
which man they want in the White House. 

In exclusive interviews, the candidates 
explained their positions on the U.S. 
military's Middle East footprint, veterans 
unemployment, the VA claims backlog, 
energy independence, illegal immigration 
and the next steps in economic recovery. 
The American Legion Magazine Managing 
Editor Matt Grills and Multimedia Editor 
Steve Brooks conducted the interviews. 




Afghan forces - and now, to execute the transi- 
tion - gives an opportunity also for the Afghan 
people to determine their own destiny. 

Iran continues to engage in destabilizing 
activity in the region and has proven unwilling to 
convince the international community that they 
are not pursuing nuclear weapons, and as a 
consequence, our force profile in the region 
remains robust and will remain robust for the 
foreseeable future. Because we ended the war in 
Iraq, because we're transitioning in Afghanistan 
and turning over more responsibility to the 
Afghans, that actually frees up our forces to be 
more flexible, more nimble and more effective in 
responding to ... those forces that pose a direct 
threat to U.S. interests. And it allows us to build 
partnerships with other countries that end up 
being a force multiplier in the region. 

ROMNEY: Well, surely in Afghanistan we want 
to make a smooth handoff of the security of the 
Afghan sovereignty to the Afghan security forces, 
and our troops will fulfill that role and should be 



"I want to have a military that is so 
strong that no one would want to test 

it, that any nation considering 
untoward activity would have second 
thoughts given the capacity of 
Annerica to react/' MittRomney 

completed by the end of 2014. But as we look 
forward, a decision to involve America's military 
in kinetic activity should only be made when 
there is a substantial American interest at stake, 
when the mission is clearly defined and commu- 
nicated to the American people, when we know 
how we'll know when the mission has been 
completed, when we have full resources to 
provide for the protection and success of the 
mission, when we have determined how we will 
get out and what will happen after we've gone. 
My own view is that those circumstances will be 
rare and that the decision to involve our troops in 
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President Barack Obama greeted Legionnaires following his 
address at the 93rd National Convention in Minneapolis. 

Tom Strattman photo 

a conflict setting is a decision that would have to 
meet a very high hurdle. So, within the Middle 
East or anywhere in the world, I would not want 
to use our military might unless all those condi- 
tions were met. That being said, I want to have a 
military that is so strong that no one would want 
to test it, that any nation considering untoward 
activity would have second thoughts given the 
capacity of America to react. 

Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta has said 
that increasing our military presence in the 
Asia-Pacific region isn't an attempt to raise 
tensions. Why is there a need for this 
increased presence? 

ROMNEY: Our nation has long guaranteed free- 
dom in the air, freedom on the seas and freedom in 
space. And there is potentially an interest on the 
part of some nations like China to question that 
freedom and to assert their sovereignty over 
extensive territory on the seas. 

China, for instance, claims the South China Sea, 
and through the South China Sea nearly half of the 
world's trade flows. It's important for America to 
communicate to the nations of the Pacific that we 
are not abandoning our commitment to protecting 
the freedom of the seas, the freedom of the air, the 
freedom of space, and therefore to maintain a 
military presence in the region. I'm very concerned 
that while Secretary Panetta has that intent, he 
may not have the capacity to project that level of 
commitment because of the president's plans to 
reduce our shipbuilding, reduce the purchase of 
aircraft and reduce the number of active-duty 
personnel. My own view is that we should increase 
shipbuilding from nine to 15 per year, add more 
aircraft, and increase the number of active-duty 
personnel by approximately 100,000. 



"My own view is we should increase 
shipbuilding from nine to 15 per year, 
we should add more aircraft, and we 
should increase the number of active- 
duty personnel by approximately 

mOOO" Mitt Romney 

OBAMA: The Asia-Pacific region is going to be 
the increasing center of economic activity in the 
world. (It) already accounts for about a third of 
our exports. A third of our imports come from 
that region. It's growing faster than any region in 
the world, and we've always been a Pacific power. 
And so we want to make sure that even as we 
remain vigilant in preventing terrorism and 
protecting strategic interests in the Middle East, 
even as we continue our historic alliances with 
Europe to help maintain a peace and stability 
there, we can't neglect a region that is going to be 
growing in importance for decades to come. And 
our goal in the Asia-Pacific region is to help 
ensure that as the region grows in economic 
activity and international power, that rules of the 
road are observed, that commercial sea lanes 
remain open, that our alliances with countries 
like Japan (and) South Korea are more robust 
than ever. 

"With the Iraq war over, with 
enormous budget pressures taking 
place, with the need for us to take 
care of our veterans, it's going to be 
important for us to make sure that 
every one of our defense dollars 

counts/' BorackObomo 

We're putting our money where our mouth is. 
With the Iraq war over, with enormous budget 
pressures taking place, with the need for us to 
take care of our veterans, it's going to be impor- 
tant for us to make sure that every one of our 
defense dollars counts. Working with the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, what we've been able to do is 
develop a strategy that guides our defense spend- 
ing and our force structure's procurement over 



22 THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE | OCTOBER 2012 



decades to come, and within the budget envelope 
that we're going to be working with, we are 
making sure that the Asia-Pacific region is not 
neglected, and that our Navy and our Air Force 
- which (are) our primary mechanisms to project 
force throughout a vast ocean - are preserved and 
enhanced. 



The VA budget continues to increase each 
year, but the backlog of unresolved claims 
has nearly doubled in the past two years to 
nearly 1 million today. What can be done to 
reverse this trend, especially now that so 
many are discharging from the service, 
looking for benefits? 

OBAMA: I've always said that one of my No. 1 
priorities as commander in chief is making sure 
that our veterans are served as well as they've 
served us. My budgets have reflected those 
priorities. We've increased VA funding more than 
any president in the last 30 years, and we're going 
to make sure we've got the resources to do the job. 

The backlog has been a particular challenge, 
partly because we opened up access to disability 
claims for Agent Orange claimants. That was 
250,000 to 300,000 individuals who hadn't re- 
ceived the help that they'd needed, dating back to 
Vietnam. We have recognized and changed the 
presumptions around post-traumatic stress 
disorder because we now recognize the toll so 
many in the post-9/11 generation have experi- 
enced when it comes to post-traumatic stress 
disorder. Even though we have significantly 
increased the number of claims processors, even 
though we're processing over a million more 
claims over the last three years than we've done 
in the past, that influx of new claims means the 
backlog's still unacceptably high. So my instruc- 
tion to every agency that touches on this issue is 
that we've got to bring that backlog down. 

There are a couple of things we're doing imme- 
diately. First of all, we're taking 1,200 claims 
processors who we had surged, essentially, to deal 
with Agent Orange claims, and we're now shifting 
them to work just on that backlog. These are 
proven folks who know the job and understand 
the task in front of them. 

The second thing we're doing is prioritizing 
claims to make sure that those (veterans) who 
have the most serious injuries and need help most 
immediately are on a fast track to get resolution of 
their claims. 



On the eve of accepting his party's nonnination, Republican 
presidential candidate Mitt Ronnney spoke to Legionnaires at 
the 94th National Convention in Indianapolis. Tom Strattman photo 

The third thing we're doing is doing a better job 
of working with DoD so that we are touching our 
vets immediately after they've left service, so that 
we don't have a situation where the backlog builds 
up in part because people don't know what their 
rights are right away, they lose track of paper- 
work, time passes, and it becomes that much 
harder to process their claims. 

"We're doing a better job ... touching 
our vets immediately after they've left 

service, so that we don't have a 
situation where the backlog builds up 
in part because people don't know 
what their rights are right away, they 
lose track of paperwork, time passes, 
and it becomes that much harder to 
process their claims." Borockobomo 

But ultimately, these are all short-term mecha- 
nisms to bring the backlog down. Long-term, 
what I've insisted on is that we've got to move to 
a digital system where, instead of people going 
through stacks of paper, you've got a system 
that's computerized and that can significantly cut 
processing times. 

ROMNEY: If a similar circumstance were to 
occur in the private sector, the customers would 
fire the company providing the service. The 
challenge with government is that it's often not 
transparent and not responsible in paying atten- 
tion to the needs of the people it serves. I would 
look to bring in people, some from the private 
sector, who know the importance of responding 
to the needs of the customer. In the private sector. 
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"I would look to bring in people, 
some from the private sector, who 
know the importance of responding 
to the needs of the customer/' 

Mitt Romney 

you either meet the needs of the people who are 
your customers or you go out of business, and 
people in government who don't meet the needs of 
our citizens should find a place of employment 
where they could be more successful. 

Estimates point to nearly one military suicide 
and as many as 18 veteran suicides 
happening every day. Instances of post- 
traumatic stress disorder continue to 
increase. What steps do DoD and VA need to 
take to get a handle on the mental health 
problems members of the military and 
veterans are facing? 

ROMNEY: 1 have not yet had a sufficient analysis 
prepared of the mental health capabilities of the 
VA system. But 1 do hear the same thing you 
describe, which is long waiting lines, which are 
unacceptable for our men and women who are 
coming home with severe mental health issues. 
The immediate conclusion one might reach would 
be to add more mental health professionals to the 
VA system, and that's probably the right answer. 
In the interim, some may want to be given access 
to private care outside the system while they're 
waiting for VA to staff up. But my experience 
with veterans is that, by and large, they want 
care in the veterans system, and if the veterans 
system can't keep up, why, we should hire 
additional personnel so it can keep up. 

OBAMA: A big chunk of this is making sure we 
have enough mental health professionals to 
provide services both to our vets and our men 
and women who are currently in uniform. We 
have significantly increased the number, but we 
still need to do more, and we've budgeted to do 
more. The second step is to make sure these 
mental health professionals are deployed in a 
timely way. In some cases that means, for exam- 
ple, having mental health professionals embedded 
and deployed while our men and women are on 
the battlefield. In some cases it means making 
sure that when they come home they are onsite to 
help. The third thing we have to do is make sure 
we're educating the entire force on the signals 



that somebody is in trouble and needs help. 
Ultimately, it's folks' buddies and family members 
who are going to be our first line of defense when 
somebody needs help. 

The fourth thing is taking the stigma out of 
getting help. This is something we've tried to 
emphasize consistently in VA and DoD, that when 
you have gone through what a lot of our folks 
have gone through - defending this country, and 
taking on wounds both seen and unseen - there's 
no shame in making sure you're getting profes- 
sional help where you need it. 

The unemployment rate for post-9/11 
veterans is significantly higher than that of 
the general population. What can the federal 
government do to give these veterans 
opportunities to succeed in their careers, and 
can this generation of veterans stimulate an 
economic recovery? 

OBAMA: Absolutely. The question is, what can 
we do to make sure we're fully utilizing these 
assets and giving these incredible young people 
opportunities? Obviously step No. 1 is growing 
the economy. We've gone through the worst 
financial crisis and economic crisis since the 
Great Depression. The more we can do to 
strengthen the economy generally, the better off 
we're going to be. That means we are investing in 
things like education and rebuilding our infra- 
structure and promoting American energy, and 
bringing down our deficits and debt in a bal- 
anced, thoughtful way, and making sure we have 
a tax code that rewards companies that are 
investing here in the United States. So there's a 
whole big chunk of this that, if the economy is 
growing robustly, will be good for veterans and 
be good for everybody else. 

More specifically for veterans, the Post-9/11 Gl 
Bill is huge because we want to make sure that 
- just as my grandfather, when he came back 
from World War 11, was able to get the best 
education available - our men and women in 
uniform, and their families, are able to access a 
great education. That's been hugely successful, 
and the take-up rate's been very high. 

Step No. 2: We have successfully initiated tax 
credits to encourage employers to hire veterans. 
A $5,600 tax credit for all veterans and a $9,600 
tax credit for disabled veterans give that extra 
incentive for an employer to look at a veteran and 
say, "1 want to give you a chance." 
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A third important piece is making sure that 
we're working with states and federal government 
agencies so that the credentials our veterans have 
are fully recognized. 1 was in Minnesota talking 
to a group of veterans, and we had a guy who was 
an Army medic in Iraq with two or three deploy- 
ments, and he wanted to be a nurse. He's coming 
back, and they're saying he's got to start with 
Nursing 101 when he's been taking care of guys 
out in the field under unbelievable circumstances, 
and he wasn't getting any credit for that. That's an 
example for us to work with these licensing 
agencies or credentialing institutions to say, "If 
you've worked on a million-dollar piece of equip- 
ment, if you've operated under unimaginable 
circumstances in a war theater on logistics or 
looking after the wounded, you've got to get credit 
for that, so that you can right away enter the 
workforce." 

ROMNEY: We need experienced individuals in 
the workforce who can show up to work on time, 
work hard, and abide by conduct standards which 
are consistent with good discipline in the work- 
place. So veterans should be snapped up in this 
country. They're not being snapped up for 
employment positions as they should be. One of 
the things I instituted as governor of my state - 
I'll call it a bounty of some kind, a training award 
for people who'd been out of work for a year or 
more. This allowed an employer to receive a 
$2,000 payment to pay for the training of someone 
who'd been out of work for some period of time. 
An idea like that might well work for returning 
veterans, providing, if you will, a training pay- 
ment to employers who hire returning veterans 
who have been out of the workforce for some 
time, such that the employer has an incentive to 
hire and train those who are coming back to the 
workforce. 

You can only think things are adequate if the 
problem is solved, and the problem's not been 
solved. So you look to say, "All right, if what we're 
doing right now isn't working, what can we do 
better?" The experience of working in the private 
sector is so different from government that some- 
times it just makes me scratch my head that 
people in government don't draw on more private- 
sector experience. For instance, if a company 
found that certain members of its customer group 
were being inadequately served, they'd fix that 
because they know if they don't fix it, they're 
going to go out of business. Government sees 
problems and doesn't address them because in 
many cases they can't be replaced - meaning the 



government agency, the government program, the 
government workers, are permanent and don't 
worry so much about their customer as does an 
enterprise in the private sector. So if there's some 
portion of our workforce that's being chronically 
misserved, then government should experiment 
with different ideas to solve the problem and, by 
the way, eliminate the old programs that didn't 
work. 

With gas prices so high, what are the next 
steps to reduce the country's dependence on 
foreign energy resources? 

ROMNEY: This is not just an issue of reducing 
our dependence on foreign sources. It's an oppor- 
tunity to stimulate very high rates of growth in 
manufacturing and other sectors of the U.S. 
economy. We should be aggressively taking 
advantage of our domestic energy sources, and we 
should build the Keystone pipeline from Canada. 

"We have a lot of energy in Annerica 
that can be provided at reasonable 
cost in abundance, and it's time for us 
to take advantage of that/' MittRomney 

The president has cut by one third the number of 
licenses and permits provided on federal lands, 
and by 50 percent the permits provided in offshore 
drilling. I would reverse that course and open up 
federal lands and offshore drilling opportunities 
for oil and gas. In addition, I would take advan- 
tage of our coal resources and prevent the admin- 
istration from crushing the coal industry, as they 
have indicated their desire to do. We have a lot of 
energy in America that can be provided at reason- 
able cost in abundance, and it's time for us to take 
advantage of that. 

OBAMA: The good news is that U.S. oil produc- 
tion is higher than it's been in eight years. Natural 
gas production is booming. We're seeing a shift 
where we're less dependent on foreign oil, actu- 
ally. We've gone under 50 percent when it comes 
to our oil imports, and I think we can bring that 
down even further. The challenge we've got, 
though, is to make sure we keep that trend going. 
Some of it involves increased oil and gas produc- 
tion, so we've opened up areas offshore in the 
Gulf, in Alaska, that up until this point had not 
been open for exploration. But we're going to have 
to do more than drill our way out of this problem. 
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Have you ever said to yourself "I'd love to 
get a computer, if only I could figure out 
how to use it." Well, you're not alone. 
Computers were supposed to make our 
lives simpler, but they've gotten so 
complicated that they are not worth the 
trouble. With all of the "pointing and 
clicking" and "dragging and dropping" 
you're lucky if you can figure out where 
you are. Plus, you are constantly 
worrying about viruses, spam 
and freeze-ups. If this sounds 
familiar, we have great news for 
you. There is finally a computer 
that's designed for simplicity 
and ease of use. It's the WOW 
Computer, and it was designed 
with you in mind. 

This computer is easy-to-use, 
worry- free and literally puts the 
world at your fingertips. From 
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do is plug it into an outlet and your 
high-speed Internet connection. Then 
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you'll see the screen. This is a 
completely new touch screen 
system, without the cluttered look of the 
normal computer screen. The "buttons" on 
the screen are easy to see and easy to 
understand. All you do is touch one of 
them, from the Web, E-mail, Calendar to 
Games- you name it... and a new screen 
opens up. It's so easy to use you won't 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ have to ask 




I just wanted to tell firstSTREET 
that I am having a great time on 
my WOW Computer. I am learning 
something new everyday. I am 79 
years old and cannot believe that 
I am typing and sending e-mails to 
all my friends now. My daughter 
and granddaughter are so excited 
now that I have a computer. They 
use computers on their jobs everyday, 
but they cannot believe what you can 
do on this computer. It is wonderful... 
Thanks. 

- johnnie E., Ellijay, Ga 
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Internet every day. Isn't it time you took 
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"We've got to have an all-of-the-above 
energy strategy where we're increasing 
oil and gas production, but we're also 
making sure that we are focused on 
the energy sources of the future." 

Barack Obama 

Part of the reason we're seeing a reduction in our 
oil imports is because the industry's gotten more 
efficient, we've doubled fuel efficiency standards 
on cars, and we've doubled the production of 
clean energy - solar wind, biodiesel. So we've got 
to have an all-of-the-above energy strategy where 
we're increasing oil and gas production, but we're 
also making sure that we are focused on the 
energy sources of the future. 

Where does our nation now stand regarding 
illegal immigration, and what influence will 
the decision to stop deporting young 
undocumented immigrants affect that? 

ROMNEY: One, we need to complete a fence, 
traditional and/or electronic. Two, we need to 
have an employment verification system in place 
so that employers can know whether they're 
hiring someone who's legal or not, and can be 
severely sanctioned if they've not checked to 
make that determination. Next, we should have a 
sufficient visa program so that people who want 
to come here and work temporarily - as they do 
today in agriculture but also in hospitality or 
other industries - are able to do so. We should 
also provide green cards for those who obtain 
advanced degrees, particularly in math and 
science and engineering, so that we keep those 
brains and innovators in America rather than 
having them leave America. I want to have a legal 

"With regard to the children - those 
who have come here illegally and 
through no fault of their own now 
wonder what their status might be 
- I would like to put into place a 
permanent solution to their 
uncertainty rather than the stopgap 
measure that the president has 
instituted/' Mitt Rom ney 



immigration system that is more transparent, so 
that people know the rules to come here legally 
and can determine their status without having to 
engage in the labyrinthine process that currently 
exists. 

With regard to the children - those who have 
come here illegally and through no fault of their 
own now wonder what their status might be - I 
would like to put into place a permanent solution 
to their uncertainty rather than the stopgap 
measure that the president has instituted. I 
believe those who, for instance, serve in our 
military should remain as permanent residents of 
the United States. Those are the outlines of an 
immigration policy designed to make the program 
more transparent, to provide for ample and 
growing legal immigration by restricting the 
amount of illegal immigration. 

OBAMA: I will work with anyone in Congress 
who's willing to make progress on comprehensive 
immigration reform that addresses our economic 
and security needs, and upholds our tradition as 
a nation of laws and a nation of immigrants. 

While we haven't had partners from across the 
aisle in Congress to move a bill forward, we've 
taken important steps, dedicating unprecedented 
resources to securing our borders and improving 
immigration enforcement so that it is smarter and 
more effective. The recent announcement from 
(the Department of Homeland Security) is the 
latest in a series of steps to make our nation's 
immigration policy more fair, more efficient and 
more just - specifically for certain young people 
who are low enforcement priorities. 

Right now, these young people study in our 
schools, play in our neighborhoods and pledge 
allegiance to our flag. They are Americans in 
their hearts, in their minds, in every single way 
but on paper. They were brought to this country 
by their parents - sometimes even as infants - 
and yet they live under the threat of deportation 
to a country they may know nothing about, with 
a language they may not even speak. 

It makes no sense to expel talented young 
people who want to staff our labs, start new 
businesses and contribute to our country simply 
because of the actions of their parents. I have 
long supported the DREAM Act, which would 
ensure that these young people who want to fully 
contribute to our society and serve our country 
could legally reside here. 

DHS has been using discretion to make choices 
about who it prosecutes, focusing on criminals 
who endanger our communities rather than 
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"It makes no sense to expel talented 
young people who want to staff our 

labs, start new businesses and 
contribute to our country simply 

because of the actions of their 

parents/' BarackObama 

students who earn their education - and today, 
deportation of criminals is over 80 percent. What 
we've learned is that an immigration policy that 
focuses on high-priority individuals works. It 
helps us focus our enforcement efforts where 
they're most needed. 

Can you describe, in a nutshell, how U.S. 
economic productivity can recover in the 
coming years? 

OBAMA: The U.S. economy got a body blow just 
as I was coming into office in 2008. We have 
grown faster than some other countries - Europe 
being a prime example - but we're not growing as 
fast as we need to. The keys to our long-term 
growth are going to (include) making sure we've 
got the best-educated workforce in the world. 
That's why something like the Post-9/11 GI Bill is 
so important. That's why the work we've done on 
expanding access to tuition tax credits that 
millions of middle-class families are already 
taking advantage of and saving thousands of 
dollars - that's really important. 

Making sure that we're making stuff in America 
again, re-emphasizing cutting-edge manufactur- 
ing, is really important. We saved the auto indus- 
try, but there are industries across the board 
where we've got the best workers, the entrepre- 
neurs, but unfortunately we still have a tax code 
that gives tax breaks to companies that are 
shipping jobs overseas instead of giving those tax 
breaks to companies investing here in the United 
States. That's going to be critically important. 

Making sure that we continue in basic research 
and science. That's always been a cutting-edge 
part of our economy. And the Defense Depart- 
ment, through agencies like the Defense Advanced 
Research Projects Agency, helped invent the 
Internet. They helped invent GPS. Oftentimes, the 
investments we make initially for national secu- 
rity purposes end up being really important 
commercial ventures. But it all starts with our 
investment in basic research and science. 



Finally, dealing with our debt and our deficit in 
a sensible way. I've reduced spending already by a 
trillion dollars last year. I think there's more waste 
that we can root out. There are programs that 
don't necessarily work. But if we're going to be 
serious about reducing our deficit and our debt, 
we've got to combine some judicious cuts with 
asking folks like me, and those who have been 
incredibly blessed and can afford it, to do a little 
more in taxes. Let's hold the 98 percent of Ameri- 
cans who make $250,000 a year or less harmless. 
Let's make sure they don't pay a dime more in 
federal income taxes. But the top 1, 2 percent 
- millionaires, billionaires - they can do a little bit 
more. By doing that, it allows us to bring down 
our deficit, but also keep the faith with our troops, 
maintain our strong defense, and make sure that 
we're making investments in things like education 
and financing the veterans services that are so 
vital to those who consistently stepped up and 
looked after us. 

ROMNEY: You're going to see, with the right 
direction in this country, a resurgence of Ameri- 
ca's economy, and that's based on five key steps. 
No. 1, taking advantage of our energy resources. 
No. 2, opening up trade with other nations that 
will play by the rules, and cracking down on 
China or other nations that don't play by the rules. 
No. 3, restraining government spending. You can't 
keep spending every year massively more than we 
take in. No. 4, training our workforce and provid- 
ing better schools for our kids. And No. 5, restor- 
ing economic freedom, and by that I mean having 
tax rates that are competitive with those around 
the world, having regulations that are updated and 
modern, having regulators who see their job as 
encouraging enterprise rather than stifling it, 
reducing the cost of health care, and finally, 
having labor policies that are fair and appropriate 
for America's workers. You do those five things 
and you'll see America's economy come roaring 
back, and those are the things I'll do. 

I am fully committed to strengthening America 
through our values, through a growing economy, 
and through a military that's second to none. I 
will not cut the military budget. I will instead 
expand our essential weapons programs and our 
active-duty personnel. I do these things not so that 
we have to fight wars, but so that we can prevent 
wars. I believe that America's veterans understand 
the importance of measures that keep America 
strong militarily, economically, and in our homes 
and values, and those measures form the center- 
piece of my campaign. II 
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On the 50th anniversary of the Cuban Missile Crisis, the men who served 
as America's shield reflect on how close the world came to nuclear war. 



BY ALAN W. DOWD 

Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev was vacation- 
ing on the Crimean Peninsula, just across 
from Turkey, when he came up with the idea 
to plant nuclear-tipped missiles in Cuba. "It was 
high time America learned what it feels like to have 
her own land and her own people threatened," 
Khrushchev huffed. 

But Khrushchev's plan worked too well. Washing- 
ton felt so threatened by Moscow's bid to disrupt the 
Cold War's delicate balance that it nearly triggered 
World War III. 

This is part of the story of how a few brave men 
faced that once-unthinkable possibility in October 
1962, 50 years ago this month - and ultimately 
prevented its reality. 

"War ... At Any Moment." The 13-day Cuban 
Missile Crisis was the final link in a chain of 
disparate events and forces - the 1961 Berlin Crisis, 
Castro's revolution, the Bay of Pigs, Moscow's sense 
of encirclement by Washington, Washington's sense 
of falling behind Moscow, even the shadows of 



Munich and Pearl Harbor - that pushed the two 
superpowers to the brink. 

Khrushchev claimed he was trying "to establish a 
tangible and effective deterrent to American inter- 
ference ... we had no desire to start a war ... our 
goal was precisely the opposite: we wanted to keep 
the Americans from invading Cuba." 

Indeed, in February 1962, eight months before the 
Soviet missiles were discovered, Washington 
developed plans for what sounds like an invasion. 
"Operation Mongoose" aimed to topple Castro's 
regime by employing "maximum use of indigenous 
resources" and "decisive U.S. military intervention." 

Three weeks before the missiles were detected, 
the Senate passed a resolution supporting military 
action in Cuba. Around the same time, the Air Force 
finalized a plan for tactical airstrikes in Cuba. 

Then Defense Secretary Robert McNamara 
drafted a memo detailing six justifications for 
military action in Cuba, one of which was evidence 
that missiles or other weapons that could threaten 
the United States were deployed on the island. 
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High-flying U-2 reconnaissance planes soon 
confirmed the scenario. 

"I was told that President Kennedy wanted 
blue-suiters flying missions over Cuba," recalls 
retired Air Force Brig. Gen. Gerald Mcllmoyle - a 
reference both to Air Force pilots and to Kennedy's 
lingering distrust of the CIA after the Bay of Pigs 
debacle in April 1961. 

"The CIA was not happy transferring their U-2s or 
the overflight of the Cuba mission to the Air Force/' 
adds Mcllmoyle, who during the crisis piloted U-2s 
out of Laughlin Air Force Base in Texas and McCoy 
Air Force Base in Florida. 

The CIA's modified U-2s had bigger engines and 
more stable platforms, retired Air Force Col. Buddy 
Brown explains. Brown's first U-2 mission during 
the crisis began, he recalls, "in one of the worst 
thunderstorms ever." 

Brown, who later piloted the otherworldly SR-71, 
says he flew "a lot hairier missions" over Asia, along 
the periphery of the Soviet Union and "over the ice 
pack" above the Arctic. But he says that the missile 
crisis brought us "within minutes of atomic war." 

"We didn't know what Khrushchev was going to 
do," adds Gordon Fields, who sailed aboard USS 
Abbot. Fields calls the missile crisis the tensest time 
of his 22-year Navy career. "It felt like war could 
have come at any moment." 

With 42 medium-range missiles, 24 intermediate- 
range missiles, 42 long-range bombers, 24 anti- 
aircraft batteries and 22,000 troops, Khrushchev's 
Cuban missile base would drastically reduce the 
time from launch to target, giving Moscow a 
first-strike capability. 

"ExComm" - a special committee of Kennedy's 
National Security Council - wrestled with how to 
respond. In many ways, our generation's debates 
over pre-emptive war in Iraq and Iran echo the 
ExComm transcripts: 

■ McNamara advised that airstrikes be launched 
"prior to the time these missile sites become 
operational" and warned the president's war council 
to brace for the Soviet response in Europe "because 
sure as hell they're going to do something there." 

■ Similarly, Secretary of State Dean Rusk was 
concerned about a Soviet move on Berlin and 
advised Kennedy "to set in motion a chain of events 
that will eliminate this base ... whether we do it by 
sudden, unannounced strike or ... build up the 
crisis to the point where the other side has to 
consider very seriously about giving in." 

■ Joint Chiefs Chairman Maxwell Taylor cautioned 
that even massive airstrikes could "never be 100 
percent" effective. 



■ Attorney General Robert Kennedy scribbled 
a note that read, "I now know how (Prime 
Minister Hideki) Tojo felt when he was planning 
Pearl Harbor." 

■ After meeting with former President Dwight D. 
Eisenhower, CIA Director John McCone reported 
that the old general recommended "all-out military 
action ... go right to the jugular." 

Prayers. Kennedy was ready to do just that. He 
concluded that he had four options: a targeted strike 
against the missile bases; airstrikes against air- 
fields, SAMs (surface-to-air missiles) and "anything 
else connected with" the nuclear bases; "doing both 
of those things and ... launching a blockade"; and 
an invasion. "We're certainly going to do No. 1," he 
said. So he ordered the military into action. 

For the first time since its inception in 1946, 
the Pentagon shifted Strategic Air Command's 
readiness status to DEFCON-2, one step short of 
war. At U.S. bases around the world, as historian 
Paul Johnson details, "some 800 B-47s, 550 B-52s 
and 70 B-58s were prepared with bomb bays closed 
for immediate takeoff." Ninety nuclear-armed B-52s 
began round-the-clock orbits over the Atlantic. At 
the height of the crisis, one-eighth of the Air Force 
was airborne. If the "go" order came, the force 
planned 1,190 bombing sorties the first day. Sixty 
warships were dispatched to the waters around 
Cuba. 

Retired Navy Capt. Charles Calhoun, who com- 
manded Destroyer Squadron 6 from the flagship 
USS Vesole, took a call from the Atlantic Fleet at 
11 a.m. Oct. 20. "They asked how many ships could 
be ready to sail on short notice," Calhoun explains. 
"I told them four within the hour." The response: 
"Sail two right now." When Calhoun asked where, 
the answer was clear enough: "Head south." 

John Kelleher, a veteran of Abbots remembers his 
passage south as "anything but uneventful ... we 
steamed directly into near-hurricane-force winds 
and seas." 

Once on station, the men who served as America's 
shield during the crisis didn't learn the full extent of 
Khrushchev's gamble - what Arthur Schlesinger Jr. 
described as a "roll of the nuclear dice" - until 
Kennedy's Oct. 22 address. "Initially, we had no 
idea why we were being sent, no idea the Soviets 
had introduced nuclear missiles," Calhoun recalls. 

He adds that the rules of engagement were in flux 
even after the president's address, which made for 
tense moments - and called for quick thinking. 

Just after Kennedy's speech, USS Newman K. 
Perry made contact with a Soviet cargo ship and 
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During the Cold War, U.S. schoolchildren were taught to protect 
themselves from nuclear attack by practicing duck-and-cover 
drills in their classrooms. Bettmann/Corbis 

prepared to intercept. Calhoun ordered Perry's 
skipper to wait and called his commanding officer 
in Key West for instructions. He never knew how 
far up the chain of command his query went. But in 
minutes, the answer came back: "Regarding your 
last transmission, direct the Perry not, repeat not, to 
intercept." 

Cooler heads didn't always prevail, however. At 
one point, a U.S. warship dropped a depth charge 
on a Soviet sub. 

Still, Calhoun felt reassured by the gathering 
military might he saw during refueling stops in Key 
West. "Practically everything we had was in 
Florida," he explains. 

Likewise, Brown recalls flying out of McCoy Air 
Force Base and seeing scores of warplanes "loaded 
to the gills." 

"We were entirely ready to handle any contin- 
gency," Calhoun adds. 

Calhoun wasn't the only one to come to that 
conclusion. As he watched the United States form 
a fist that October, an awestruck Charles de Gaulle 
reportedly remarked, "There is really only one 
superpower." 

Even so, a poignant letter Mcllmoyle penned to 
his wife during the crisis reminds us what was at 
stake: "I know there is only one way you and I want 
the kids to grow up - and that is free ... It is time to 
take stock of the possible results if each of us 
doesn't do his share in stopping the communist tide 
... Make sure you say your prayers at night." 



AN ERA OF DUCK-AND-COVER DRILLS 

During the Cold War, the possibility of 
nuclear war hung over the United States. 

For those who grew up during that time 
period, the grave threat seeped into the 
fabric of everyday life in America. 

Families built fallout, or bomb, shelters. 

Schoolchildren participated in duck-and- 
cover drills. 

Cartoon characters warned children what to 
do in case of attack. 

Now considered somewhat comical, Bert 
the Turtle starred in "Duck and Cover," a five- 
minute animated video shown in the 
nation's classrooms throughout the 1950s 
and 1960s. Bert demonstrated how to 
protect oneself in case of attack. His lessons 
represented the civil-defense measures that 
this generation took seriously. 

While many Americans had been preparing 
for a nuclear attack for years - from stocking 
shelters to scanning the skies for enemy 
planes - the United States never came closer 
to it than the 13-day standoff known as the 
Cuban Missile Crisis. 



Many Americans did exactly that after Kennedy's 
speech Oct. 22. 

Kennedy described Moscow's "transformation of 
Cuba into an important strategic base by the 
presence of ... long-range and clearly offensive 
weapons of sudden mass destruction," ordered a 
"quarantine," summoned emergency meetings of 
the OAS (Organization of American States) and the 
U.N. Security Council, called upon Khrushchev to 
"eliminate this clandestine, reckless and provoca- 
tive threat to world peace," and warned Moscow 
that any nuclear missile launch from Cuba would be 
considered "an attack by the Soviet Union on the 
United States, requiring a full retaliatory response 
upon the Soviet Union." 

As Frank Laffredo, who served aboard Abbots 
recalls, "The message was, Tou're in our hemi- 
sphere now, and this is the way it's going to be.'" 

Restraint. Khrushchev criticized Kennedy for 
"piratical measures," but his response gave both 
time to contemplate their next move. As Schlesinger 
explained, Kennedy was "arranging the military 
setting that would make diplomacy effective." 

While the Pentagon braced for war, U.N. Ambas- 
sador Adlai Stevenson made America's case at the 
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We live in an area wiiicli is known for very cold winters. Our facili- 
ty is nearly 7000 square feet in area. When we began to utilize the 
first unit we were amazed to see how even the heat was for the en- 
tire living room area. We ordered a second and a third unit which 
now warms the entire home. Much to our surprise we are saving 
over $250 a month and had the lowest expense for heating we 
have ever experienced here. I would heartily recommend your 
products to anybody who is interested in really nice, even heat in 
their home and also interested in saving on their utility expenses. 



f i 



Dennis Crystal, Troy, MT (Retired Airline Pilot) 



Enclosed you will find printouts of our electric bill and gas/heat- 
ing/cooking bills for 2007 - 2008. Our gas company, AmeriGas, 
stated that more money was saved than would show up because 
of the cost going up. We would turn the gas on early in the morn- 
ing and turn it down to 60 degrees; We would use the EdenPURE® 
heaters from then on and they provided such warmth and cozy heat. 
We, also, had fewer colds last winter than in previous years, before 
we purchased the EdenPURE® heaters. Many of our friends have in- 

formed me recently that they are going to purchase these heaters for 

their homes this winter. 
Gloria D. Smith, Boydton, VA (Retired Elementary Principal) 



Eden PURE rank ed #1 

Save $1 92 - biggest savings ever 



Never be cold again 




As Al Borland on Home Improvement I was the man with all the an- 
swers. However, as Richard Karn I still look for money saving and 
efficient heating in my home. I have an EdenPURE® Infrared Portable 
Heater in my California home and like millions of others found it to be 
a super-safe, reliable source of portable heat all year long. 



Heats floor to the 
same temperature 
as celling. >^ 



1. Electricity Ignites powerful 
SYLVANIA Infrared lamp. 



Richard Karn, 
North Canton, Ohio 

I know why millions of Amer- 
icans are saving on their heating 
bills with the EdenPURE® Porta- 
ble Infrared Heaters. 

And now you can save up to 
$192 on new EdenPURE® mod- 
els, our biggest savings ever, on 
heaters I personally rank #1 in 
North America. 

I was fortunate enough to at- 
tend the grand opening of the 
new EdenPURE® factory in 
North Canton, Ohio. The new 
plant brought hundreds of new 
jobs back to Ohio and reversed 
the common practice of sending 
Midwest manufacturing jobs to 
China. 

American Labor, American 
Quality 

With over 3 million portable 
heaters sold EdenPURE ® is the 
best selling portable infrared heat- 
ing system in North America . 
However, like any classic, Eden- 
PURE® has dozens of would-be 
competitors who create Asian 
copies at low prices using cheap, 
foreign labor. Don't be fooled by 
these imitations. Look for the 
EdenPURE® logo and the Made 
in North Canton, Ohio stamp. 
Save like millions of others on 
your heating bills and say "NO" 
to cheap foreign imitators. 

Save up to 49% on 2013 
EdenPURE®s 

Now readers can save up to 
49% ($192 the largest savings 
ever on new EdenPURE®s). 
EdenPURE® is not just the best- 
selling portable heating system 
in North America. As an Eden- 
PURE® owner I rank Eden- 
PURE® #1 for quality, safety and 
efficiency. And now is the per- 
fect time to save like never be- 
fore on our expanded 2013 Eden- 
PURE® line made in our brand 
new North Canton, Ohio facility. 

Stay Comfortable 365 Days 
a Year 

"Never be cold again" is the 
EdenPURE® promise. Eden- 
PURE® provides you insurance 
against the cold all year long. 
Stay comfortable on those un- 
seasonably chilly evenings no 
matter the season. I live in Cali- 
fornia but believe me it gets cold 
at night. Keep your expensive 
furnace turned down until it's 
absolutely necessary. And if we 
are fortunate enough to experi- 
ence a mild winter as many of us 
did in the Midwest last year, you 
keep your furnace off all season 
and save even bigger . 

All of the testimonials are by actual EdenPURE® customers who volunteered their stories, and were given another EdenPURE® heater as thanks for their participation. Average homeowners save 1 0% to 25%. 



How it works: 




, The quartz infrared lamp gently warms the 
patented copper heating chambers. 



3. The soft heat "rides" 
the humidity in the 
room and provides 
even, moist, soft heat 
ceiling to floor and 
wall to wall without 
reducing oxygen and 
humidity. 



SYLVANIA is a registered trademark of OSRAM SYLVANIA Inc. used under license. 

Richard Karn is a paid spokesperson for EdenPURE®. 



New, More Efficient Models 

The engineers at EdenPURE® 
listened to their millions of cus- 
tomers and somehow managed 
to improve the #1 portable heater 
in North America. Through old 
fashioned American ingenuity 
the new EdenPURE® line is 
more efficient to save you even 
more money. 

The EdenPURE® Personal 
Heater now heats a larger area, an 
increase from 350 square feet to 
500 square feet. That's a 30% in- 
crease in efficiency ! That's Amer- 
ican engineering at its best! 

We all know heating costs 
are expected to remain at record 
levels. The cost of heating our 
homes and apartments will con- 
tinue to be a significant burden 
on the family budget. The Eden- 
PURE® can cut your heating 
bills and pay for itself in a matter 
of weeks, and then start putting 
a great deal of extra money in 
your pocket after that. 

Super Safe Infrared Heat 

Now remember, a major cause 
of residential fires in the United 
States is carelessness and faulty 
portable heaters. The choice of 
fire and safety professional. 



Captain Mike Hornby, the Eden- 
PURE® has no exposed heating 
elements that can cause a fire. 
And a redundant home protec- 
tion system that simply shuts the 
EdenPURE® down if it senses 
danger. That's why grandpar- 
ents and parents love the Eden- 
PURE®. 

The outside of the Eden- 
PURE® only gets warm to the 
touch so that it will not bum chil- 
dren or pets. And your pet may 
be just like my dog who has re- 
served a favorite spot near the 
EdenPURE®. You see the Eden- 
PURE® uses infrared heat. And 
just as pets enjoy basking in a 
beam of sunlight they try to stay 
close to EdenPURE®'s "bone- 
warming" infrared heat. 

The Health Secret is in the 
Copper 

EdenPURE® 's engineers have 
taken the original concept through 
revolutionary changes. Eden- 
FLOW™ technology uses copper 
heating chambers to take the ener- 
gy provided by our special SYL- 
VANIA infrared bulbs and dis- 
tribute our famous soft heat even- 
ly throughout the room. 

Now our copper isn't ordinary. 



It's 99.9% pure antimicrobial cop- 
per from an over 150 year old 
American owned company in 
Pennsylvania. Researchers have 
discovered copper as an antimi- 
crobial is far more effective than 
stainless steel or even silver. 
That's why our special antimicro- 
bial copper is marked Cu-h and 



used in hospitals on touch sur- 
faces . So your EdenPURE® heater 
is continuously pushing soft, 
healthy, infrared heat throughout 
your room. 
How to Order 

During our 2013 introduction 
you are eligible for a $175 DIS- 
COUNT PLUS FREE SHIPPING 
AND HANDLING FOR A TO- 
TAL SAVINGS OF $192 ON 
THE EDENPURE® PERSONAL 
HEATER. 

This special offer expires in 
10 days. If you order after that 
we reserve the right to accept or 
reject order requests at the dis- 
counted price. See my attached 
savings Coupon to take advan- 
tage of this opportunity. 

The made in North Canton, 
Ohio EdenPURE® carries a 60- 
day, unconditional no-risk guar- 
antee. If you are not totally sat- 
isfied, return it at our expense 
and your purchase price will be 
refunded. No questions asked. 
There is also a 3 year warranty 
on all parts and labor. 



RICHARD KARN'S SAVINGS COUPON 

The price of the EdenPURE® Personal Heater is $372 plus $17 
shipping, but, with this savings coupon you will receive a $175 dis- 
count on the Personal Heater with free shipping and be able to get 
the Personal Heater delivered for only $197. 

The Personal Heater has an optional remote control for only $12. 
Check below the number you want (limit 3 per customer) 

□ Personal Heater, number 

□ Optional Personal Heater Remote $12, number 

• To order by phone, call TOLL FREE 1-800-856-8998 Offer 
Code EHS6007. Place your order by using your credit card. Oper- 
ators are on duty Monday - Friday 6am - 3am, Saturday 7am - 12 
Midnight and Sunday 7am - 1 1pm, EST. 

• To order online, visit www.edenpure.com enter Offer Code 
EHS6007 

• To order by mail, by check or credit card, fill out and mail in this 
coupon. 

This product carries a 60-day satisfaction guarantee. If you are not 
totally satisfied return at our expense, and your purchase price will be 
refunded - no questions asked. There is also a three year warranty. 



CITY STATE ZIP CODE 

Check below to get discount: 

□ I am ordering within 10 days, therefore I get a $175 discount plus 
Free shipping and my price is only $197 for the Personal Heater. 

□ I am ordering past 10 days, therefore I pay full price for the Per- 
sonal Heater plus shipping and handling. 

Enclosed is $ in: □ Check □ Money Order 

(Make check payable to EdenPURE®) or charge my: 

□ VISA □ MasterCard □ Am. Exp./Optima □ Discover/Novus 

Account No. 

Exp. Date / 

MAIL TO: EdenPURE® 

Offer Code EHS6007 
7800 Whipple Ave. N.W. 
Canton, OH 44767 




Cubans examine the wreckage of the U-2 reconaissance aircraft 
piloted by Air Force Maj. Rudolf Anderson, who was shot down 
over Banes, Cuba, on Oct. 27, 1962. Bettmann/Corbis 



United Nations, famously telling his Soviet counter- 
part Valerian Zorin, "I am prepared to wait for my 
answer until hell freezes over." When Zorin balked 
regarding the missiles question, Stevenson produced 
the damning U-2 photos, exposing Moscow's 
duplicity. 

The next day, Oct. 26, Khrushchev realized the 
foolishness of his plan, and sent Kennedy a ram- 
bling letter agreeing to remove the missiles in 
exchange for a no-invasion pledge. 

But before Kennedy could respond, events rapidly 
unraveled. Khrushchev sent another message, this 
one demanding the removal of Jupiter missiles from 
Turkey. On Oct. 27, Rudolf Anderson's U-2 was shot 
down over Banes, Cuba. Brown concedes that 
things could have veered out of control after 
Anderson was killed. 

"It's hard to say what might have happened," he 
sighs. "We heard that they might order a surgical 
strike on that SAM site." 

Historian Robert Dallek notes that after Anderson 
was shot down, the Joint Chiefs began "pressing for 
a massive airstrike ... followed by an invasion." 

Mcllmoyle and Brown took Anderson's death 
personally. "I was the primary the day Rudy 
Anderson got shot down," Brown says, but Brown's 
air base was "weathered in" that day. 

"Rudy and I were friends," Mcllmoyle recalls. "He 
was my boss. He was shot down in the same place 
I'd been shot at two days before." In fact, Mcllmoyle 
notes that "a lot of us were shot at," but he under- 
stands why the military kept a lid on such incidents. 

Kennedy, mixing restraint and guile, decided not 
to respond to the shootdown nor to Khrushchev's 
second message. Instead, he promised to dismantle 
the Jupiters a few months later, but only if the 
Soviets removed their missiles and kept quiet about 
the deal. On Oct. 28, Khrushchev agreed. 

The crisis was over - almost. 

Vesole was ordered to inspect outbound Soviet 
ships. Steaming alongside Volgoles, Vesole sent a 



message - in English - to prepare for inspection, 
which the Soviet vessel ignored. But Calhoun had a 
trick up his sleeve. During a refueling stop in Key 
West, he had requested a Russian interpreter. He 
directed the interpreter to use a bullhorn to hail the 
Soviet ship - this time in Russian. As soon as the 
skipper heard the message, "he called back, in 
English, 'Good morning! We are ready.'" Vesole 
counted five missiles and moved on to another ship. 

Mcllmoyle and Brown remember Kennedy 
visiting them "after everything settled down," as 
Brown matter- of-factly puts it. "He shook my hand 
and said, 'I'll never be able to thank you enough for 
bringing those pictures back so we could find a 
peaceful solution,'" Mcllmoyle recalls. 

Victory. Historians disagree about the crisis. 
Dallek argues that Kennedy "prevented a catastro- 
phe." Johnson counters that "it was an American 
defeat," contending that Kennedy should have 
demanded "a neutral, disarmed Cuba." 

"The whole world was under the impression that 
Khrushchev had lost," Soviet Ambassador Anatoly 
Dobrynin later observed. "No one knew about the ... 
missiles in Turkey." 

In short, both sides could claim victory: Moscow 
removed missiles from Cuba, and Washington 
removed missiles from Turkey. Moscow secured a 
no-invasion pledge, and Washington forced Moscow 
to back down. But both sides lost 
something as well. Moscow suffered a stinging 
propaganda defeat, and Khrushchev lost the confi- 
dence of the Soviet leadership. Out of power 24 
months later, he would have plenty of time for 
vacations on the Crimean Peninsula. And by 
agreeing to a continued Soviet presence in Cuba, 
Washington ceded ground on the Monroe Doctrine, 
which had promoted America's hemispheric domi- 
nance since 1823. 

Yet given what almost happened, it's difficult to 
criticize the outcome. The crisis sent the superpow- 
ers careening toward an armed conflict that would 
have mushroomed into nuclear war. Kennedy 
prevented that by employing a credible threat of 
force and clever diplomacy - each reinforcing the 
other - and Khrushchev blinked. 

As Calhoun puts it, "We stood our ground and 
said, 'Get those damn missiles out of there.'" 

And that's what happened.CI 

Alan W. Dowd is a contributing editor for The 
American Legion Magazine. He writes the monthly 
"Landing Zone" column at www.legion.org/ 
landingzone. 
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The American Legion's national commander, Jim Koutz, 
is proud to be a Hoosier and a Vietnam veteran. 



BY MATT GRILLS 

Jim Koutz has lived much of his hfe on 
the banks of the Ohio River. 

Growing up in Boonville, Ind., he spent 
weekends beside the water, watching 
flatboat races and tugboats pushing coal 
barges. He and his buddies usually had a 
campfire going, grilling hot dogs and 
hamburgers while bands played music. 

At 16, Koutz got his own lot, eventually 
owning five acres on the river. But when 
the Army sent him to Vietnam in 1970, 
he reluctantly sold the property, fearing 
he might not return. 

"It's probably worth a couple hundred 
thousand now," he guesses. 

After the war, Koutz went back to his 
beloved Ohio, and nothing has separated 
the self-described "river rat" from it 
since. He's upgraded his accommodations 
- trading his tent for a Vacationer RV - 
but he hasn't changed. Every chance he 
gets, he's there watching boats go by and 
cooking for family and friends. 

Except this year. In August, Koutz was 
elected national commander of The 
American Legion at the 94th National 
Convention, capping a 41-year Legion 
career that began the week he hung up 
his uniform. His resume is thick with the 
titles he's held: post commander, district 
commander, department commander, 
district and department membership 
chairman, national vice commander, 
chairman of the National Economic and 
Legislative commissions. For every one of 
these high-profile positions, Koutz has 
served in two or three less visible jobs, 
from Hoosier Boys State chairman to post 
finance officer. 



"I've enjoyed every minute of it," he 
says. "When I was appointed national 
vice commander, I thought that was 
something. This is more than I ever 
expected." 

During his travels, Koutz will be 
missed at the river and at Boonville Post 
200, where he's a life member and 
respected as a mentor and authority on 
all things Legion. But his supporters say 
they've waited a long time to see him don 
the red cap. 

"This is not only an honor for our post, 
but for Boonville and Indiana," says Ron 
Byrley, a Marine Corps veteran and Post 
200's commander. "We are excited, to say 
the least." 

"We Did Our Job." Tucked away in the 
southwestern corner of the Hoosier State, 
Boonville was once known for coal 
mining and Derr's soda. It's the home of 
the longest continually running Christ- 
mas parade in the country, and where a 
young Abraham Lincoln - living on a 
farm with his father 17 miles from town 
- came to hear court trials and borrow 
books from attorney John Brackenridge. 

"I've never thought about living 
anywhere else," says Koutz, who knows 
and is known by most of Boonville's 
6,200 residents. As a teen, he delivered 
their newspapers, caddied for them on 
the golf course and gassed up their cars. 
Later, Koutz worked beside them at 
aluminum giant Alcoa, and as an equip- 
ment operator at Amax Coal from 1973 to 
1995. He also put in 16 years as Warrick 
County's veterans service officer. 
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Koutz's father, George, was a World War II Army 
veteran. "He never did talk much about where he 
went or what he did," Koutz says. His father moved 
to Illinois after he and Koutz's mother, Marjorie, 
divorced. He died when Koutz was young, and 
only later did Koutz discover that he'd followed in 
George's footsteps as county veterans service 
officer and commander of Boonville Post 200. 

Marjorie raised the couple's four children and 
was serving as director of the local Selective 
Service board when Koutz's number came up. 

"She drafted me," he says. "She cried the day I 
got on that bus. She acted like it was her fault, but 
we had to do what we had to do. We didn't dodge 
the draft. We did our job like we were supposed to 
for our country." 

When Koutz realized he'd be going to Vietnam, 
he looked up Tom Jones, a fellow in neighboring 
Lynnville who'd been a prisoner of war. He wanted 
to know what to expect. "I talked to him about 
midnight one night," he recalls. "He told me to 
watch it, because the South (Vietnamese) and the 
North - you couldn't really tell them apart. The 
enemy would dress like the South, and that's when 
they'd get you." 

Koutz completed basic training at Fort Knox, Ky., 
and advanced infantry training at Fort Ord, Calif. 
In Vietnam, he served with C Company, 169th 
Engineer Battalion, tearing down jungle and 
building roads so U.S. troops could get supplies. 
He was there over a year, returning in March 1971. 

Koutz vowed never to forget those who died in 
the Vietnam War or who, to this day, remain 
unaccounted for. He drives a black Chevy Silverado 
with a POW/MIA license plate on the front and a 




Koutz tours LST 325, which is docked in Evansville, Ind., as a 
memorial museum to LSTs and the city's production of the tanl< 
landing ships during World War II. Tom Strattman photo 




Koutz and his wife, Vickie, began dating after he returned from 
Vietnam. They've been married for 40 years. Tom Strattman photo 



magnetic POW/MIA ribbon on the back. On his 
wrist, he wears a stainless steel bracelet for Air 
Force Capt. Robert Willett, whose plane was shot 
down over Laos on April 17, 1969. And every time 
he's in Washington, Koutz stops at the Wall to 
remember his friend Cpl. Lonnie Weisheit of 
Lynnville, who was killed by enemy fire at Hua 
Nghia, South Vietnam, on June 21, 1970. 

"Every Day is Veterans Day." Like a lot of return- 
ing soldiers, Koutz shook off boos and epithets 
when he returned to the United States - a stark 
contrast to the hearty handshakes he got at the 
Boonville Legion when he stopped by to sign up. 

"That was probably on a Wednesday, and by 
Saturday the old-timers had me in the kitchen, 
helping cook fish and chicken," he says. "I was one 
of the Vietnam guys they welcomed. That's the 
reason I've got so many years on my card." 

Koutz became a fixture at the post, exasperating 
his wife, Vickie. "I fought it for a long time, 
because he was always there," she says. "I finally 
decided I couldn't beat him, so I'd join him." 

In fact, Vickie has served as a unit, district and 
department president in the American Legion 
Auxiliary, and chaired the Poppy, Legislative and 
Girls State programs. She's currently the national 
director of Girls Nation. 

"I didn't dream I'd get to do the things I've 
done," Vickie says. "I've met people from all over 
the United States. And now that I've been a 
national chairman for a while, I introduce Jim to 
my friends instead of him introducing me to his." 

Still, she's ready for Koutz to take on the Legion's 
highest office. "He believes in the four pillars, and 
he's devoted to the programs," she says. 
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TOP TEN THINGS YOU DON'T KNOW ABOUT JIM KOUTZ 

10. He's the fourth American Legion national commander 
from the Hoosier State, following Frank Hamilton (1979), 
George Craig (1949) and Paul McNutt (1928). 

9. He met his wife, Vickie, while working at a gas station 
after he returned from Vietnam. He filled up her car, then 
asked her out. 

8. When his year as national commander ends, he plans to 
hit the road in his motor home to catch races across the 
country, from dirt track to NASCAR. 

7. His pet peeve? People who aren't handicapped parking 
in handicap spaces. 

6. If he could live anywhere else, he'd pick Speedway, Ind., 
so he could work at the track. 

5. Just before their son, Michael, was born, Vickie sent her 
husband home from the hospital, believing the delivery 
wouldn't happen for a while. But the baby came, and Koutz 
was at the Legion post when he got the call. "We started a 
Sons of The American Legion squadron that night," he says. 

4. Though he's never been on a motorcycle, he promised 
his post's Legion Riders chapter that he'll ride in next 
summer's Legacy Run to Houston. 

3. On any Labor Day weekend, you'll find him behind his 
post's industrial-sized grill, happily serving up fish, chicken, 
pork chops and steak. 

2. He's wild about his four-wheeler. When he bought it, 
Vickie told him, "'If you drive it like you've got some sense, 
then we'll have fun with it.' And he does - when I'm with 
him, anyway." 

1. Before he had back surgery in the late '70s, doctors asked 
him to remove the POW/MIA bracelet he's worn since 1969. 
"You either figure out a way to keep it on," he replied, "or I 
don't do the surgery." 



Vickie's brother, Rick Fortune, says that 
when it comes to serving veterans, few 
people are Koutz's equal. 

When a mutual friend - a Navy veteran 
- developed a growth around his larynx 
and couldn't get help. Fortune called 
Koutz, who had just stepped into the role 
of county veterans service officer. 

"He said, Tou tell Bud to come see me 
right now,'" Fortune says. "Long story 
short, Jimmy got it arranged for him to go 
to a VA clinic somewhere, and they got the 
growth out. That man's alive today be- 
cause of him. I love my brother-in-law 
dearly. He has a big heart. He's always out 
to help people." 

Brad Downing, one of Koutz's childhood 
friends and maintenance chief at the 
Warrick County Courthouse, calls Koutz a 
"super guy." Busy as he was helping 
veterans with their claims, he always 
found time to replace the U.S. flag atop the 
courthouse, shovel snow and hang 
Christmas lights. Downing says. 

Over the years. Downing saw hundreds 
of people enter Koutz's office with 
questions and leave with answers. 

"He worried a lot about getting disabled 
veterans the help they need," he says. "He 
went way beyond his duties to take care of 
them." 

That fire was lit during Koutz's time in 
the Army, when he came across some 
articles about what The American Legion's 
service officers were doing for wounded 
Vietnam War veterans. 

"I read about it and figured I could be of 
help," he says. "Our service officers still do 
a wonderful job for veterans. You don't 
even have to belong to the Legion. They'll 
take care of you." 

As national commander, that's the kind 
of commitment Koutz says he'd like to 
inspire in other Legionnaires. "My slogan 
is 'Every day is Veterans Day," he says. "I 
believe that. Every day we've got to work 
for veterans." || 

Matt Grills is managing editor of The 
American Legion Magazine. 

Follow National Commander Jim Koutz online: 
^ www.legion.org/commander 
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How can two $5 Gold Eagles 
have a 470% difference in value? 

If you're not interested in the answer, give this to your best friend. 




We can't tell you how many times we're approached by 
very successful, very sophisticated business people who 
are interested in the collectible gold coin market, but 
don't have the first notion of where to begin. 

Here's what we tell them: We think the $5 Gold 
American Eagle MS70 First Strike is the ideal coin 
to own. 

Why? 

There are few gold coins that collectors want more than 
the American Gold Eagle, especially when they find the 
absolutely finest quality specimens. Because for coins, 
value is driven by quality. The higher a coin's grade, 
the higher its value. It's that simple. 

The highest grade possible is the exalted, absolutely 
flawless grade of MS70 (MS stands for "Mint State") 
First Releases. It's referred to as the perfect coin. 

This is the pinnacle of a gold coin's state of quality. 
These gold coins are in demand. They've earned the 
highest grade possible, and for gold coin collectors, 
it just doesn't get any better. 

Consider this example: a 1995 $5 Gold Eagle in average 
ungraded condition is worth about $200 today. But that 
same 1995 coin in perfect MS70 grade is valued at $940. 
That's a 470% difference! 

Of course, the population of these MS70 coins is smaller, 
because they're examples of the finest coins. 

What can make a perfect coin even better? 
A "First Releases" pedigree! 

Only a very small percentage of the first 2012 coins 
struck qualify for the additional First Releases certification 
from highly-respected independent grading service 
Numismatic Guaranty Corporation (NGC). 

Prices and availability subject to change without notice. Past performance is not a predictor of future performance. NOTE: New York Mint® is a private distributor of worldwide government coin and 
currency issues and other collectible numismatic products, and is not affiliated with the United States government. Facts and figures deemed accurate as of April 2012. ©2012 New York Mint, LLC. 
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MISSION POSSIBLE 

Team Rubicon's rapid response to natural disasters 
gives combat veterans ttie ctiallenge ttiey crave. 



The moment he saw the 
destruction on TV in 
January 2010, former 
Marine scout-sniper Jake 
Wood knew he had to get 
to Haiti. He called a few 
friends, posted a quick 
note on Facebook - "I'm 
going to Haiti. Who's in?" - 
filled some duffel bags 
with first-aid supplies and 
headed for the airport. 
Team Rubicon was born. 

BY KENOLSEN 




Following Haiti's earthquake, William McNulty helped run a 
makeshift emergency room in Port-au-Prince. Photo courtesy Team Rubicon 



Forty-eight hours later, Wood joined seven other 
volunteers - Marines, firefighters, physicians, a 
priest and a former Special Forces medic - at the 
Santo Domingo airport in the Dominican 
Republic and headed for the Haitian border. Six 
days after the magnitude-7 earthquake devastated 
the region, they were running a makeshift emer- 
gency room in the courtyard of Port-au-Prince's 
largest hospital. 

By the end of the mission. Team Rubicon had 
treated thousands of Haitians and started a 
rapid-response group that has since dispatched 
combat veterans to natural disasters from Alabama 
and Indiana to Burma and the Sudan. 

"I self-responded to Hurricane Katrina with a 
buddy from high school, and I saw how poor the 
response could be when things got overwhelm- 
ing," Wood says. "No one is better qualified than 
veterans to do this. This is an opportunity for them 
to feel like a part of a team, to engage in a mission. 
This is the opportunity I've been looking for since 
I took off the uniform (in 2009)." 

Disaster Business. Before the Haiti disaster, 
neither Wood nor Team Rubicon co-founder 
William McNulty had considered using relief work 
to help veterans transition to civilian life. In fact, 
McNulty had never met Wood when he telephoned 
him to say, "I'm in" after seeing Wood's Facebook 
post about going to Haiti. 

Wood was taking college classes and applying to 
MBA programs following deployments to Iraq and 
Afghanistan. The 6-foot-6-inch former University 
of Wisconsin left tackle wasn't sure where busi- 
ness school was taking him. Banking, perhaps. 
"I was hoping to discover an entrepreneurial 
opportunity," Wood says. "I was going to graduate 
school to give myself two years to figure out what 
that plan would be." 

McNulty was working in the intelligence com- 
munity after two tours with a private contractor in 
Iraq. Dissatisfied, the former Marine formed a 
production company, bought the rights to ex-CIA 
officers' stories and geared up to make his first 
film. "Never did I set out to start a disaster-relief 
organization," McNulty says. 
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Haiti rewrote the script. 

The aftermath of the earthquake was horrific: 
children with crushed limbs, the smell of gan- 
grene, the urgency of amputations. Death. The 
pressure of being the only relief effort in the area. 

"We were all going through something," 
McNulty says. "We didn't realize it was going to 
have a huge impact on our lives." By the second 
day at the hospital, he was so overcome with 
despair that he stepped outside and cried. 

But there was 
promise as well. Team 
Rubicon's ranks grew 
every day. Ten doctors 
and nurses from 
Chicago arrived with 
two and a half tons of 
medical supplies. 
McNulty managed to 

get the supplies from the airport to the hospital 
despite a U.S. Army officer who tried to seize 
them for the American embassy. Clay Hunt - 
Wood's best friend from the Marines - tracked 
the team down in the chaos of Port-au-Prince on 
the third day with nothing more than GPS coordi- 
nates, and started changing bandages, casting 
fractures and fashioning crutches from tree 
branches and duct tape. 

"You could see tangible results," McNulty says. 
"You knew the work you were doing on a child 
was going to save a life. That's very important to 
veterans of Iraq and Afghanistan." 

On their fourth day in Haiti, McNulty turned to 
Wood and said, "Jake, I think we have a model." 
An attorney and former Marine following Team 
Rubicon's work on the Internet also thought there 
was a future for Wood's and McNulty's approach 
to disaster relief. 

"My dad was kind of running things for us 
back home," Wood says. "On Day 6, he called to 
say, 'Some lawyer just incorporated you as a 
nonprofit group.'" 

Bridge the Gap. Team Rubicon initially focused 
on replicating its Haiti blueprint by pairing 
military veterans with medical volunteers and 
getting them to disaster scenes while the larger, 
more established groups were still mobilizing. 
A month after the devastation in Haiti, Chile 
suffered one of the largest earthquakes ever 
recorded. Wood, McNulty, Hunt and other 
volunteers headed to South America and again 
showed that their model worked. However, there 
was less demand for their skills because Chile 



"You knew the work you were doing 
on a child was going to save a life. 
That's very important to veterans of 
Iraq and Afghanistan." 



was better prepared to deal with natural disas- 
ters. Team Rubicon decided to focus on 
underdeveloped countries, particularly places 
where other groups didn't feel comfortable 
sending volunteers. 

"We're getting young, hungry military combat 
veterans," Wood says. "Everybody has the 
mindset that there's nothing they can't do." 

Team Rubicon has sent combat veterans with 
trauma expertise to Burma to train medics in a 

region that suffered 
violent government 
repression. It returned 
to Haiti when a cholera 
epidemic ripped 
through the country. 
It performed a 
monthlong medical 
mission in South 
Sudan. It sent a team to Pakistan to help flood 
victims. The list goes on. 

Team Rubicon has bridged the gap between a 
disaster and the time when more established aid 
groups were able to respond. The group travels 
light, and hires locals rather than trying to fly in 
enough vehicles, equipment and personnel to 
take care of every imaginable need. "I think the 
biggest difference is what happens when we hit 
the ground running," Wood says. "A lot of 
organizations set up tents and white boards and 
do risk analysis. We do our analysis on the fly, 
just like they teach us in the military." 



William McNulty, Team Rubicon co-founder 




Marine Corps veteran Jake Wood treats a Haitian woman wtio 

suffered a head injury. Photo courtesy Team Rubicon 
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'HEALTHY 
CONVERSATION' 



At every turn, the team relies on personal 
connections and persistence to gain access to 
disaster scenes: the childhood friend who 
played squash with the Pakistani doctor who 
knew the Pakistani ambassador to Japan who 
could connect them to the Pakistani ambassa- 
dor to the United States. The Alabama doctor 
whose uncle knew the Tuscaloosa fire chief and 
could direct them to where help was most 
needed. The Haitian ambassador who took 
McNulty at his word and wrote letters in both 
Spanish and French Creole guaranteeing their 
safe passage across the Haitian border. 

Renewed Purpose. Veterans who struggle 
to find their place after leaving the military 
thrive with Team Rubicon. Hunt - Wood's 
scout-sniper partner - seemed to only find 
relief for his PTSD and depression when he 
was on missions. 

"I cannot tell you how good it feels to be able 
to go into a rubble-strewn city in a Third World 
country and to be able to do good without 
having to worry whether or not everybody 
around is about to start shooting at you/' Hunt 
wrote after his third trip to Haiti. "I found a 
renewed sense of purpose within myself that 
has been missing since I separated from the 
(Marines). I found myself in the company of a 
band of brothers once again, which has been 
absolutely priceless to me." 

People noticed the difference in Hunt, who 
grieved the loss of four close friends in combat 
and was frustrated by his battles to get help 
from VA. 

"It was such a good fit," says Hunt's mother, 
Susan Selke. When he came back from mis- 
sions, "he was on top of the world." 

But the PTSD and the depression were too 
much. Hunt killed himself in March 2011, not 
long after the Houston VA hospital sent him 
home without filling his new antidepressant 
prescription, telling him they would mail it to 
him in two weeks. 

Team Rubicon reeled. 

"It wasn't until Clay killed himself that we 
took a hard look at what service meant to a 
veteran - a sense of purpose, of self-worth," 
McNulty says. "Things veterans lose when they 
take the uniform off." 

Wood and McNulty realized that the organi- 
zation had to engage more veterans more often, 
and in their own communities. Team Rubicon 
had to perform disaster relief at home. 



At the end of each workday in earthquake-ravaged Haiti, 
Jesuit priest Jim Boyington asked Team Rubicon volunteers 
to share something they had learned that they would carry 
with them the rest of their lives. So began a tradition of 
evening reflections that is a part of Team Rubicon missions. 

"Veterans really open up at the end of the day," says Jake 
Wood, president and co-founder of the disaster response 
group. "There is an opportunity there to really reach guys for 
the first time in a peer-to-peer capacity." 

Joanne Dennis, Team Rubicon's program development 
director, is working with Weill Cornell Medical College and 
Suicide Prevention Initiatives to develop peer-counseling 
training for the organization's volunteers. The goal is to help 
combat veterans negotiate the complex and often difficult 
transition to civilian life. The program is also aimed at 
veterans who are interested in exploring the counseling 
profession, Dennis says. 

There's a significant need. An estimated 18 veterans kill 
themselves every day, says William McNulty, Team Rubicon's 
co-founder. About 37 percent of veterans self-report PTSD. 
However, the real numbers are higher, he says. 

Team Rubicon plans to offer its first peer-counseling 
program this fall in New York City. Each veteran who 
participates will be paired with a licensed mental health 
professional, giving the latter an opportunity to learn more 
about the issues veterans face, Dennis says. 

Wood remains cautious. 

"This is tricky," he says. "Veterans may not recognize they 
are looking for a sense of self-worth. We lose credibility with 
veterans who are going for the excitement if it becomes 
known that we are deploying peer counselors." 

Nonetheless, Team Rubicon missions are a valuable 
opportunity to help military veterans with a critical part of 
reintegration. The group's volunteers feel more comfortable 
talking about their Iraq and Afghanistan experiences while 
sitting around a campfire with other veterans than when 
sitting in a therapist's office, Dennis says. 

"PTSD is a continuum," Wood adds. "The vast majority of 
people are on that continuum. Having a healthy 
conversation among your peers is a good thing." 




\Noodi, McNulty, Jermaine Nelson and Clay Hunt, from left, stop 
for a photo after their flight back from Haiti. Photo courtesy Team Rubicon 
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The invention of the year 
is great news for your ears 

Perfect Choice HD™ is easy to use, 
hard to see and costs far less... 
ifs like reading glasses for your ears™! 

New Personal Sound Amplification Product 
is an affordable alternative 




Over the years, technology has made 
the way we Hve easier, safer and 
more convenient. In many cases, 
it's even made many products 
more affordable... (remember how 
much the first VCR used to cost?). 
Unfortunately, the cost of hearing aids 
never seemed to come down. Now, a 
new alternative has been invented. . . 
it s called Perfect Choice HD™. 

''Reading glasses for your ears" 



Perfect Choice HD 
is NOT a hearing 
aid. Hearing aids 
can only be sold by 
an audiologist or 
a licensed hearing 
instrument specialist. 
In order to get a 
hearing aid, you had 
to go to the doctor's 
office for a battery of 
tests and numerous 
fitting appointments. 
Once they had you 
tested and fitted, you 
would have to pay as 
much as $5000 for the product. Now, 
thanks to the efforts of the doctor 

Are you or 
a loved one frustrated 
in these situations? 

• Restaurants • Dinner parties 
• Outdoor conversations 
• Lectures • Sermons 
• Meetings 
...and other times where you 
need to turn up the volume 



who leads a renowned hearing 
institute, there is Perfect Choice HD. 
It's designed to accurately amplify 
sounds and deliver them to your ear. 
Because we've developed an efficient 
production process, we can make a 
great product at an affordable 
price. The unit has been designed 
to have an easily accessible battery, 
but it is small and lightweight 
enough to hide behind your ear... 
only you'll know you have it on. 



Perfect Choice HD feature comparison 





Perfect Choice HD 


Others 


Lightweight and 
Inconspicuous 


YES 


Some 


Easy Toggle 
Switch Adjustment 


YES 


Few 


Setting 
Memory 


YES 


Few 


Tests and Fittings 
Required 


NO 


Most 


Affordable 


YES 


as much as 
$5000 


Friendly Return 
Policy 


YES 


Rarely 



It s comfortable and won t make you 
feel like you have something stuck in 
your ear. It provides high quality 
audio so sounds and conversations 
will be easier to hear and understand. 

Try it for yourself with our exclusive 
home trial. Some people need 
hearing aids but many just need the 
extra boost in volume that a PSAP 
gives them. We want you to be 
happy with Perfect Choice HD, so 
we are offering to let you try it 
for yourself. If you are not totally 
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Affordable, Simple to use, 

Virtually impossible to see 

satisfied with this product, simply 
return it within 60 days for a refund 
of the full product purchase price. 
Don't wait... don't miss out on 
another conversation... call now! 



Perfect. 
Choice HD' 



Call now for 
the lowest price ever. 

Please mention promotional code 
44966. 

1 -866-428-5020 

1998 Ruffin Mill Road • Colonial Heights, VA 23834 

Perfect Choice HD is not a hearing aid. If you believe you 
need a hearing aid, please consult a physician. gj 
Not available in the state of Washington. § 




A dozen missions in, Wood is convinced that Team Rubicon 
mal<es a difference in veterans' lives. Photo courtesy Team Rubicon 



A month after Hunt killed himself, a tornado 
ripped through Tuscaloosa, Ala. Team Rubicon 
Domestic was born. 

Twenty-five volunteers turned out to tarp roofs, 
remove trees and clean up debris. "That jump-start- 
ed what became our flagship program," Wood says. 

The work was just what J.C. McGreehan needed. 
"My transition from the military was pretty diffi- 
cult," says McGreehan, who served in the Army. 
"I had this incredible gap in my life. Just knowing 
you have even five minutes of positive impact on 
somebody's life is so rewarding." 



FOR AIR FORCE VETERAN, 
CHALLENGE TRUMPS COMFORT 



Nicole Green is walking away from her secure six- 
figure salary at a Washington consulting firm for a far 
more austere and uncertain future at Team Rubicon. 

That says everything about the quality of people the 
veterans group attracts, not to mention Green's 
dedication to helping veterans find a meaningful place in 
the civilian world. 

"She would rather have something that gives her 
purpose," says Joshua Webster, Team Rubicon's personal 
and training director, who Green is replacing as he 
returns to active duty with the Army. "It's amazing we 
have people willing to do that." 

The decision was easy for Green. 

"Team Rubicon has given me a much more tangible 
sense of accomplishment," she says. "It's given me a peer 
group I didn't realize I was missing as much as I was." 

Green had plenty of other options. An Air Force 
Academy graduate, she served as an intelligence officer 
in Iraq early in the war. She left the military in 2006 and 
taught English in Russia while earning her master's in 
diplomacy with a focus on conflict resolution. Green then 
moved to Washington to work as a management 
consultant for Deloitte Consulting. 

"She's the type of person you look at and think you'd 
never be able to afford to hire because she's so 
intelligent, successful and accomplished," says Jake 
Wood, president and co-founder of Team Rubicon. 
"Fortunately for us, Nicole has a deep passion for Team 
Rubicon and our mission. She's willing to sacrifice some 
of the comforts afforded her pedigree to join our team." 

Green is like a lot of the talent Team Rubicon attracts. 
Army veteran Matt Pelak volunteers as the group's field 
operations director when he's not working as a 
firefighter/paramedic in Poughkeepsie, N.Y., or serving 
with the National Guard. Dan Fong, a Denver-area 
firefighter/paramedic field instructor, donates his time as 



a regional coordinator and counts himself lucky to be 
able to work with a rapid-response effort even though 
he has no military background. Dr. John Sutter 
volunteers as chief medical officer between shifts at a 
hospital in Bethel, Alaska, and a homeless clinic in New 
York City. 

"Everybody I've met in the organization is trying to do 
something outside of themselves and outside the norm," 
Sutter says. "I believe in the mission, and everybody I've 
met along the way is going to be a friend for life." 

Like many people, Green's connection to Team 
Rubicon involves the late Clay Hunt - one of the group's 
original members. She met Hunt and Wood during a 
veterans lobbying week on Capitol Hill in 2010, soon after 
they returned from Team Rubicon's first Haiti mission. 

Pelak recruited Green after Hunt, haunted by PTSD 
and depression, killed himself in late March 2011. "At 
Clay's funeral. Matt walked up to me and said, 'You have 
a level head. You are good in a crisis. You should join.'" 

A month later Green was part of the team's response 
to the tornadoes in Tuscaloosa, Ala., followed almost 
immediately by a mission to the tornado-ravaged Joplin, 
Mo., area. Next came Hurricane Irene on the East Coast. 

"It's a call to action that immediately engages every 
veteran," Green says. "It gives them a purpose, a focus, a 
sense of pride. They tell me. This gives me a reason to be 
proud to be a veteran.'" 




Nicole Green joined Team Rubicon's relief efforts following 
devastating tornadoes in the South. Photo courtesy Team Rubicon 
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a loving message in a 
Distinctive Jewelrv Exclusive 

My Son, My Pride, My Joy 
Personalized Bracelet 




A Personal Expression of 
Love and Pride for a Special Son 

Your wonderful son — he fills your life with love 
every single day! Express to him how very proud 
you are with the "My Son, My Pride, My Joy" 
Personalized Bracelet available only from 
The Bradford Exchange. 

This meaningful keepsake is a stylish 81/2" 
link-chain bracelet finely hand-crafted in durable, 
rugged stainless steel. At the center is a solid 
stainless steel plate which you personalize with 
your son's initials. The back is engraved with 
the loving sentiment, "My Son, My Pride, My Joy", 
It's the perfect gift to celebrate an important 
occasion — or "just because." 

A Limited-time offer 
This bracelet is a remarkable value at just $89*, 
payable in 4 monthly installments of $22.25 each, 
and backed by our unconditional 120-day guarantee. 
It arrives in a jewelry pouch and gift box with a 
Certificate of Authenticity. Send no money now; just 
mail the Reservation Application. But don't miss 
out — order today! 



^ Solid Stainless Steel band is 
engraved with your 
sons initials on the front... 



Shown actual size 



^ ...and a loving sentiment 
on the back! 

www.bradfordexchange.com/l 1247 



UMITED-TIIVIE 
OFFER 

Reservations will 
be accepted on a 
first-come-first-served 
basis Respond as soon 
as possible to reserve your 
"l\^ySon, My Pride, 
My Joy" Personalized 
Bracelet. " 



RESERVATION APPLICATION SEND NO MONEY NOW 



JEWELRY ^ 

P.O. Box 806, Morton Grove, IL 60053-0806 

YES ■ Please reserve the "My Son, My Pride, My Joy" Personalized 
Bracelet engraved with the initials indicated. 




First Middle Last 



Name (Please Print Clearly) 



*Plus a total Of $9.98 for 
shipping and service.. 
Allow 4-6 weeks for 
delivery of your jewelry 
after we receive your initial 
deposit. Subject to product 
availability and order 



City 

E-Mail (Optional) 



State Zip_ 



©2011 BGE 01-11247-001-BI 



01 -11 247-001 -E94901 



"No one is better qualified than 
veterans to do this ... This is the 
opportunity I've been looking for 
since I took off the uniform." 

Jake Wood, Team Rubicon co-founder 

As Team Rubicon helped untangle Tuscaloosa, 
the veterans' cellphones began ringing with the 
news that Osama bin Laden was dead. 

"There was an outpouring of emotion from 
these normally stoic Marines/' says Dr. Alan 
Ogles, a family physician in Ashland, Ala., and a 
Team Rubicon volunteer. "That was a night I 
won't forget," he adds as he recalls the scene at 
his family's hunting camp, where the team was 
staying. "There were shots of bourbon and pistols 
fired in the air in 
honor of Clay 
Hunt." 

Four weeks later, 
another tornado 
hit Joplin, Mo. 
Nicole Green 
found herself 
knee-deep in 
debris with Team 
Rubicon for the 
second time in two 
months. 

"At the end of 
the day, I was 
exhausted and 
dirty from work- 
ing with my 
hands," says 
Green, who works 
as a management 
consultant in 
Washington. "But I did something that made a 
difference in other people's lives. That's some- 
thing I wasn't getting in my day job." 

Team Rubicon's volunteers have positioned 
themselves as specialists in their field. 

"There's a massive gap in this country when it 
comes to disaster relief," says Matt Pelak, field 
operations director. "The Red Cross and the 
National Guard don't go out and get dirty cutting 
down trees and tarping people's roofs." 

And who better than America's veterans to 
answer the call? 

"Veterans need challenges and opportunities," 
Wood says. "It's foolish not to tap them for 
disaster response." 




McNultysays that Team Rubicon's disaster relief missions help combat 
veterans rediscover their sense of purpose and self-worth. Photo courtesy Team Rubicon 



Sustaining Success. Team Rubicon recently 
moved from its founders' apartments into a spare 
warehouse near Los Angeles International Air- 
port, where the windows rattle when jets swoop 
in to land. The organization has a well-stocked 
mission locker and is recruiting regional directors. 
The number of volunteers tripled in two months 
last spring. And Team Rubicon's model for helping 
veterans while helping disaster victims is gaining 
recognition. Veterans advocates have inquired 
about establishing similar relief programs in 
Australia and Norway. 

Nevertheless, Team Rubicon struggles to keep 
the lights on and provide meager salaries for five 
staff members. Donors step forward to help send 
Team Rubicon to natural disasters here and 
abroad. But the organization's rules require that 

any portion of a 
donation not spent 
directly on disas- 
ter relief be 
returned to donors 
or used for future 
missions. None of 
it can go for 
overhead. 

Meanwhile, 
Team Rubicon's 
founders have 
emptied their bank 
accounts and 
maxed out their 
credit cards as 
efforts to find 
funding have 
faltered. "We've 
gotten turned 
down for grants 
because people 
think we're too well established," McNulty says. 
"It's frustrating." 

Team Rubicon is living on a small grant from 
Google while it looks for ways to sustain its 
mission. But Wood remains as undaunted as the 
day he announced his Haiti trip. "I'm obsessed 
with the idea that Team Rubicon can make a 
difference in the lives of veterans," he says. 
"We're sitting on a gold mine of energy and 
enthusiasm and talent." || 

Ken Olsen is a frequent contributor to The 
American Legion Magazine. 

^ teamrubiconu5a.org 
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SURRRISE 



Your Feet Never Had It So Good f 
1 



It's a Slipper! 
It's a House Shoe! 
It's An Outdoor Shoe! 



CONVERTIBLE CUFF 




1 



Keeps Feet 
& Ankles 
Warm & 
Comfy! 



www.DreamProductsCatalog.com '".Tvar OR 1 ■800-530-2689 



Keep Your Feet Warm All Winter Long 

Unlike bulky slippers that flop open 
and let cold air slip In, these Incredible 
"cardigan" slippers hug your feet from 
toe to ankle so the warmth stays In and 
the cold stays out. Fabulous fashion 
Import has handsome "suede-like" 
micro fiber bottom with non skid soles 
and the soft and cushy acrylic knit 
upper Is specially designed to lock In 
body heat and block out cold. Plus, 
the ultra plush fleece Inside pampers 
your feet like never before. Hurry, 
order today and get FREE Shipping & 
Handling! 

Satisfaction Guaranteed or Return For Your Money Back 



INDICATE NUMBER OF PAIRS j, ^A., , ^ ✓ 
ORDERED UNDER SIZE CyOnO^i)^^ ^tCfip^ ^OCK^ 


#94797 
S Ladies 
5-6 

Qty 


#94798 
IVI Ladies 

6/2-7^.4 

Qty 


#94799 
L Ladies 
8-9 

Qty 


#94800 
XL Ladies 
9/2-10/2 

Qty 


#94801 
8 Mens 
6-7 

Qty 


#94802 
M Mens 

Qty 


#94803 
L Mens 
9-10 

Qty 


#94804 
XL Mens 
10/2-12 

Qty 


Pr(s) Slipper Socks® $12.97 Pr. 


$ 


CA residents must add 7.25% sales tax 


$ 


FREE Regular Shipping & Handling 


$FREE 


, ^ , FOR EXPEDITED SHIPPING {optmal) 

w/ AddAnAmmal$2.95 
I^^J (receive your order 5-7 days from shipment) 


$2.95 


PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY | TOTAL 


$ 



□ VISA □ MasterCard □ Discover®/NOVUSS"Cards | Dept. 65277 

Card# 



Expiration Date 



1 1 1 1 1 



Name _ 



Address . 
City 



ST Zip_ 



Daytime Plione #_ 



Email Address_ 



Check or money order payable to: Dream Products, Inc. 
Send Order To: 412 Dream Lane, Van Nuys, CA 91496 



Retirement 

Next Exit ^ 



USAA Financial Services 




A MAP FOR THE GAP 



Whether retirement is far off or just ahead, start fashioning an income plan. 

BYJJ.MONTANARO 



Sure, most Americans dream of the day they can 
quit the daily grind and shp into a comfortable 
retirement lifestyle. Unfortunately, that dream is 
ever more difficult to achieve. 

In a survey released earlier this year, the Employ- 
ee Benefit Research Institute found that only 
14 percent of Americans feel confident about their 
financial security during retirement. Put another 
way, 86 percent of Americans are concerned about 
their prospects for a financially comfortable retire- 
ment. This reality demands a proactive approach to 
retirement planning - specifically, to retirement 
income planning. 

A comprehensive retirement income plan can 
provide an accurate assessment of where you stand 
relative to your retirement goals. Such a plan can 
also reveal opportunities, help optimize savings 
plans to meet income goals, and help eliminate 
unwanted surprises. 

In its most basic form, the retirement income plan 
has four steps: 

Project, or evaluate, expenses. This approach is 
largely dictated by your age. For those with decades 
to go before retirement, a ballpark estimate might 
be all that is needed. Rules of thumb like "anticipate 
spending 80 percent of pre-retirement income 
during retirement" can be a good place to start. 
However, if you are already retired or close to it, a 
detailed hsting of actual or expected expenditures is 
a far better foundation upon which to plan your sav- 
ings and income strategies. 



Regardless of your age or the method chosen, the 
importance of this exercise cannot be overstated. In 
the end, the results of this expense projection are at 
the very core of the retirement income plan because 
they will determine the adequacy of your assets and 
the likelihood of being able to sustain your desired 
standard of living. 

Assess income sources. Armed with an accurate 
list of expenses (or at least a solid estimate), it's 
time to pull together a list of what is, or will be, 
coming in on the income side of the ledger. It's 
important to capture all expected fixed income 
streams like Social Security, military retirement, 
and government, corporate or state pensions. Note 
that income from savings and investments is 
intentionally excluded from this list. Those will 
enter the picture later. 

If you've already retired, the amount of these 
income streams will of course be readily available. 
Otherwise, the Social Security Administration's 
website, www.ssa.gov, offers retirement benefit 
estimates, as well as the ability to view annual 
statements online (the Social Security Administra- 
tion discontinued the mailing of paper statements 
this year). On the corporate side, personnel offices 
can typically provide retirement or pension figures, 
and DoD has a number of handy retirement calcula- 
tors at militarypay.defense.gov. 

Crunch the numbers. At this point, the makings of 
a full-blown retirement budget are in hand, and 
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typically the assistance of a financial professional or 
retirement planning software is necessary. An 
analysis of income and expenses will reveal either a 
surplus or, in many if not most cases, a deficit. Then 
the real work begins. 

Fill the gap before, and during, retirement. If 

your retirement is still far away, closing the gap 
between retirement income and expenses will 
primarily be a function of your retirement savings 
and investment strategy. There are a host of calcula- 
tors available online, including those at USAA.com, 
to assist in determining what it will take to accumu- 
late enough to bridge the gap between income and 
expenses. This could also be an ideal time to enlist 
a professional to assist you with the planning. 

In most cases, the primary outcome of the process 
will be to increase what is being saved for retire- 
ment. Necessary corrective actions will be identi- 
fied, and you can start implementing the plan while 
there is still adequate time to address any shortfalls. 

On the other hand, the analysis and your personal 
situation may indicate that your current plan is not 
realistic and that there is no way to bridge the gap. 
If that's the case, adjusting your retirement date 
and/or lifestyle may be the only option. While not a 
pleasant conclusion, it's better to know this early 
than to be surprised on the brink of retirement. 

During retirement, a shortfall requires immediate 
attention. In the best-case scenario, it can be 
addressed by utilizing accumulated retirement 
investments and savings through implementation of 
one of the methods discussed below. If this isn't 
possible, it's time to work both ends of the budget 
equation and begin reducing expenses. 

One of the benefits of the retirement income 
process is that a clear listing of expenses that now 
exist may offer opportunities for savings. It could 
mean downsizing your living accommodations, 
reducing your transportation costs, or just tighten- 
ing the belt on discretionary expenses like dining 
out, entertainment, and cable and wireless plans. 
The opportunities to reduce the size of the gap will 
vary by situation. 

On the other side of the equation, one of the most 
straightforward ways to fill the gap is to utilize 
income from investments. Interest, dividends and 
capital gains can often be collected and pooled in a 
money market account, or sent directly to a check- 
ing or savings account. 

For some people, another option to fill the gap 
could be to purchase an income stream via an 
income annuity. Essentially, a lump sum is utilized 
to purchase an income stream that can last as long 



as either an individual or a couple is alive. This 
tactic requires relatively little work or ongoing 
management, and offers the peace of mind that 
comes with knowing that your income stream 
cannot be outlived. Perhaps the biggest drawback of 
this tactic is that once it's put in place, it can be 
difficult - if not impossible - to undo or change. 

If your investment income is inadequate or an 
income annuity is not a feasible or acceptable 
solution, another option is the three-bucket strategy: 

■ Place the equivalent of two years of "fill-the-gap" 
expenses in stable investments like savings, money- 
market or short-term CD accounts. 

■ Allocate the funds necessary to fill the gap for 
years 3 to 7 to a mix of cash and bond investments. 
This bucket is designed to be relatively stable, but 
also to achieve a slightly higher rate of return than 
the first bucket. 

■ Invest the remainder of funds for longer periods of 
time, such as seven or more years, allocating them 
to a mix of stocks, bonds and cash. 

Be sure to consult with an investment adviser to 
determine the appropriate mix based on your 
specific goals, objectives and circumstances. 

Thus far, the discussion for filling the retirement 
income gap has focused on financial assets and 
expense. But another alternative may be to increase 
your income through a return to the workforce. 
Working even part time can yield substantial 
benefits. For example, a part-time job that yields 
$500 per month, or $6,000 a year, will produce the 
same pretax income as a $150,000 bond portfolio 
yielding 4 percent. 

Finally, though not always available or suitable, 
you could tap your home equity to provide income 
or supplement one of the other strategies via a 
reverse mortgage. Historically an expensive option, 
the introduction of the Federal Housing Administra- 
tion's Home Equity Conversion Mortgage (HECM) 
Saver in 2010 provided a more cost-effective means 
of turning home equity into a component of the 
retirement income plan. 

The process of developing a sound retirement 
income plan can provide the peace of mind that 
comes with knowing that a stable financial future is 
a reality, or the understanding necessary to take the 
corrective actions required to avoid financial 
catastrophe. A little planning today can help you 
exit the grind without falling into the grinder. || 

JJ. Montanaro is a certified financial planner with 
USAA Financial Planning Services, one of the USAA 
family of companies. USAA is The American Legion's 
preferred provider for financial services. 



OCTOBER 2012 | THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE 53 



MYAMERICA 



'The United States of America is a dream factory. 

"We have a culture that embraces dreamers, 

a history that inspires them, 

and a government of, by and for them. 

"Where else can a farm kid get to draw 
funny pictures for a living? 

'Thank goodness for the dreamers 
who founded this great nation, 
and for the brave men 
and women who 
protect it to this day." 





Jim Davis 



Cartoonist, creator of "Garfield" 



Davis was born in 1945 to a Hoosier 
farming family that kept 25 cats. 
Asthma often kept him indoors as a 
child, but his mother encouraged 
him to pass the time by drawing. 
After college, Davis got a job as 
assistant to a syndicated cartoonist, 
and started dreaming up a 
character for a strip of his own. 
"Garfield" - starring a gluttonous, 
wiseacre cat named for Davis' 
grandfather - debuted in 1978 and 
has become the world's most 
widely syndicated comic strip. 
Davis' oldest son, James, served 
with the Marine Corps in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. 

Photo courtesy PAWS, Inc. 
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It's a first. It's silver. 
It's patriotic. And it's a steal. 



Washington crossing the Delaware. 
Eisenhower launching D-Day. 
Kennedy rescuing the crew of 
PT 109. These men made history. 

This set made history 

To celebrate the bicentennial of 
America, the U.S. Mint struck this 
special three-piece proof set 
honoring these three American 
presidents — and our 200th birth- 
day. To capture the bicentennial 
spirit, the coins in the set are 
dual-dated 1776-1976. 

This set was so popular over 
4 million were sold. 

Unlike the regular circulating coins 
of the day, these coins are struck in 
40% precious silver. 

It's the first commemorative U.S. 
Mint Proof Set ever. It's also the first 
proof set to feature all dual-dated 
coins. And finally, it's the first U.S. 
Proof Set to include a Silver Dollar. 



Americans love proof coins from the 
U.S. Mint. Each coin is struck twice 
from specially prepared dies and 
has deeply-mirrored surfaces and 
superb frosty images. 

And you know you've got a real 
piece of American history when you 
hold this set — the red white and 
blue holder is spectacular! 

Now for the steal part... 

This first-ever Bicentennial Silver 
Proof Set sold out at the mint three 
decades ago. When you consider 
how much prices have risen since 
then, you might expect to pay $1 00 
or more to buy this set today. 

But for this special offer, we are 
releasing our entire stock of 
Bicentennial Silver Proof Sets for 
only $49 each. Or better yet, buy 
five and pay only $39 each! 



Order now risk free 

We expect our small quantity of 
Bicentennial Silver Proof Sets to 
disappear quickly at this special 
price. We urge you to call now to 
get yours. You must be satisfied with 
your set or return it within 30 days of 
receipt for a prompt refund (less s&h). 

Buy more and SAVE 

1776-1976 Bicentennial Silver Proof 

Set $49+s//7 

5 for only $39 each +s/h SAVE $50 

Toil-Free 24 hours a day 

1 -800-558-6468 



Offer Code BPF227-04 

Please mention this code wtienyou call. 



[3 GovMlNT.COM 

^15?-/ YOUR ONE BEST SOURCE FOR COINS WORLDWIDE 

14101 Southcross Drive W. 

Dept. BPF227-04 
Burnsvi lie, Minnesota 55337 

www.GovMint.com 



Prices and availability subject to change without notice. Past performance is not a predictor of future performance. 

Note: GovMint.com is a private distributor of worldwide government coin and currency issues and privately issued licensed 
collectibles and is not affiliated with the United States government. Facts and figures were deemed accurate as of July 201 2. 
©201 2 New York Mint, LLC 
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[VERBATIM] 

"\'m now a legend. Tm 
also the greatest 
athlete to live.'' 

Usain Bolt, the Jamaican 
sprinter wlio ran the men's 
200-meter race in 19.32 
seconds, and tlie first man 
to win tlie 100- and 
200-meter races at 
consecutive Olympics 

^^Not only can 
Congress kick the can 
down the road, 
I think weVe got 
special gym shoes for 
can-kicking.'' 

Sen. Carl Levin, D-Micli., cliairman of 
tlie Senate Armed Services Committee, 
saying lie's confident that Congress can 
avert an additional $500 billion in 
defense cuts that would be enforced 
under sequestration 

^^he days of George Jetson 
getting in the vehicle, saying 
To the office' and then 
reading a newspaper, we 
don't envision for an awful 
long time." 

Tom Baloga, BMW's U.S. vice president 
of engineering, on a report that 
self-driving cars could hit showrooms by 
2019. Though more automakers are 
developing semi-autonomous features 
for vehicles, Baloga says consumers still 
prefer the idea of human drivers. 

^^Far better it is to dare 
mighty things, to win 
glorious triumphs even 
though checkered by failure, 
than to rank with those poor 
spirits who neither enjoy nor 
suffer much because they 
live in the gray twilight that 
knows neither victory nor 
defeat." 

Theodore Roosevelt, 26th president 
of the United States (1858-1919) 



Sources: HK, Air Force Times, Reuters 



[LIFESTYLE] 

DOGGED 
DETERMINATION 

Marine Corps veteran Nick White mal<es his living 
training household dogs to have the same level of 
discipline as their military counterparts. 

BY JACKIE ROTHENBERG 

The Greater Swiss Mountain dog that took home the coveted prize for best 
in breed at the Westminster Kennel Club Dog Show this year wouldn't pay 
much attention when his owner spoke. 

"George is a very large and very strong adolescent male," Nancy Kechner 
explains. "He can pull 3,300 pounds. So when he decided he was going to go 
see something, you sort of got dragged around by him." 

Kechner brought George to meet Nick White, a Marine Corps veteran who 
runs an off-leash dog-training business in northern Virginia. 

"We can make any dog, any size, any age or any breed have amazing 
obedience," White says. Although dogs of war and their civilian counterparts 
may seem to have little in common, he says that with training, household pets 
can be taught the same level of discipline as military working dogs. 

Now, Kechner says, George is a much better listener and is more under 
control. 

White found his calling early in life, when, as a child in Urbana, Ohio, he 
taught the family dog tricks. But his interest was especially piqued by the 
military, where he was impressed by the dedication, loyalty and intelligence 
of deployed canines. 

White enlisted in the Marines at 18, fresh out of high school. His unit was the 
first to enter Fallujah in 2004, where Operation Phantom Fury encountered 
some of the heaviest fighting Marines had seen since the Vietnam War. 

As bomb-sniffing dogs braved the urban terrain. White realized that their 
precision military training could make the difference between life and death 
for him and his fellow Marines. 

"It really makes you think," he says. "If it weren't for them, we would just 
have to take a gamble. They truly are heroes." 

"These dogs are risking their lives out there on the front lines just as much 
as the Marines," White says of the four-legged troops that can hold rank, are 
awarded medals and receive military funerals. 

After the Marine Corps, White worked for the Secret Service, on details for 
presidents Barack Obama and George W. Bush, and Vice President Dick 
Cheney. His interest once again went to the dogs, which were trained in bomb 
detection and apprehension to protect the presidents and vice president. 

After working unofficially with dogs and their handlers in both the military 
and government, and learning everything he could on his own. White started 
training dogs on the side while still with the Secret Service. He did 
demonstrations in dog parks and placed ads in local trade magazines, then 
left the agency in 2010 to follow his dream. 

More than two years later, Off-Leash K9 Training is thriving. The main facility 
in Virginia has spawned locations in North Carolina, New Jersey, Pennsylvania 
and California, and White is hoping to oversee franchises nationwide. 

He and his staff, which includes other former Marines, provide dogs and 
their owners with private lessons. After basic obedience training consisting of 
general commands such as "sit" and "heel," clients can opt for more advanced 
classes. 

White maintains that 98 percent of all dogs can be trained. Puppies can 
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start at 10 weeks and move on to more formal training at 
five months. And he believes that no dog is too old to learn. 

White contends that most of the behavioral problems he 
sees in dogs stem from owners who don't know how to 
train them. 

"It takes more time to train the owner than the dog," 
he says. 

White's enterprise gives him a way to combine his love of 
dogs and his military training. He works to enhance the 
lives of both dog and owner, and to create a strong bond 
between the two. 

Dogs benefit from training by gaining lifelong freedom 
from a leash. And their owners gain freedom as well - to 
take their dewy-eyed companions to the beach, on 
vacation and elsewhere without worrying that they'll 
misbehave or, far worse, dart into traffic and get hit by a car. 

"It makes the dog's life much happier and makes the 
person appreciate and enjoy the dog more," he says. 

Trainers often see frustrated dog owners who are ready 
to give up and take their pooches back to the pound. But 
after training. White says, "many owners tell us. Thank you 
for making me love my dog again.'" 

"Now they can really be part of the family, as they were 
originally intended," he says. 

Kechner echoes those sentiments, saying, "George is a 
really happy dog now. He's very sensitive and when we'd 
yell at him he was always very sorry, but didn't know what 
for. Now that we can achieve what we want together, we're 
a team." 

Similarly, Jeremy Brewtton is enjoying more quality time 
with Roxie, an Alaskan Malamute. 

"She seems like a totally different dog, in a good way," 
says Brewtton, a Navy officer stationed at the Kennedy 
Irregular Warfare Center in Washington. "When I first got 
her, she was timid and very flighty. I barely trusted her even 
with her leash on. Now, I can take her to the dog park, a 
baseball game or a crowded event without a leash and I'm 
not worried about it." 

"I now have full confidence whenever I take my dog out, 
and having that peace of mind is a huge burden off my 
shoulders." 

White, meanwhile, continues to maintain that there is no 
such thing as a bad dog. Dog owners are another story, and 
he's working on that. 

Jackie Rothenberg is a writer living in New York. 




Marine Corps veteran Nick Wliite 
trained dogs on the side while 
^ working with the Secret Service, and 
^ started Off-Leash K9 Training in 2010. 



Photo by Carina Thornton/Fuzzypants Pet Photography 
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[WAR ON TERROR] 

Afghanistan's 
Pentagon 

The United States is spending nearly 
$92 million on a new headquarters for 
Afghanistan's military. Some have dubbed 
the five-story building "Afghanistan's 
Pentagon." When then-Afghan Defense 
Minister Abdul Rahim Wardak requested a 
bigger office for himself - at a cost of 
$300,000 - "he got a firm 'no' in response," 
according to a Washington Post report. 

[MILITARY AFFAIRS] 

Green Marines 

The U.S. Naval Research Laboratory, 
MicroLink Devices, Design Intelligence and 
the Marine Corps Expeditionary Energy 
Office are collaborating on new 
lightweight solar panels to help Marines 
stay powered up while deployed. The 
mobile solar power system (MSP) uses a 
thin sheet of photovoltaic cells to recharge 
lithium-ion batteries and the like, AOL 
Energy reports. The system's development 
team contends that the MSP and other 
renewable-energy options could help the 
Marine Corps reduce fuel consumption per 
Marine by a whopping 50 percent - and 
cut the total weight they haul on their 
backs by about 200 pounds. 

[FOREIGN AFFAIRS] 

Target: Beijing 

With an eye on China, India has decided 
to purchase 126 fighter-bombers from 
France, added a new nuclear-powered 
submarine to its fleet and taken steps 
toward deploying an aircraft carrier. These 
acquisitions help make India the world's 
top arms importer, AP reports. 

India has also formed two new infantry 
divisions with mountain-warfare 
specialties, and has established a military 
partnership with Vietnam. Most telling, the 
country has tested a new missile, the 
Agni-V, with a range of 3,100 miles. The 
Indian press has dubbed the Agni-V the 
"China killer," MSNBC reports. 

"The Indian military is strengthening its 
forces in preparation to fight a limited 
conflict along the disputed border, and is 
working to balance Chinese power 
projection in the Indian Ocean," James 
Clapper, the U.S. director of national 
intelligence, told the Senate this year. 



[FOREIGN AFFAIRS] 




China's military expands reach 



The Pentagon's latest report on China's military power concludes that the 
country is spending 11.2 percent more on its military this year than it did in 
2011. Between 2000 and 2011, the military budget grew by an average of 
11.8 percent per year. The Pentagon estimates China's total military-related 
spending for 2011 at between $120 billion and $180 billion. 

"China's military modernization is, to an increasing extent, focusing on 
investments in military capabilities that would enable China's armed forces 
to conduct a wide range of missions, including those farther from China," 
according to the report. These include upgrades to the B-6 bomber fleet 
(adapted from the Soviet Tu-16) "with a new, longer-range variant that will 
be armed with a new long-range cruise missile," a new stealth fighter- 
bomber, long-range transport and logistics capabilities, 79 principal surface 
combatants, 50 submarines, and 51 amphibious and medium landing ships. 
As if to underscore its reach, "China evacuated approximately 36,000 
Chinese nationals from Libya during the uprisings." In addition, the Chinese 
navy deployed its 10th task force to fight pirates in the Gulf of Aden. 

Beijing is pouring increasing sums into advanced cruise missiles, short- 
and medium-range conventional ballistic missiles, anti-ship ballistic missiles 
and cyberspace capabilities. Many of these assets "appear designed to 
enable anti-access/area-denial (A2/AD) missions." One is a missile with a 
range of 1,500 kilometers, capable of attacking large ships, "particularly 
aircraft carriers in the western Pacific Ocean." In other words, these assets 
are apparently focused on the U.S. Navy's ability to come to the aid of allies 
in Australia, Indonesia, Taiwan, the Philippines, South Korea and Japan. 



[FOREIGN AFFAIRS] 

Nazi war criminal, 97, headed for trial 

Hungarian authorities have arrested a man they 
believe is one of the last surviving Nazi war criminals. 
Laszio Csatary is accused of sending some 16,000 
Jews to their deaths while governing a Jewish ghetto 
in present-day Slovakia, according to AFP. 

Csatary was arrested in Budapest, interrogated 
and placed under house arrest to await trial. He is 
said to be in "good physical and mental health," 
according to the prosecutor. AFP reports that Csatary 
was condemned to death in absentia by a 
Getty Czechoslovakian court in 1948, but had already 
escaped to Canada, where he lived until the 1990s, at which time he was 
stripped of citizenship and returned to Europe. 

Csatary, now 97, at once claimed innocence and yet admitted he was 
"obeying orders," prosecutors said. 
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GET BACK IN THE WATER SAFELY: A SAFE STEP TO COMFORT AND INDEPENDENCE 



SAFETY NEVER 
FELT SO good: 




*On uninstalled tub, actual height may vary based upon installation 



A Safe Step Walk-In Tub will offer 
independence to those seeking a 
safe and easy way to bathe right in the 
convenience and comfort of your own 
home. Constructed and built right here 
in America for safety and durability 
from the ground up. Plus with more 
standard features than any other tub: 

• Less than 4-inch step up* 

• Built in 17-inch high seat for stability 

• In-line Heater 

• Ozone Sanitizer 

• No-Strength Locking handle 

• Gentle Jet^^ System, 16 air streams 
and 10 water jets 

• Lifetime warranty on the tub and 
door seal 

A Safe Step Walk-In Tub also offers 
life changing therapeutic relief from 
all kinds of aches and pains. Featuring 
carefiilly engineered dual hydro massage 
and air bubble jets — ^both strategically 
placed to target sore muscles and 
joints in your legs and back. 

These tubs are designed to easily fit your 
existing tub space without a foil remodel. 
Installation is included in the package 
and our installers are insured and 



Safe Step Tubs have 
received the Ease-of-Use 
Commendation from the 

Arthritis Foundation 



certified in walk-in 
tub installation- all 
work is 100% 
guaranteed. 

Offering the highest 
quality and service 
while maintaining a low affordable 
price, there just isn't a better walk-in 
tub on the market. 

So take your first step towards feeling 
great and stay in the home you love. 

Call now toll-free 

1-888-559-7895 

for more information and for our 
Senior Discounts. 

Financing available with approved credit. 



$750 OFF 

when you mention this ad 

for a limited time only 
Call Toil-Free 1-888-559-7895 



Walk-Iisi "Tub Co. 

www.safesteptub.com 



It Stays forever in your heart 




Unfortunately it also stays forever in your lungs 

Are you or a loved one a Navy, Merchant Marine or Coast Guard veteran who suffers or has died from asbestos-related 

Mesothelioma or Lung Cancer? 

Know your rights, and know what you're entitled to from the asbestos companies. 

Few firms have the track record of Weitz & Luxenberg in securing 
over $3 Billion in verdicts and settlements for asbestos victims and their families. 

For a free consultation with the law firm to which other lawyers refer their asbestos cases, 
call the Weitz & Luxenberg client relations department at 1-888-411 -LAWS (5297) today. 



WEITZ LUXENBERG 



ASBESTOS • DRUGS/MEDICAL DEVICES • EN 



700 Broadway • New York, NY 10003 

BRANCH OFFICES IN NFW JERSEY, CALIFORNIA & COLORADO 

1.888.411.LAWS • www.weitzlux.com 



Prior results do not guarantee a similar outcome. We may associate with local firms in states wherein we do not maintain an office. 



RAPID FIRE 



[SHOOTING SPORTS] 



Legion crowns two national air rifle champions 



Colt Gross of North Augusta, S.C., 
won the Precision championship title 
at the 22nd American Legion Junior 
3-Position Air Rifle National 
Championship in Colorado Springs, 
Colo., on Aug. 11, scoring 2,457.5 out of 
a possible 2,509. 

Cody Sanchez of Los Lunas, N.M., 
captured the Sporter title, shooting 
2,330.2 out of a possible 2,509. 

Each champion received a $2,500 
college scholarship donated by Sons of 
The American Legion. 

The win is Sanchez's third national 
title in two years, and he said the 
victory was his birthday wish for his 
mother, Victoria. 

"\ won this competition for her," 
Sanchez said. "My mom is my coach, 
and the main thing she tells me is, 'You 
got this.'" 

Air rifle shooting requires great 
concentration, as it's a "head game," 



Standard 

Gold 
Coins, LLC 

"Setting the Standard 
in Precious Metals" 

Last chance to get a 

2012 Silver 
American Eagle 
Only $33-85 

2 1/2 Indian-Most 
Popular Antique Coin 

One of Two Only 
Incused Design 
Only $359 00 

I Toll Free 
1 (855) 510-Coin 

(2646) 





P.O. Box 21112 
Beaumont, TX 77720 

Prices Are Subject To Change 




Precision national champ Colt Gross, left, 
and Sporter champ Cody Sanchez 

Sean Crosier photo 

said Gross, who found himself leading 
in points for the first time. Lining up for 
the finals, "I had to repeat in my head 
that it's only me, my rifle, and my 
target," he said. 

"It feels so good (to win) because I 
haven't won a national championship 
before. This event is important to me 
because there's only 14 other Precision 
(competitors), and usually there are 
around 80 or so in other competitions." 

[LEGIONNAIRES INACTION] 



Top finishers. Precision 

1. Colt Gross, 2,457.5, North Augusta, 
S.C., sponsored by Post 71 

2. Alan Agnew, 2,451.9, Puyallup, 
Wash., sponsored by Post 167 

3. Patrick Sunderman, 2,451.8, 
Anoka, Minn., sponsored by Post 102 

4. Joshua Black, 2,435.4, Yorktown, 
Va., sponsored by Post 233 

5. Mitchell Van Patten, 2,433.8, 
Meridian, Idaho, sponsored by Post 113 

Top finishers, Sporter 

1. Cody Sanchez, 2,330.2, Los Lunas, 
N.M., sponsored by Post 85 

2. Rachael Schoenrock, 2,319.7, 
Beatrice, Neb., sponsored by Post 27 

3. Hunter Cushman, 2,310.2, King 
George, Va., sponsored by Post 89 

4. Todd Mazur, 2,303.9, Killeen, 
Texas, sponsored by Post 22 

5. Iran Rodriguez, 2,277.2, Zion, III., 
sponsored by Post 865 



Lodge an open-sky oasis for vets 



Wilwin Lodge, a retreat center run 
by the Legion's Department of 
Michigan, gives returning veterans 
an opportunity for recuperation and 
relaxation deep in the woods of 
Michigan's Upper Peninsula. 

Built in 1914, the center's historic 
lodge and the sprawling woods 
surrounding it were donated to the 
Michigan American Legion two years 
ago by Bob Considine, a Legionnaire 
and Korean War veteran. Caretakers 
from the department maintain the 
lodge, and are actively seeking 
funding to ensure that the property 
fulfills Considine's vision of becoming 
an open-sky oasis for veterans 
dealing with post-traumatic stress or 
who simply need a break from the 
demands of life. 

"The silence out here is deafening," 
says Lou Oberle, a Legionnaire and 
member of Wilwin Lodge's board of 
directors. 

Currently, Wilwin depends on 
funding from the Department of 
Michigan, but its administrators are 



f ■ 



Eldon Lindsay photo 

soliciting donations from veterans 
supporters and other organizations 
so that the lodge can become 
self-sustaining within three years. 
Long-term plans include the 
construction of more guest houses 
and cabins. 

"The folks here have done a really 
good job in two years, from the time 
they've acquired the property to 
now, in making improvements," says 
Past National Commander Fang 
Wong, who visited Wilwin Lodge 
during his time in office. "I'm very 
impressed." 

^ www.wilwin.org 



HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS 

Quality Tools at Ridiculously Low Prices 



LIFETIME WARRANTY 

ON ALL HAND TOOLS! 



FACTORY DIRECT 
TO YOU! 

How does Harbor Freight Tools sell 
high quality tools at such ridiculously 
low prices? We buy direct from the 
factories who also supply the major 
brands and sell direct to you. It's just 
that simple! See for yourself at one of 
our 400 Stores Nationwide and use this 
20% Off Coupon on one of our 7,000 
products*, plus pick up a Free 6 Piece 
Screwdriver Set, a $4.99 value. We 
stock Shop Equipment, Hand Tools, 
Tarps, Compressors, Air & Power Tools, 
Woodworking Tools, Welders, Tool 
Boxes, Generators, and much more. 

• Over 20 IVIillion Satisfied Customers! 

• 1 Year Competitor's Low Price Guarantee 

• No Hassle Return Policy! 

• 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed! 

Nobody Beats Our Quality, 
Service and Price! 




4 PIECE 1"x 15 FT. 
RATCHETING TIE DOWN SET 

^ LOT NO. 90984/60405 



REG. PRICE $16.99 

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS -LIMIT 8 " "'•>'>• " 

Good at our stores or website or by phone. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases 
after 30 days from originai purchase with original receipt. Offer good whiie suppiies iast. Non-transferabie. 
Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/15/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 

32 PIECE SAE/MEfmC 
PITTSBURGH FULLY POLISHED 
SAVE COMBINATION WRENCH SET 
32% 




LOT NO. 
68854 



liiiiiiiiiiii 



REG. ^ 
PRICE ' 
$24.99 

lllilllllllllllll 

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 4 

Good at our stores or website or by phone. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases 
after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. 
Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/15/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 

" " " Tg/2/55"amp, "e/iVvolf 

SAVE BAHERY CHARGER/ 
ENGINE S TARTER 

LOT NO. 66783 





HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 1 Cannot be used with other discount, coupon 

or prior purchase. Offer good while supplies last. Shipping & Handling charges ' 

may apply if not picked up in-store. Non-transferable. Original coupon must | 

be presented. Valid through 1/15/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day. | 

llllllllllllllllllillllllllillllllllllllllllllll 



MECHANIC'S 
GLOVES 

LARGE X-LARGE 

LOT NO. 93640 LOT NO. 

93641/60448 

YOUR 
CHOICE! 



HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 1 Save 20% on any one item purchased 
, - our store. *Cannot be used with other discount, coupon, gift cards. Inside 
Track Club membership, extended service plans or on any of the following: 
compressors, generators, tool storage or carts, welders, floor jacks, 
Campbell Hausfeld products, open box items, in-store event or parking lot 
sale items. Not valid on prior purchases after 30 days from original purcnase 
date with original receipt. iMon-transferrable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 1/15/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 




SAVE 
50% 



$399 

REG. PRICE $7.99 

liiimiirrai'ii II III I III 




HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 6 

Good at our stores or website or by phone. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases 
after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. 
Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/15/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 



Item 
46807 
shown 




REG. 
' PRICE 
$5.49 

..—...oo.s...n. IB 1 mm r'liii 

Good at our stores or website or by phone. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases 
after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. 
Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/15/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day 



3 PIECE DECORATIVE 
SOLAR LIGHT SET 

LOT NO. 95588/69462 




Includes three AA 
NiCd rechargeable 
batteries (one for 
each fixture). 



Item 
95588 
shown 
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REG. PRICE $29.99 

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 5 

Good at our stores or website or by phone. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases 




CENTRALPNEUMAIIC 
17 PIECE AIR TOOL 
ACCESSORY KIT 

LOT NO. 68236 



$499 



REG. 
PRICE 
$9.99 

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiirii"ir""irr"iii''iiii 

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIWIIT 6 II! n II I I II II II I Ill 

Good at our stores or website or by phone. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases 
after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. 
Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/15/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day 



SAVE 

28% 




Feunker Hill Security® 

^36 LED SOLAR 
SECURITY LIGHT 

Item LOT NO. 98085/ 
98085 69644/69890/ 
shown 50498 

$1799 

REG. PRICE $24.99 

iniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 



7 FT. 4" X 9 FT. 6" 
ALL PURPOSE WEATHER 
RESISTANT TARP 



Includes 1 .2 volt, 600mAh/6 volt 
NiCd rechargeable battery pack. 

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 5 

Good at our stores or website or by phone. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases 
after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. 
Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/15/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day 




$2799 



REG. 
PRICE 
$59.99 

„..o„™..„.™.s-.M., ^ iiiiijii,:!! i 

Good at our stores or website or by phone. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases 
after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. 
Original coupon must be pre sented. Valid through 1/15/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day 

'^2.5Hf, 21 GALLON, 
pnifR.1 PSI VERTICAL 
PNFIIMATin AIR COMPRESSOR 

LOT NO. 67847/69091 




60" WORKBENCH WITH 
FOUR DRAWERS 



^Windsor 

■ DESIGN 

LOT NO. 
93454/69054 



$13999 



shown 



REG. 
PRICE 
$229.99 



LOT NO. 877/69137/ 
69249/69129 

Item 877 
shown 

REG. 
PRICE 
$6 99 

..—......s.u.n, IB IlllliiiJIj mill 

Good at our stores or website or by phone. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases 
after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. 
Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/15/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day 

12'"s1id1ng" COMPOUND 
MITER SAW WITH 

Lasergude LASER GUIDE 

requires two CHICAGOS ELECTRIC" 
AAA batteries power tools 

(included). _ LOT NO. 

SflUE 98194/69684 
SAW BLADE 
INCLUDED 



^ $14999 

mil Hi ll mil l iiiiii iiii 



REG. 
PRICE 
$219.99 



Item 67847 
shown 

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 3 

Good at our stores or website or by phone. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases 
after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. 
Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/15/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day 
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Good at our stores or website or by phone. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases 
after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. 
Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/15/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day 






HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 5 



$11999 



US^GENERAL 
580 LB. CAPACITY 
FOUR DRAWER 
TOOL CART 

CAvr '-"^ ^^^^ 

m $9999 

lilllllillllllillllllldlllllllllllllli 



REG. 
PRICE 
$229.99 



HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 4 

Good at our stores or website or by phone. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases 
after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. 
Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/15/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day 




REG. 
PRICE 
$199.99 

I Good at our stores or website or by phone. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases 
I after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. 
Original coupon must be prese nted. Valid through 1/15/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day 

WEIGHS 
74 LBS. 

PITTSBURGH'S 

PUMP® 3 TON 
HEAVY DUTY STEEL 
FLOOR JACK 

^ _ _ ^"^^ML^apPf LOT NO. 

<(CnQQ REG. ^^Ir^ 68048/ 

9|iu:i:i PRICE 69227 
Uw $139.99 iiii<iiri<ijiriiirriiiini 





68048 
shown 



I REG. 
PRICE 
$139.99 

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 5 

Good at our stores or website or by phone. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases 
after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. 
Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/15/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day 



400 Stores Nationwide 



RAPID FIRE 



During Operation Desert Strike, two B-52Hs flew what 
was then the longest distance for a combat mission in 
history when they took off from Louisiana and launched 
cruise missiles in Iraq before returning to 
base -34 hours, 16,000 
miles round trip. 




[ACTIVE DUTY] 

At 60, B'52 bomber 'not getting older, just getting better' 

BY ROGER MEYER 

The B-52 Stratofortress bomber is the world's longest- 
serving military aircraft. In fact, one of the Air Force's 
recruiting slogans jokingly says, "Fly the plane your 
grandfather flew." 

While more recently designed aircraft, including the 
B-58 Hustler and the FB-111, were retired years ago, the B-52 
is expected to remain in service until at least 2045. That's 
93 years after its first flight, and an 
unprecedented length of 
service for a military aircraft. 
Executives at Boeing, the 
plane's designer and 
manufacturer, have said that the 
crews that will fly the B-52 into the 
boneyard haven't been born yet. 

At least one current B-52 aviator's father and 
grandfather also flew the bomber. It's possible that 
four or even five generations of aviators will fly this 
military aircraft. 

The B-52's official name, Stratofortress, is rarely used 
anymore; it is commonly called BUFF. The polite version of 
that acronym is "Big Ugly Fat Fellow." 

With aerial refueling, the B-52 can carry 70,000 pounds of 
weapons over distances limited only by crew endurance at 
just under Mach 1. Updated with modern technology, the 
bomber is capable of carrying a full complement of 
weapons - including Harpoon anti-ship and cruise missiles 
- and continues to be an important element of U.S. 
defense in the 21st century. The B-52 offers strategic 
bombing, close-air support, air interdiction, and offensive 
counter-air and maritime operations. 

Boeing flew a B-52 prototype in April 1952. The assembly 
line closed 10 years later, but during that period Boeing 
produced 744 B-52s in eight models, A through H. 

The B-52 has seen action in Vietnam, the Persian Gulf, 
the Balkans and Afghanistan. During the Cold War, BUFFs 
were airborne around the clock within striking distance of 
the Soviet Union. Each aircraft carried two 9,000-pound 
nuclear bombs. 

The B-52 dropped its first bomb in combat in South 
Vietnam. The target was an enemy stronghold known as 
the Iron Triangle. Bombing by three-ship formations 
saturated an area a mile and a half long and a half-mile 
wide with more than 80 tons of high-explosive bombs. 
The effect on the ground was dramatic, and enemy 
prisoners repeatedly said that these were the attacks they 
feared the most. The planes flew a total of 126,615 sorties in 
Southeast Asia. 

During Operation Desert Storm, BUFFs delivered 40 
percent of all weapons dropped by coalition forces. They 
flew over Iraq again during Operation Desert Strike in 1996. 
The attacks demoralized the defending Iraqi troops, many 
of whom surrendered after the strikes. 



They struck power stations and 
communications facilities in 
Baghdad. From the Gulf War to 1999's Operation Desert 
Fox, "the B-52s turned out the lights in Baghdad," Popular 
Mechanics later declared. 

In Afghanistan, B-52s are flying close-air support 
missions, a role normally assigned to fighters. They launch 
precision ordnance against specific ground targets 
requested by troop commanders, a task very different from 
traditional bombing. 

Over Afghanistan, carrying a dozen 2,000-pound 
GPS-guided bombs, a BUFF will circle a combat area, 
waiting for special forces or Air Force controllers on the 
ground to send them the target coordinates. Over 90 
percent of the time, the bombs land within 50 feet of the 
location specified by the ground troops, and most within 
10 minutes of the request. 

One Air Force general told an aviation historian that the 
B-52 is "not getting older, just getting better." 

On Sept. 26, 1958, a B-52D set a world speed record of 
597.675 miles per hour over a 3,105-mile closed circuit 
without a payload. In January 1962, a BUFF set a world 
distance record by flying from Kadena Air Base, Japan, to 
Torrejon Air Base, Spain - 12,532.28 miles without refueling. 

B-52s also assist the Navy in anti-ship and mine-laying 
operations. In two hours, two BUFFs can monitor 140,000 
square miles of ocean surface. 

Of the original 744 B-52 aircraft built, 94 are still 
operational (85 in the Air Force and nine in the Air Force 
Reserve). In August 1993, 350 B-52s were destroyed to 
comply with the SALT II agreements with the Soviet Union. 

Every time period has its weapon of choice. The 
longbow was the great weapon of its day. The B-52 is the 
longbow of the air age. 

Roger Meyer is a freelance writer living in Michigan. 
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HOMOP. OVIL ixlATIOH'S 
SPIRIT Of f P-EEDOM 

with the U.S. EAGLE QUARTER RING 








Individually crafted featuring 
A GENUINE 90% Silver U.S. coin 

AND 24K GOLD PLATING 



Side shanks showcase 
hand-enameled imagery 
of the American flag 



Wear Your American Pride! 

A quintessential testament to America's eternal strength, 
the Standing Liberty Quarter is among our nation's most 
treasured coins. The reverse features a majestic American 
eagle in flight, representing freedom, dignity and unity — 
making it the perfect choice for the centerpiece of the U.S. 
Eagle Quarter Ring. This distinctive ring boasts a genuine 
90% silver Standing Liberty Quarter centerpiece, gleaming 
with 24 gold-plated highlights. The setting is hand-crafted 
with rich 24K gold plating and depicts the American flag with 
red, white and blue enameling on the side shanks. Engraved 
inside are the stirring words: "Land of the Free, Home of the 
Brave." 

A Superb Value ... A Historic Opportunity. 

The U.S. Eagle Quarter Ring arrives in a handsome 
presentation case, and makes a great gift. Act now, and 
it can be yours for just $149*, payable in four convenient 
installments of $37.25 each. To reserve your ring, backed by 
our unconditional, 120-day guarantee, send no money now. 
Just return the Priority Reservation Certificate. But hurry — 
this is a limited time offer! 




Comes in a handsome 
resentation case 



LIMITED TIME OFFER 




Actual Size 

Your Complete Satisfaction 
Guaranteed 

To assure a proper fit, a ring sizer 

will be sent to you after your 
, reservation has been accepted, j. 



RESERVATION APPLICATION SEND NO MONEY NOW 



www.bradfordexchange.com/eaglering ©2012 bge 17-00156-001-Bi 



MIIVT ^ 

9345 Milwaukee Avenue • Niles, IL 60714-1393 

YES. Please reserve the U.S. Eagle Quarter Ring ^or me as 

described in this announcement. 

Please Respond Promptly 



Signature 



Mrs. Mr. Ms. 



Name (Please Print Clearly) 



Address 



City 



State 



17-001 56-001 -E94901 

*Plus a total of $9.00 shipping and service. Please allow 4-8 weeks after initial payment 
for shipment. Sales subject to product availability and order acceptance. 
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VETERANS & BUSINESS 



[ECONOMICS] 

End of fiscal year 
can be boon for 
small businesses 

As the 
federal 
government 
approached 
the end of the 
fiscal year, 
savvy veteran 
business 
owners were 
able to 
increase their 
bottom lines in a frenzy of last-minute 
buying from agencies needing to 
spend down their accounts and 
increase their veteran business 
participation numbers in the process. 

After the government's fiscal year 
ends Sept. 30, any money an agency 
fails to spend is usually returned to 
the treasury. The allotment for the 
next year is reviewed to determine 
whether or not the returned funds 
were actually necessary, and whether 
or not they should be removed from 
future budgets. 

Veteran business owners culled 
www.fbo.gov, www.gsa.gov, 
sellingtoarmy.info, www.dla.imil 
and airforcesmallbiz.org to see 
what last-minute purchases were 
being made, and called contracting 
officers they know to ask if they 
needed any help drawing down 
excess funds. 

If you haven't already, register at 
www.sam.gov to provide the 
information the federal government 
needs to know about your business 
before it can legally sell to you. This 
can be cumbersome and expensive, 
so small businesses need to seriously 
consider whether or not they want to 
add government contracting to their 
portfolio of revenue streams. 
Managed correctly, local-government 
and federal procurement can mean 
big business for small companies. 

Louis CelliJr. is CEO of the Northeast 
Veterans Business Resource Center. Send 
questions for "On Point" to lcelli@ 
nevbrc.org. 



[MEDIA] 



Dispatch to go digital-only in 2013 



The American Legion's monthly 
newsletter for leadership, the 
Dispatch, is going to a digital-only 
format starting in January. (Print 
and digital publications will be 
briefly produced simultaneously, 
starting this month.) 

The reason for the change is so 
that the Legion's Magazine 
Division staff can produce and 
publish relevant news in a more 
timely manner thanks to the speed 
of online publishing. 

There will be added features for 
Dispatch readers, and a new Web 
page that will be a valuable 
resource for department and post 
leaders. 

A monthly e-newsletter (similar to 
The American Legion Online Update) 
will notify recipients of updated 
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news and information on the new 
Web page. 

Sign up for the Dispatch 
e-newsletter: 

^ wwwJegion.org/subscribe 



[EDUCATION] 



Continuous enrollment not necessary 
to maintain Post-9/11 Gl Bill eligibility 



MYGI BILL 



Q: My son is an Army veteran who served from 1996 to 
2007. He returned from Iraq with PTSD and TBI, for 
which he continues to receive treatment. He has been 
attending school and is trying to pursue a degree in 
counseling. However, there are times when he is unable 
to attend school due to medical reasons. If he drops a 
semester for medical reasons, will he still be eligible for 
his Post-9/11 Gl Bill benefits? 

A: Your son does not have to be continuously enrolled in 
school to be eligible to receive his veterans benefits. He may be entitled to 36 
months of Post-9/11 Gl Bill benefits, and has 15 years from the date he was 
discharged to use them. 

Valerie Heffner, a Marine Corps veteran and member of American Legion Post 27 in 
Arizona, is a past vice president of the National Association of Veterans' Program 
Administrators, askvalerie@legion.org 



n 

VETERANS & EDUCATION 

BY VALERIE HEFFNER 



[MEMBERSHIP] 



NEW POSTS 



Cesar E. Chavez Post 505, San Francisco Chartered Aug. 9 (15 members) 



Aaron Vaughn Post 399, Palm City, Fla. Chartered Aug. 1 (15 members) 



Post 398, Indiantown, Fla. Chartered Aug. 1 (15 members) 
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President Barack Obama welcomes Connor Bos of Michigan and other Boys 

Nation senators to the White l-louse on July 27. Official White House photo by Pete Souza 
[AMERICANISM] 



Boys Nation senators meet Obama 

The 66th session of Boys Nation, which convened at Marymount 
University in Arlington, Va., July 20-27, brought 98 senators from the Legion's 
49 Boys State programs together for a week of hands-on learning about the 
structure and function of the federal government. 

Among the program's many traditions is a visit to the White House and, 
when possible, an opportunity to meet the U.S. president. On July 27, 
President Barack Obama greeted the 2012 Boys Nation class in the East Room 
of the White House. Obama shook hands with, talked to, and even hugged 
the senators, who later joined their Girls State counterparts outside to watch 
Obama take off in Marine One. 

During the visit, newly elected Boys Nation President Jonathan Hess of 
Tuscaloosa, Ala., presented Obama with a polo shirt. Hess won by four votes 
during a July 24 election. A student at Holy Spirit Catholic High School in 
Tuscaloosa, he plans to attend the University of Alabama and become a 
physician. 

"It's just incredible," Hess said after the vote tally. "My goal as the leader of 
this program is to provide a framework so we can have an honest debate on 
both sides of every issue." 

Joseph Aumuller of Libertyville, III., was elected vice president. A student 
at Libertyville High School, Aumuller said he's considering a career in 
international relations. 

"For the past couple of days, I've been running for as many office positions 
as I can, trying to find where I fit in," Aumuller said. "I think I finally found it." 

In addition to the White House, the senators visited Arlington National 
Cemetery - where two senators placed a wreath at the Tomb of the 
Unknowns - and the Capitol, where they met with their respective senators. 

During their week at Marymount, the Boys Nation senators heard from a 
number of speakers. The American Legion's Washington staff spoke about 
the organization's work on behalf of veterans and their families, and four 
Boys Nation alumni shared their own experiences and explained how the 
program provided a strong foundation for their careers (two work in 
government, one works in the corporate world and one is a law student). 

"When you are visiting high-ranking politicians, pay attention to what 
they are saying, but go back and do what is right," then-American Legion 
National Commander Fang Wong told participants. "The decisions you are 
making are for your country, not for yourself." 

Watch a White House video covering the Boys Nation senators' visit 
with President Obama: 

@ www.legion.org/boysnation 




Get Your FREE 

First Battle 
of Bull Run 

150th Anniversary 
Civil War Coin 

Now you can preserve important 
history of the Civil War's first 
major land battle with a FREE 
colorized U.S. Half-Dollar. 

The First Battle of Bull Run 
stunned the nation and changed the 
course of history, hnagine owning this 
150th anniversary commemorative 
coin - for just $2.95 shipping and 
guaranteed delivery. 

Send today and you'll also 
receive special collector's 
information and other interesting 
coins on approval. 

I Battle of Bull Run Colorized Coin I 
1 ffl^Yes! Send me the First Battle of Bull ' 
" Run half-dollar. Enclosed is $2.95. Your " 
I satisfaction is guaranteed. Limit one coin. ■ 
I Quick order at MysticAd.com ■ 

[ Name ' 

[ Address [ 

I City/State/ Zip | 

I NY State residents add sales tax. i 

' □ Check or money order ' 
I □ Visa □ MasterCard Exp. Date I I 



Send to: Mystic, Dept. UM162 

9700 Mill St., Camden, NY 13316-9111 




LEGION BASEBALL 



NEW ORLEANS WINS LEGION WORLD SERIES 



New Orleans Post 125's team won the 86th American 
Legion Baseball World Series in Shelby, N.C., on Aug. 22, 
capturing the championship for the 
first time since 1960. 

Brooklawn, N.J., defeated 
Bellevue, Wash., 4-3 during Game 14 
at Keeter Stadium on Aug. 21, and 
immediately headed into the title 
game against New Orleans. The 
final game was delayed by rain, but 
once the first pitch was thrown at 11 
p.m.. New Orleans rolled, keeping 
Brooklawn scoreless for a 4-0 
victory. 

Emerson Gibbs pitched a 
complete-game shutout to capture 
the win on the mound, and was 
named the 2012 George W. Rulon 
Player of the Year. Matthieu Robert 
added a three-run RBI and Armand 
Daigle had an RBI. The Mid-South regional champs ended 
their season 41-7. 

"We did enough offensively," New Orleans manager Joey 
Latino said. "We weren't explosive, but Matthieu got the big 
hit in the seventh with a two-run double, and Emerson just 
closed it out. It was great pitching, great defense, and we are 
just ecstatic." 

New Orleans players celebrated with a team dogpile after 
the win. "You see the boys and their reaction, and it's 
well-deserved," Latino said. "They put in a lot of hard work 
all summer. They dedicated themselves to making this (the 
Legion World Series) their goal, and it came true tonight. It's 
really a great feeling." 

Former Jesuit High School student Luke Voiron, New 
Orleans' catcher, hadn't been sure about returning to his 
Legion Baseball team after completing a year of college. But 
all doubts vanished after the big win. 



Brooklawn, N.J., handed Lakeside Recovery of 
Bellevue, Wash., its only two losses. Eldon Lindsay photos 



"When I was asked to come back and play this summer, 
I was kind of iffy about it," Voiron said. "I'm not iffy about it 
anymore. It was the best decision of 
my life. They (Jesuit High School in 
New Orleans, where the team is 
based) really hold baseball to 
tradition, so just to come back and 
win this for the school is amazing." 

Left-fielder Armand Daigle said 
the team's celebration is definitely 
on his "back-to-school" list. 

"I'm actually missing the first day 
of school right now, but I will be 
there Friday to celebrate with all of 
my friends who are there," said 
Daigle, a freshman at Louisiana 
State University. "It's just an 
amazing feeling right now. We won 
our state championship my junior 
year, and this way exceeds that." 
During the World Series' closing ceremonies, players from 
the New Orleans and Brooklawn, N.J., teams received some 
of the annual American Legion Baseball awards. In addition 
to the Player of the Year Award, Gibbs took home the Bob 
Feller Pitching Award, and the New Orleans coaches 
received the Jack Williams Memorial Leadership Award. 
Brooklawn's Brett Tenuto was the recipient of the James F. 
Daniel Jr. Memorial Sportsmanship Award. 

Due to the tournament's double-elimination format. New 
Orleans and Brooklawn had met once before, in Game 11. 
After a 13-hour suspension for rain. New Orleans won that 
game 6-5. 

In the end, Shelby broke last year's American Legion 
Baseball World Series paid-attendance record by nearly 
16,000, selling 101,925 tickets to eclipse last year's all-time 
high of 86,000. 

- Cameran Richardson 
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PERSONAL FINANCE 

Consider the protections of renters insurance 



FOCUS ON 
FINANCES 




Once in a while, we see some statistics that really cause us 
to scratch our heads. For example, the Insurance Information 
Institute reports that while the majority of homeowners have 
homeowners insurance, a whopping 69 percent of those who 
rent do not have renters insurance. 
You don't have to be a financial planner to do 
the math, but by our calculation, that's about 
28 million households that may not be 
protecting their stuff or themselves. With a 
typical price tag of around $200 a year (yes, we 
said "year," not "month"), that seems like a large 
oversight of valuable protection at a reasonable 
price. If you're a renter, here's some food for 
thought as you consider renters insurance: 

■ It protects you when your landlord won't. 
Whether it's a fire or some other catastrophic 

event, your landlord's coverage likely covers the owner's 
structure but not your furniture, electronics or other stuff. 
USAA protects you with replacement cost coverage even in 
the event of flooding or earthquakes - that's very cool. With 
replacement cost coverage, at our option - subject to policy 
limits and policy deductible - if you actually replace the 
property, we will pay you the lesser of our cost to restore, 
repair or replace the damaged property, or the amount you 
actually spent to restore, repair or replace the property. 

■ It covers you when you get kicked to the curb. What if a 
fire at your apartment leaves you scrambling to find a place to 
live? Your renters policy is there to cover those lodging costs, 
and even foots the bill for other expenses like dining out. 



WITH JUNE WALBERT 
&J.J.IV10NTANAR0 



■ Who's got your back? If that seemingly staid party at your 
place turns into an "animal house" with injuries, your renters 
policy offers liability protection and may even pay for others' 
medical expenses. 

■ It protects you when you're on the move. Renters 

coverage through USAA can cover items listed on a 
shipping or storage document prior to the move. So 
even if your stuff is lost in transit or storage, you won't 
be. For coverage to apply, property must be under a 
bill of lading or other professional shipping 
document before being shipped. The policy must be 
in force before goods are placed in transit. Breaking, 
marring and scratching are excluded. 
■ It protects your stuff, even in your car. Ever had 
something stolen from your car? If so, you probably 
didn't have much luck being made whole through 
your auto policy. Renters insurance can cover your stuff 
around the world. Every policy has limits and limitations, so 
check with your insurer, and if you have some jewelry or other 
high-value items, you may also want to look at a valuable 
personal property policy. Make sure you're covered the next 
time you get caught up in a bad situation by adding renters 
to your insurance package. To find out more about renters 
insurance, give USAA a call at (877) 699-2654. 

June Lantz WalbertandJJ. Montanaro are certified financial 
planners for USAA, The American Legion's preferred provider of 
financial services. Submit questions for them online. 

^ www.legion.org/focusonfinances 



[CHILDREN &YOUTH] 



Marines motivate New Yoric Boys Staters 



In June, Marines of the 1st Marine 
Corps District traveled to the State 
University of New York at Morrisville to 
teach basic Marine Corps knowledge to 
nearly 1,000 young men at New York 
Boys State. 

The Legion's Boys State program is 
known for instructing high school 
students in the ways of American 
government and instilling in them a 
sense of patriotism. The Marines 
contribute discipline and pride by 
helping the participants learn to work 
as a team, said Capt. Jordan Then, Boys 
State Marine officer in charge. 

Besides leading Boys Staters from 
event to event in formation, the Marines 
took the boys out of their comfort 
zones by giving them challenges to 
overcome together. They were taught 



marching and military bearing, and had 
several opportunities to ask questions 
about life in the Marine Corps. 

"Although the Marines here are not 
drill instructors, they are drilling these 
young men, and they are putting a little 
more stress in their lives than they 
might feel at home with their parents," 
Then said. "Here, (the boys) are 
responsible for their living areas, their 
barracks, and they're responsible for 
taking care of each other and pushing 
each other during (physical training) ... 
I thinkthat really helps build their 
teamwork and cohesion." 

Each Marine was assigned a "county" 
of 100 young men - all 16- and 17-year- 
olds entering their senior year in high 
school - and each county was broken 
down into cities. Boys were responsible 




Photo by Marine Sgt. Timothy Parish 

for participating in group and individual 
activities throughout the week, with 
the goal of improving on their 
deficiencies and encouraging each 
other to be better. 

"I went from giving upon Monday to 
coming here on Friday and doing the 
whole workout," said Shaheem Smith, 
an 18-year-old student from Albany 
High School. "The Marines made me a 
better man." 

- Marine Sgt. Timothy Parish 
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RAPID FIRE 



[YOUTH PROGRAM ALUMNI] 

Legion Shooting Sports champ 
sets record, wins Olympic gold 

Jamie (Beyerle) Gray, the Precision 
champion of the 2002 American 
Legion Junior 3-Position Air Rifle 
National Championship, is now an 
Olympic champion. 

In August, Gray set an Olympic 
record en route to winning the gold 
medal in the women's 50-meter rifle 
3-position shooting competition in 
London. She scored 691.9 total points, 
including a 99.9 in the final round. 

Already leading entering the final 
round. Gray scored 10.5 out of a 
possible 10.9 points on her first shot to 
set the tone for the rest of the match. 
She closed out the round with a 
near-perfect shot of 10.8 to finish 
comfortably ahead of silver medalist 
Ivana Maksimovic of Serbia. 

Gray earned a spot in the 2008 
Olympics in Beijing but failed to bring 
home a medal, finishing fourth in air 
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IMPORTANT: 
THIS NO 

COST PHONE 
CONSULTATION IS 
ALSO AVAILABLE 
TO FAMILIES OF 

PEOPLE WHO 
HAVE DIED FROM 
LUNG CANCER OR 
MESOTHEUOMA. 



OR MESOTHELIOMA 



SMOKERS ATTENTON NON-SMOKERS 



f If you have lung cancer or a loved one who has died of 
lung cancer and worked before 1983 for at least four total 
years in any Commercial or Industrial trades including: 



•Paper Mills •Refineries •Power Plants •Pipefitters • Manufacturing Plants 
•Laborers • Chemical Plants •Boilermakers •Electricians •Shipyards •Insulators 



Your lung cancer may have been caused by exposure to asbestos. 

•CALL: The Law Offices ofG,PatteisonKeahey1.J()().2M^ 

One Independence Plaza, Bimiingham, AL ' , 

1^ ^ www.mesohelp.com 

No representation is made tfiat the quality of legal services to be performed is greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers. 



rifle and fifth in 3-position. She was 
the top American finisher in both 
events. 

Gray won the Legion's 2002 Junior 
3-Position Air Rifle Precision title with 
a then-record score of 2,475. Jonathan 
Hall of Georgia tied Gray's score when 
he captured the 2005 title. 

Gray and her husband. Army Sgt. 
Hank Gray, share a passion for air rifle 
competition. He is a U.S. Army 
Marksmanship Unit shooter. 

[LEGION BASEBALL] 

Ohio Dirtbags 
give bacl< to vets 

The Strongsville, Ohio, Dirtbags 
American Legion Baseball team 
recently donated $500 of its annual 
fundraising picnic's proceeds to Wags 
4 Warriors, a nonprofit group that 
connects service dogs with returning 
veterans suffering from PTSD or TBI. 

Sponsored by Strongsville Post 795 
and Albert E. Baesel Post 91 in Berea, 
Ohio, the team received new jerseys 
courtesy of Wags 4 Warriors and Post 
91. Instead of the players' last names, 
the jerseys bear the names of local 
fallen heroes and wounded warriors. 

"Our guys can feel good about 
representing someone who fought 
for our country," says Neal Packanik, 
team manager. "We're playing for 
something a little bit bigger." 




FACT: 

Lung cancer can 
occur 20-60 years 
after a person first 
breathes Asbestos 
Dust. 




stop wasting money on 

BLADDER 

CONTROL PRODUCTS. 




Thousands of people are 
Every m @^ getting their freedom back, 

person Now you Can too! 

with bladder 
control issues 
knows the daily cost of 
pads and liners can add up 
quickly. Not to mention the use of 
lotions, creams, powders, and all that 

extra laundry. None of this helps you to get better, it only masks the symptoms 
while ignoring the real problem. Now, BetterWOMAN " and BetterMAN® are 
changing all that. They are effective holistic remedies designed by a PhD to 
control bladder leakage, reduce frequent urination, and end the frustration 
and embarrassment of living with bladder control issues. Thousands of people 
worldwide are getting their freedom back while saving significant money, 
thanks to these products. BetterWOMAN and BetterMAN have no known side 
effects and cost only a small fraction of the annual cost of pads and liners. 
Call one of our consultants right now and stop flushing your 
money down the toilet. 



All Natural Clinically-Tested Herbal Supplement 

• Reduces Urine Leal<age 
^ Reduces Urinary Frequency 
During the Day and at Night 
Sleep Better Through the Night 




Call Now & Ask How To Get A 

FREE BONUS BOTTLE 

CALL TOLL-FREE 1-888-277-4412 

or order at BetterWOMANnow.com or BetterMANnow.com 



These statements have not been evaluated by the FDA. This product is not intended to diagnose, treat, cure or prevent any disease. Use as directed. 
Individual results may vary. BetterMAN and BetterWOMAN are the trademarks of Interceuticals, Inc. ©201 1 Interceuticals, Inc. 



How to submit a reunion 

I The American Legion Magazine publishes 
reunion noticesfor veterans. Send notices 
to The American Legion Magazine, Attn: 
Reunions, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 
46206, fax (317) 630-1280, e-mail reunions@ 
legion.org or submit information via our 
website, www.legion.org/reunions. 

Include the branch of service and complete 
name of the group, no abbreviations, with your 
request. The listing also should include the 
reunion dates and city, along with a contact 
name, telephone number and e-mail address. 
Listings are publicized free of charge. 

Your notice will appear on our Web site within 
a weekand will remain available online until 
the final day of your reunion. Upon submission, 
please allow three months for your reunion to 
be published in print. Due to the large number 
of reunions. The American Legion Magazine 
will publish a group's listing only once a year. 



Notices should be sent at least six months prior 
to the reunion to ensure timely publication. 

Other notices 

"In Search Of" is a means of getting in touch 
with people from your unit to plan a reunion. 
We do not publish listings that seek people 
for interviews, research purposes, military 
photos or help in filing a VA claim. Listings 
must include the name of the unit from which 
you seek people, the time period and the 
location, as well as a contact name, telephone 
number and e-mail address. Send notices to 
The American Legion Magazine, Attn: "In 
Search Of," P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 
46206, fax (317) 630-1280 or e-mail reunions@ 
legion.org. 

The magazine will not publish names of 
individuals, only the name of the unit. Listings 
are published free of charge. 

Life Membership notices are published for 
Legionnaires who have been awarded life 



memberships by their posts. This does not 
include a member's own Paid-Up-For-Life 
membership. Notices must be submitted 
on official forms, which may be obtained by 
sending a self-addressed stamped envelope 
to The American Legion Magazine, Attn: Life 
Memberships, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, 
IN 46206. 

"Comrades in Distress" listings must be 
approved by the Legion's Veterans Affairs & 
Rehabilitation division. If you are seeking to verify 
an injury received during service, contact your 
Legion department service officer for informa- 
tion on how to publish a notice. 

To respond to a "Comrades in Distress" listing, 
send a letter to The American Legion Magazine, 
Attn: Comrades in Distress, P.O. Box 1055, 
Indianapolis, IN 46206. Include the listing's CID 
number in your response. 

"Taps" notices are published only for Legion- 
naires who served as department commanders 
or national officers. 



AIR FORCE / ARMY AIR FORCES 

22nd Bomb Grp, Austin, TX, 1 0/24-27, Michael 
Edmonds, (361) 739-1574, mnedmonds@ 
earthlink.net; Veterans & Friends of Spain 
(VFOS), Sevilla, Spain, 7/1-7, Eddie Macklin, 
(917) 963-2136, emacklin@comcast.net 

ARMY 

1st Bn 8th Cav 1st Air Cav Div (Vietnam), 

Phoenix, 11/7-11, James Knafel, (260) 244-3864, 
jjknafel@myvine.com; 42nd Inf Pit Scout Dog, 
101st Abn Div (Vietnam, 1966-1971), Branson, 
MO, 10/12-14, Jackie Mclntyre, (612) 522-9377, 
42ndmom@comcast.net; 796th MP Bn Assn 
(HQ, 61st, 64th & 65th MP Cos), Cincinnati, 
OH, 10/7-12, William H. Meek Jr., (301) 868-5604, 
bandgmeck2@verizon.net; Avel Central, Las 
Vegas, 10/11-14, Jack McCabe, (847) 778-7321, 
jmccabe51@gmail.com; Avel South, Las 
Vegas, 1 0/1 1 -14, Jack McCabe, (847) 778-3473, 
jmccabe51@gmail.com 

COASTGUARD 

Alaska/Bering Sea Patrol & All CG Ships, 

Reno, NV, 5/19-23, Doak Walker, (907) 789-2579, 
cgcutters@gci.net 

MARINES 

F 2/1 (Vietnam, Aug 1966-July 1967), 

Nashville, TN, 4/21 -23, Dieter Maass, (920) 
846-2988, dietermaass@centurytel.net; Pit 2118, 
Bakersfield, CA, 11/10, Dave Betti, (805) 648-3283, 
davisbetti@aol.com 

NAVY 

Bausell DO 845, San Diego, 6/16-20, Eugene 
D'Arezzo, (928) 854-2205, genied@frontiernet.net; 
Inchon LPH/MCS 12, San Antonio, 4/7-11, David 
Fix, (717) 203-4152, ussinchon@gmail.com; NAS 
Chase Field, Beeville, TX, 4/1 1 -1 3, Mark Webb, 
(562) 338-5088, mwebb@naschasefield.com; 
Reeves DLG/CG 24, Charleston, SC, 10/4-7, Mike 
Robertson, (509) 315-8107, mdrobertson22308@ 
gmail.com; Sampson DDG 10, Charleston, SC, 
4/25-28, Dave Brandt, (803) 478-2617, drbrandt@ 
ftc-i.net; Seminole AKA 104, Atlanta, 4/25-28, 
Mike Priven, (706) 781-9350, seminole@ 
owltown.net; Tattnall DDG 19, Jacksonville, 
FL, 4/14-18, Dick Harmon, (386) 235-8723, 
dharmonlpga1@aol.com; Tolovana AO 64, Myrtle 
Beach, SC, 10/16-19, Cecil Hensley, (843) 685-9112, 
chensley19@sc.rr.com 

LIFE MEMBERSHIPS 

Post 854, IL: William L. Murray, Phil Novak 
Post 47, MN: John E. Thomas 

IN SEARCH OF 

1st Serv Sqdn (Africa & Europe, 1941- 
1945), Andrew Meyerle, (308) 345-3142, 
ameyerle@yahoo.com 



1st, 96th Machine Records Unit (MRU), HQ 
AFFE AGC (Camp Zima, Japan, 1954-1955), 

Richard Cox, (641) 228-3230, rwcox@mchsi.com 
3rd Armd Div Baseball Team (Germany, 1961), 

Bill Spann, wjs630@yahoo.com 
3rd Army Touch Football Championship 

(1964), Gary Bauknecht, (352) 750-5222 
11th Eng Bn (Vietnam, 1966-1970), 

Charles Luhan Jr., (773) 585-9629, 

cl11engrbn@sbcglobal.net 
16th AOD (Fort Bragg, NC & Echterdingen 

Army Airfield, Germany, 1959-1 961), Tom 

Senuta, (860) 889-0654, twstrucks@yahoo.com 
21st Finance & Disbursing Unit, 8th Army HQ 

(Seoul, South Korea, 1965-1966), Richard 

Nunley, (618) 797-2734, dnunley3@charter.net 
25th Inf 3/22 Delta Co (Tay Ninh, Vietnam, 

1968- 1969), Steve "Shorty" DeLair, 

(919) 552-1556, mookeysmom@centurylink.net 
32nd Inf Rgt 7th Div Co Demo & Security 

(Punchbowl, Korea, 1951-1952), Paul Vallee, 

(305) 587-0928 
32nd Med Depot (1943-1945), Henry Wyman, 

(207) 942-1684 
32nd Sig Bn A Co V Corp (Cambria Fritch 

Kaserne, Darmstadt, Germany, 1961), Tom 

Senuta, (860) 889-0654, twstrucks@yahoo.com 
35th QM Pack Co "Mule Pack" (Fort Carson, 

CO, 1955-1956), R. Goldtrap, (916) 715-3229, 

1028.rg@gmail.com 
39th Sig Bn (Tan Son Nhut & Vung Tau, 

Vietnam, 1965-1966), Allen Montgomery, 

(706) 436-2584, ann1980415@gmail.com 
82nd Abn 3rd Bde (Vietnam, Feb 1968- 

Dec 1969), Jerry Schaefer, (714) 847-7298, 

gbcnewsletter@hotmail.com 
85th Btry D AAA (Naha), 85th AAA Baseball 

Team, 97th Grp AAA Baseball Teams 

(Okinawa, 1952-1953), "Brud" Coombs, 

(845) 264-5067, bseecoach@comcast.net 
93rd BG & BW (Barksdale, Hardwick & Castle, 

1942-1975), Jim Guddal, (763) 694-9058, 

jguddal@yahoo.com 
95th QM Bn (William O. Darby Kaserne, Furth, 

Germany, 1964-1966), William Ferrell III, 

wferr3@comcast.net 
122nd Sig Bn A Co 2nd Inf Div (Fort Benning, 

GA, 1961), Tom Senuta, (860) 889-0654, 

twstrucks@yahoo.com 
212th MP Sentry Dog (Long Thauh, Vietnam, 

1969- 1970), Loy Larson, (503) 652-1692 
590th Trans Co (Flak Kaserne, Ludwigsburg, 

Germany, 1959-1969), John Stamps, 

(405) 760-8069, mrpest5@yahoo.com 
591st Eng Co (Vietnam, 1966-1971), Ken Kiel, 

(414) 529-7731, kcconst@wi.rr.com 
595th Eng Co (Vietnam, 1966-1970), Ken Kiel, 

(414) 529-7731, kcconst@wi.rr.com 
602nd AAA Gn Bn (WWII), Karl Monson, 

(315)655-4371 
632nd Sec Police Sqdn (Binh Thuy AB, 

Vietnam, 1967-1968), Tim Shepperson, (302) 

747-7097, tim.shepperson@yahoo.com 



877th Abn Eng (Avn) Bn B Co (Europe, WWII), 

George Moran, (413) 442-4035 
3510th Supply Sqdn ATC (Randolph AFB, 

TX, 1966-1970), Gary Corbin, (864) 948-3939, 

gcorbinpacolet@yahoo.com 
6348th Munitions Maint Sqdn (Yamada Ammo 

Depot, Japan), Jim Agent, (479) 414-4233, 

jimagent@yahoo.com 
Army CID Special Agents (1942-2012), Doc 

Sautter, (770) 596-6706, leo.cidaa@yahoo.com 
B-1 7 '"Situation Normal," 8th Army Air Corps, 

95th Bomb Grp (1941-1944), Jim Werner, 

(540) 362-2763 
8/ffersi//eef WLB 389 (1944-1997), Jim 

Kirkpatrick, (623) 544-2699, pfdcurly@cox.net 
Bryce Canyon AD 36 Boiler Div (1953-1956), 

Jesse House, (707) 584-7705 
Co 132 (Camp Bainbridge, MD, June 1951), 

L.R. Chase, (518) 848-8703, rolmadchase@ 

verizon.net 

Det 3 50th TFW (Hopstein-Rhein, Germany, 

1967-1972), Bob Renner, afbobr@aol.com 
Gentian WLB 290, Jim Oss, jamesoss@gmail.com 
GRUTWO/MIU 210, Elkridge, MD, 10/27, Bill Ganz, 

(410) 418-5597, yncganz@yahoo.com 
HQ & HQ Det 54th Med Grp (Fort Benning, GA, 

1954-1955), Edward Rozell, (717) 463-2108, 

mtman124@yahoo.com 
HQ Co, U.S. Military Academy, Officers' Mess 

(West Point, NY, April-Oct 1969), Bill Flannery, 

(586) 242-6872, katwillflann@wowway.com 
Lloyd Thomas DDE 764 Admin, Supply 

Depts (1955-1957), Clair "Slug" Adams, 

(814) 886-2288, slugerol@comcast.net 
Navy Nurse Corps Reserve (1964-1967), 

Faith Connor Murray, (920) 421-1754, 

aglowfaithful@hotmail.com 
NMCB 62 & Edzell, Scotland, Seabees, Norm 

Hahn, normhahnjr@yahoo.com 
Patton's Third Army (1943-1945), Charles Bee, 

(336) 798-4304, cbee1952@yahoo.com 
Philip DDE 498 (Dec 1953-May 1954) & 

Operation Castle, Bikini, John Bianco, 

(575) 640-0924 
Pilot Tng Class 71 -01 (Reese AFB, TX), Jim 

Maloney, (402) 212-0093, jim@maloney.com 
Spartanburg County Golf Co 2nd Bn 8th Mar 

WpnsPlt(Oct1974-March 1975), John 

Francoeur, (828) 627-9440, francoeur828852@ 

bellsouth.net 
Truckee AO 147 (Norfolk, VA, 1955-1980), 

Mike Landers, (770) 356-1727, mlanders52@ 

yahoo.com 
Vireo MSC 205 (1962-1965), George Jones, 

(785) 472-4576, ajones@eaglecom.net 
VMF-222 (Green Island, Guiuan, 

Samar, Philippines & Okinawa, 1944- 

1945), Don Newell, (727) 282-8889, 

donnewell222@gmail.com 

TAPS 

Timothy P. O'Neill, Dept. of Texas. Nat l 

Americanism Cncl. Vice Chmn. 1996-1997. 
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LEGION SHOPPER 



HEARING AIDS ■ wide shoes 

UP TO 60% SAVINGS 




30-DAY 
TRIAL 

TRY 
BEFORE 
YOU BUY 

GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES! 

•ALL MAKES & MODELS -TERMS ARRANGED 
•30 YRS. EXPERIENCE -ALL MAKE REPAIRS 
•CUSTOM INSTRUMENT SPECIALISTS • 
FOR FREE INFORMATION CALL: 

1-800-323-4212 

We're the oldest, biggest and best 

LLOYDS, DEPT. AL P.O. BOX 7355, ROCKFORD, IL 61 126 
Visit our Website at www.iioydliearingaid.com 
NOT AVAILABLE INWA. 



FLAGS • POLES • FLAGS • POLES • FLAGS • POLES • 



FLAG & BANNER SUPPLY 

Full discounts to organizations 
•Top Quality Full Line of Flags & Banners 

I Call for quotes on ^1-800-526-FLAG (3524) 
I flagpole discounts LOCAL 740-335-7730 Also eves [ 



www.FlagAndBannerSupply.com 



STRONGER ' 
THAN 



Pharmaceutical Grade Without Prescription! 
(12 pills) - 100mg $49.95 
(24 pills) - 100mg $89.95 
(36 pills) - 100mg $129.95 
* Free Shipping * Discreet Packaging 
* Money Back Guarantee 
Credit Cards & Check By Phone. 

1-866-611-6891 



TOLL FREE 
Order Line 



Or Send Check or M.O. To: 
P.E. Labs, 6409 S. Western Ave. 
Oklahoma City, OK 73139-1703 

Viagra® is a registered trademark of Pfizer Inc 



order online www.pillmedica.com 




FLAG CO., INC. 

1210 1st Ave. North - Fort Dodge, lA 50501 

800-992-3524 



I SINGLE "^^^^^Jl "Ask for our Colorful Catalog Today" 
ALL KINDS - ALL SIZES - PROMPT SHIPMENT 



SIZES 5-20 

200 styles 
FREE catalog I 

HITCHCOCK SHOES, INC. 

Dept. 5T Hlngham, MA 02043 
1-800-992-WIDE www.widcshoes.com 



CASH IN ON BUTTONS 



Expand your profitability 
with Badge-A-Minit buttons 
by creating customized 
buttons. Buttons cost less 
than 19$ to make and can 
be sold for $1 or more. 
For on ly$§eiU $29.95 
receive everything you 
need to get started. 
FREE Catalog 
FREE Shipping 
www.badgeaminit.com 

Badge-A-Minit 

Dept.AL1012, 345 N. Lewis Ave., Oglesby, IL61348 



Call 800*223*4103 




U,S, MILITARY MEDALS & RIBBONS 



fBB FREE COLOR CATALOG! 
■PrOLL FREE TEL: 800-864-5062 | 

Y VETS SUPPLY LINE 
sJt? 10550 CO RD 61, #218 

MAPLE GROVE, MN 55369 I 
WEB SITE; www.MllltaryVetsPX.com I 



CUSTOM BALL CAPS-NAVY SHIP CAPS 



Exclusive 
Savings for 
Legion Families! 




noi^l^an. info@nnovingnavl.conn | 



800.524.5533 



800.871.8864 



info@nnovingallied.conn I 



Rings to Honor 
Your Service 




Call today for a FREE color 
catalog of over 150 eye-catching 
Classic Military Rings, plus a 
Special Report you should read 
before buying any service ring: 
1-573-221-7786 (24 hn recorded 
message). Or write: Classic Rings, 
1209 Broadway, Dept. A-1012 
Hannibal MO 63401 I code A-1012 | 



www.ClassicRings.coi 



LEVITRA Cialis- 

WE SUPPORT (»UR TROOPS 

See website for details 




HABLAMOS ESPANOL 



VlAMEDK 



SAFE • SECURE • DISCREET 



viamedic.com/troops 

800.547.9942 

ORDER ONLINE, BY PHONE OR MOBILE DEVICE! 



DIGITAL HEARING 


SALE 


5 year O OOft 95 Any size 
warranty OOOSI or style 

FREE Telephone Hearing Test 
FREE Consultation with Technician 
FREE TRIAL » FREE S&H 


NEW! 
OPEN FIT 
TECHNOLOGY 

Most Brands 

Repairs $77^ 


Hearing ONE • 1-800-249-4163 

100 Main St., Marty, SD 57361 
NOT AVAILABLE IN WA 



HAT PINS 



Call for FREE estimate & qualify for Legion discounts! ^| H- 




iVIEDALS • 
00 



• FREE COLOR CATALOG 

• 2500+ Military Designs 

• Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines 

• CskU now! Toll-free! 
1-888-223-1159 

• Custom pins & patches available. 
Dealer inquires welcome. 



http://legion.myhomebenefits.com to learn more! ^|ca 



by Hoover's Mfg., Co. 

P.O. Box 547AL, Peru, IL 61354 
Fax: 1-815-223-1499 
Email: dave@hmchonors.com 
Website: www.hmchonors.com 
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PARTING SHOTS 



If practice makes perfect, and nobody's perfect, 
why practice? 

A WOMAN accompanied her husband to 
the doctor for his annual physical. While 
her husband dressed, the doctor went out 
to the waiting room to chat with her. 

"I don't like the way your husband 
looks/' he said softly. 

"Neither do I," she replied. "But he's 
handy to have around the house." 

TWO BARBERSHOPS, located across the street 
from each other, were constantly competing for 
customers. One day, a sign went up in the 
window of one of the shops: "Haircuts now $4." 

An hour later, the other shop put up a larger 
sign: "We repair $4 haircuts." 

A GROUP OF FRIENDS on a cross-country road 
trip took a tour of their favorite brewery. As they 
marveled at the process, one of them slipped and 
fell into a huge vat of beer. While his friends 
waited outside, brewery workers tried to save him. 

A half hour later, a supervisor came out and told 
the guys that their friend had drowned. 

"Do you think he suffered much?" one asked. 

"I don't think so," the supervisor replied. "Before 
he drowned, he climbed out three times to go to 
the bathroom." 

A FARMER in need of help during harvest time 
asked the village idiot if he'd pitch in. 

"What'll you pay?" the man asked. 

"What you're worth," the farmer replied. 

The man thought for a few seconds, then said 
decisively, "I'd be an idiot to work for that!" 




"Generation after generation will wonder why you crossed the road. 
Only we'll know that you did it for the money." 





"Do it. Reply all." 



"My husband and I have an unconventional marriage. We're both happy." 

A MAN KNOWN as the "Human Cannonball" told 
the circus owner that he was too old to be shot 
across arenas and had decided to retire. 

"You can't!" the owner cried. "Where am I going 
to find a man of your caliber?" 

A MAN WALKS into his boss's office and says, 
"Sir, I know the economy isn't great, but I have 
three companies after me, and I'd like to 
respectfully ask for a raise." 

After a few minutes of haggling, the boss agreed 
to a 5 percent raise, and the man got up to leave. 
"By the way," the boss asked, "which three 
companies are after you?" 

"The electric company, the water company and 
the phone company." 

"A NEW STUDY published by the British Medical 
Journal found that inactivity can kill you. I mean, 
these are the kind of findings that just scare the 
hell out of Congress." - Jay Leno 
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Asbestos 
fJCancer Hits 
Former 
Sailors 



Many sailors who served their country proudly aboard 
ships in the World War II, Korean, and Vietnam War eras, 
are now being diagnosed with asbestos-related cancers. 



For Compensation Information: 

FREE PACKET for mesothelioma 
or lung cancer, diagnosis/death, 
please contact: 



The David Law Firm 




"Defeating Today's Goliaths" 



Toll Free 1-800-998-9729 

Email: info@thedavidlawfirm.com 
www.asbestos-attorney.com/n4658 

The David Law Firm, P.C. 
Jonathan David* 
2202 Timberloch Place, #200 
The Woodlands, TX 77380 
(Greater Houston Area) 

Handling cases nationwide with 
local co-counsel in state of filing. 



* Licensed by the Supreme Court of Texas. 
Not Certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization. 



For Medical Information: 

FREE PACKET for mesothelioma 
patients, please contact: 



Mesothelioma Web 

Hope * Support * Help 



Toll Free 1-877-367-6376 

Email: info@mesotlieliomaweb.org 
www.mesotlieliomaweb.org/n4658 



The most comprehensive 
resource for Mesothelioma 
patients and their families. 



lOMFORTERS" I vifl 

6 Reasons Cargo Comforters™ are better: 

POCKETS: 6 of 'em — 4 with MagicCling™! 
FLEECE: Hefty, Warm, Durable, & Soft! 
S-T-R-E-T-C-H: BIG 360° Elastic Waistband! 
ZIP FLY: No more droppin' your drawers! 
I EASY CARE: Machine easy cotton/polyester! 
LOW PRICE: Search anywhere — skimpier 
"Sweats" cost at least Double our Price! 
Order A Couple Of Pairs Now! 



Royal 



mmM^mmmm 



Grey 
Heather 






Charcoal 



argain Place 
p, PA 18434-1 834 



CARGO IR^^* 

Comforters" IU^:;F°" 

2 pairs 31 .98 3 for 45.97 




FLEECE 1Q99 
SHIRTS Itf 



each 



Haband #1 Bargain Place, 



Super plush polyester/cotton 
brushed fleece, features an easy 
on and off full zip front, handsome 
collar, banded bottom, two handy 

chest pockets, and two side 
pockets. Machine wash and dry. 
All SIzeSj Same Low Price! 
Order Today! 



Card # _ 

Name 

Address . 
City 



Jessup, PA 18434-1834 
Exp.: /_ 



_Apt. #. 



_State Zip . 



Phone/Email_ 



. items. I enclose $_ 



□ Check 



toward shipping, in GA add sales tax. 



_ purchase price plus 

FREE Shipping! 



Pant Sizes: 8(30-32) M(34-36) L(38-40) XL(42-44) 
*Big Men ($3 more per pair): 
2XL(46-48) 3XL(50-52) 4XL(54-56) 



Inseams: XS(25-26) 8(27-28) M(29-30) L(31-32) 
[XL(33-34) inseam available in S, M, L, 
XL waists only] 



Imported 



Shirt Sizes: 
8(34-36) IVI(38-40) L(42-44) 
XL(46-48) 2XL(50-52) 3XL(54-56) 
4XL(58-60) 



On-Line Quick Order: 



PANTS 



On-Line Quick Order: SHIRTS 



© 7T7-01P0E 


WHAT 
WAIST? 


WHAT 
INSEAM? 


HOW 
MANY? 


© 


reJiGREY HEATHER 










EE ROYAL ■ 








02 


EH BLACK 








i 


[2B CHARCOAia 










[§H NAVY 











7T7_1 CAi;i WHAT HOW 
/ I /~1jAD1 size? many? 



l\ TAN T 



100% Satisfaction Guaranteed or Full Refund of merchandise purchase price. 



For Faster Service Call: 1-800-543-4810 or Go Online: www.Haband.com/bestdeais 



